
 
 

Press note 
 

Fundación ”la Caixa” and the MACBA 
Foundation merge their respective 

contemporary art collections  
 
 

• The agreement provides for the joint management of the two 

bodies’ contemporary art collections by a single advisory 

committee and the establishment of a coordinated works 

acquisition policy.  

 

• Fundación ”la Caixa” and the MACBA Foundation will co-

produce exhibitions featuring works from both collections, 

which together comprise some 2,400 works with an estimated 

current market value of around 160 million euros.  

 

• The agreement, which will run initially for four years, also states 

the two foundations’ aim of generating synergies with regard to 

research, dissemination, education and social impact 

programmes in the field of contemporary art.  

 

 

Barcelona, 26 July 2010. Isidre Fainé, president of ”la Caixa” and Fundación 

”la Caixa”, and Leopoldo Rodés, Chairman of the Board of the MACBA 

Foundation, today signed an agreement that will lead to a merger between their 

respective foundations’ contemporary art collections. 

 

The objective of the cooperation agreement signed today is for the two 

foundations to launch joint projects aimed at increasing their capacity to 

generate knowledge and understanding of the most contemporary art and to 

enhance the dissemination of both collections and activities relating to them on 

both the national and international contemporary art scenes.  

 

 

 



Under this agreement, Fundación ”la Caixa” and the MACBA Foundation will 

co-produce and jointly organise exhibitions of works from their collections in 

Barcelona, throughout Spain and even internationally. The first of these joint 

exhibitions will open in 2011.  

 

The agreement, which sets an initial four-year period for the cooperation 

initiative, also establishes that the two foundations’ will merge their respective 

current advisory committees into a single group of experts. This new body will 

guide and coordinate acquisitions of artworks by both foundations.  

 

Another key point in the agreement is the joint launch by Fundación ”la Caixa” 

and the MACBA Foundation of a line of action aimed at promoting and building 

synergies with regard to programmes of research, dissemination, education and 

social impact in the field of contemporary art.  

 

Taken together, the Fundación ”la Caixa” and MACBA contemporary art 

collections, which were founded in 1985 and 1987 respectively, comprise some 

2,400 works with an estimated current market value of around 160 million 

euros. These figures place the two collections amongst the most important of 

their kind in Spain today. Moreover, the two are considered complementary, in 

terms both of the artists represented in them and the time periods they cover.  

 

 

A reference in the artworld 

 

● At present, the ”la Caixa” Contemporary Art Collection comprises 869 works, 

including pieces by some of the most important artists of the last 30 years. 

Since its earliest acquisitions – minimalist works, arte povera, expressionist 

painting and 1980s sculpture – the Collection has gradually grown to become a 

magnificent repository representing all the key artists of recent years, focusing 

particularly on those at the start of their careers. Such an enterprise requires 

constant, close study of developments in contemporary art to ensure that the 

Collection conserves its open, innovative spirit. Today, the “la Caixa” 

Contemporary Art Collection is a reference in the world of art, as is 

demonstrated by the fact that works from it are regularly requested on loan for 

exhibitions all over the world.  

 

  

 

 

 



In line with the educational mission of making this Collection better known, ”la 

Caixa” Social Outreach Projects stages regular exhibitions at CaixaForum 

centres, as well as organising travelling shows throughout Spain, Europe and 

the whole world. Recent examples include exhibitions in Germany, China, 

Poland, Romania and Portugal. 

 

The artists represented in the Collection include such key names in 

contemporary art as Marlene Dumas, Doris Salcedo, Bruce Nauman, Soledad 

Sevilla, Antonio Saura, Antoni Tàpies, Juan Muñoz and Jorge Oteiza.  

 

● For its part, the MACBA Foundation Collection, which forms the backbone to 

the general MACBA Collection, was launched even before the opening of the 

Museo d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona in 1995. The Collection, which 

comprises 1,509 works, includes a central core from the 1960s and 70s, 

representing the ruptures that took place amongst the avant-gardes in the 

second half of the 20th century. Moreover, the Collection specialises in 

emerging artists from a perspective that seeks to place the contributions of 

Catalan and Spanish artists within the international context.  

 

Basically, then, the Collection is designed as a reading of the transition from the 

20th century to the 21st. To date, the MACBA Foundation has acquired works 

as proposed by the directors of MACBA, always under the guidance of a 

committee of internationally recognised experts in contemporary art. The 

MACBA Collection includes works by such artists as Marcel Broodthaers, Gego, 

James Coleman, Pablo Palazuelo, Cristina Iglesias, Ignasi Aballí, Antoni Llena, 

Florian Pumhösl and Ibon Aramberri, amongst others. 

 

● This agreement with the MACBA Foundation was established as part of a 

new line of action launched by ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Projects to intensify 

its cultural action by forging strategic alliances with major museums and art 

centres all over the world.  

 

 

 

 

Further information: 

”la Caixa” Social Outreach Projects Communication Department 

Jesús N. Arroyo: 93 404 61 31 / 629 791 296 / jnarroyo@fundaciolacaixa.es 

Josué García: 93 404 61 51 / 638 146 330 / jgarcial@fundaciolacaixa.es 

http://www.obrasocial.lacaixa.es 

 



 

Multimedia press office 

http://press.lacaixa.es/socialprojects   

 

MACBA Press Department 
Mireia Collado: 93 481 47 17 / 678 63 11 22 / mcollado@macba.cat 

 

 


