
    

    

 

   

 

Press release 

 

 

At a press conference organised to mark the constitution of the new Institute  

 

 

Speaking at CosmoCaixa Barcelona, Bill Gates 
stresses his commitment to global health and 

development in cooperation with ISGlobal 
 

 

• At CosmoCaixa Barcelona today, Bill Gates, co-chair of the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation, stressed his commitment to helping to 

fight poverty and to improve global health. Gates was accompanied 

at the event by: HRH Infanta Doña Cristina, President of ISGlobal 

and Director of the Fundación ”la Caixa” International Department; 

Professor Javier Solana, Vice-President of ISGlobal; Doctor Pedro 

Alonso, Director of ISGlobal; and Marina Geli Government of 

Catalonia Health Minister. 

 

• Established in the year 2000 and based in Seattle, USA, the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation is the world’s largest philanthropic 

foundation in terms of budget. In recent years, the Foundation, 

which received the Prince of Asturias Award for International 

Cooperation in May 2006, has worked on important projects that 

combat such major diseases as HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis. 

 

 

• The goal of ISGlobal is to contribute to improving global health by 

generating, managing, transmitting and applying knowledge in this 

field. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is amongst the 

organisations involved in the governance and activities of the new 

institute. 

 

 

Barcelona, 4 June 2010.- At a meeting with the media at CosmoCaixa 

Barcelona, Bill Gates, the world’s most generous philanthropist, stressed the 

importance of maintaining commitments to the world’s poorest people, despite 

the difficult economic situation. Gates’ visit takes place as part of the first 



    

    

public event organised by the ISGlobal Barcelona 

Global Health Institute (ISGlobal), an organisation 

formally constituted just a week ago with the goal of improving global health 

and breaking the vicious circle of illness and poverty that traps so many 

vulnerable people.  

 

ISGlobal was founded by the Spanish Government, the Government of 

Catalonia, Fundación ”la Caixa”, the University of Barcelona and the Hospital 

Clínic of Barcelona. At international level, moreover, the new Institute is 

supported by the Carlos Slim Institute of Health (Mexico), the Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation and the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund. 

 

At his meeting with the media, Bill Gates was accompanied by: HRH the 

Infanta Doña Cristina, President of ISGlobal and Director of the Fundación ”la 

Caixa” International Department; Professor Javier Solana, Vice-President of 

ISGlobal; Doctor Pedro Alonso, Director of ISGlobal; and Marina Geli 

Government of Catalonia Health Minister. 

 

 

ISGlobal supports the Millennium Development Goals 

 

The Millennium Development Goals, established by the UN in the year 2000, 

include three that are directly related to global health: reducing child mortality; 

reducing maternal mortality; and improving health and combating HIV/AIDS, 

malaria, tuberculosis and other major diseases that hamper development in 

the poorer countries. To help achieve these goals, ISGlobal will work to 

improve global health. 

 

To this end, the new Institute seeks to become an international reference in the 

field, taking an innovative approach based on four areas of action: research; 

ideas laboratory; study; and prospective, training, advisory and consultancy.  

 

A shared commitment to child vaccination  

 

The Spanish Government, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Fundación 

”la Caixa” have established close cooperation relations. All three institutions 

strongly support the fight against child mortality in the developing countries, 

along with the GAVI Alliance (Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation). 

Fundación ”la Caixa” devotes total investment of four million euros per year to 

this purpose. 

 

Parallel to Bill Gates’ visit to CosmoCaixa Barcelona, a meeting took place to 

inform about the Business Alliance for Child Vaccination (BACV). The BACV is 



    

    

an innovative initiative in the field of corporate 

social responsibility led by Fundación ”la Caixa” 

with the aim of raising funds for the GAVI Alliance from amongst small and 

medium-sized enterprises. At the meeting, representatives from Fundación ”la 

Caixa” and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation thanked the Spanish business 

people who have provided support for the BACV for their commitment to this 

cause.  

 

 

Further information: 

Media Communications Department of ”la Caixa” Welfare Projects 

Sònia Oquendo. 93.404.60.56 / 676.06.36.17 soquendo@fundaciolacaixa.es 

Jesús N. Arroyo. 93. 404.61.31/ 629.79.12.96 jnarroyo@fundaciolacaixa.es 
http://www.lacaixa.es/obrasocial 

Multimedia press room: http://press.lacaixa.es/socialprojects  

www.isglobal.es  

    

    


