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New exhibitions; coproductions with European and American museums; lectures by 

international experts and concerts; all this and more, in the programme for the 2010-

2011 season 
 
 

CaixaForum Barcelona intensifies its 
cultural programme, offering something for 

all audiences   
 

 

• ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes presents the activities at its 

social and cultural centre in Barcelona for the 2010-2011 season. The 

programme is designed to be all-embracing, accessible, with something 

for all audiences. 

 

• Over the coming season, CaixaForum Barcelona will host two major 

exhibitions focusing on other cultures. The first will enable visitors in 

Spain to admire the finest treasures from Saudi Arabia for the very first 

time, in a show organised under an agreement that CaixaForum signed 

with the Louvre Museum in 2009 to cooperate in organising a series of 

exhibitions. The second will feature veritable jewels from Teotihuacan, 

the largest pre-Hispanic city to be built. 

 

• For the first time, moreover, works from the Fundación ”la Caixa” 

Contemporary Art Collection will be shown together with loans from 

other Catalan institutions in a major exhibition on Spanish art from the 

1950s and 60s, featuring pieces by Tàpies, Dalí and Picasso. More recent 

art will also be represented, in a show exploring the powerful influence of 

the cinema and the image in contemporary culture. 

 

• The new programme focuses particularly on late-19th and early-20th 

century art, with a major show devoted to the portrait and featuring 

works by Manet, Sorolla, Munch, Kokoschka and Toulouse-Lautrec, as 

well as an in-depth review of avant-garde Soviet architecture and art from 

the 1920s and 30s. 

 

• This year, the ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes’ Social and 

Cultural Centre will also increase the number of activities aimed at all 

audiences, with talks on current affairs, history, poetry and the cinema, 

as well as an extensive music programme committed, more than ever, to 

promoting ancient music, as well as world and experimental music.  
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Barcelona, 20 July 2010. This morning, Ignasi Miró, director of Culture at Fundación 

”la Caixa”, Ignasi Miró, and Valentí Farràs, director of CaixaForum Barcelona, Valentí 

Farràs, together presented the CaixaForum programme for the 2010-2011 season. 

Once more, this year’s programme is guided by a single clear principle: the civic-

minded goal of providing a forum where culture and the citizenry can come 

together. This goal is reflected in a vast, wide-ranging series of activities with 

something for all audiences.  

 

In this way, then, CaixaForum Barcelona provides a solid platform to engage with all 

today’s social concerns, promoting the value of culture as a factor in social 

integration. Through the centre’s programme of modern and contemporary art 

exhibitions and shows featuring art from other cultures, as well as concerts, literary 

and poetry seasons, debates on current affairs, conferences on social issues, 

educational and family workshops, and activities for the elderly, ”la Caixa” Social 

Outreach Programmes promotes knowledge and personal growth amongst 

citizens of all ages.  

 

Over the 2010-2011 season, ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes will stage an 

innovative all-embracing programme at CaixaForum at CaixaForum Barcelona. The 

activities are organised at the service of communication, socialisation and, in short, 

the wellbeing of all citizens. Ours is a unique model for a cultural, civic and social 

centre, one that has been transferred in recent years to the other facilities that share 

the CaixaForum name.  

 

The first CaixaForum centre opened in Palma in 1993, in a building designed by the 

architect Lluís Domènech i Montaner. This was followed, in 2002, by the opening of 

CaixaForum Barcelona, housed in the old Art Nouveau Casaramona factory 

(designed by Josep Puig i Cadafalch), and, in 2008, by CaixaForum Madrid, which 

stands in central Paseo del el Prado. In 2009, moreover, CaixaForum centres were 

also opened in the Catalan cities of Lleida and Tarragona, and these are due to be 

followed by centres in Girona, Saragossa and Seville. 

 

 

The CaixaForum Barcelona spotlight falls on art from other cultures; 19th- and 

20th-century avant-garde art and architecture; and more contemporary artistic 

creation. 

 

The new CaixaForum Barcelona exhibition season will begin in September with one 

of ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes’ most ambitious initiatives in the field of 

contemporary art. For the first time, the Fundación ”la Caixa” Contemporary Art 

Collection will enter into a dialogue with works from other Catalan institutions 

to offer a broad vision of Spanish art from the 1950s and 60s. Thanks to this 
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cooperation, key pieces by Tàpies, Dalí and Picasso will stand alongside others from 

the Collection, by such artists as Saura, Millares and Equipo Crónica. The show will 

also include films from the same period, which will be se shown in the exhibition room 

itself to help spectators to form a more complete vision of art from this period, one 

powerfully marked by the Franco dictatorship. 

 

Following the success of the shows programmed during the season which is now 

coming to a close, Room 2 at CaixaForum Barcelona will continue to serve as a 

permanent exhibition space for the Contemporary Art Collection. In pursuit of 

educational goals, various shows will be staged featuring works from the Collection to 

illustrate avant-garde art and the latest artistic currents. 

 

In November, an exceptional exhibition will open, devoted to archaeological 

treasures from Saudi Arabia. The show is the result of an agreement signed in 

September 2009 by Jaime Lanaspa, general manager of Fundación ”la Caixa”, and 

Henri Loyrette, director of the Louvre Museum, to jointly organise exhibitions. The 

show is organised in cooperation with the Supreme Commission on Tourism of the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

 

The exhibition Roads of Arabia. Archaeological Treasures from the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia will enable spectators in Spain to see 300 artefacts, most of them never before 

shown outside their countries of origin, including several monumental sculptures. The 

show reveals the mysteries at the heart of the Arabian Peninsula through pieces from 

different ages, including the Islamic and pre-Islamic periods, that were only 

discovered very recently. 

 

The 2010-2011 season will then continue with another major ethnographic exhibition. 

This is Teotihuacan, City of Gods, which provides a unique opportunity to discover 

outstanding objects from what was, for several centuries, the most important pre-

Hispanic city on the American continent. Besides Barcelona, this travelling exhibition 

will also open in Paris, Zurich and Berlin on its European tour.  

 

As always, the CaixaForum Barcelona programme will focus particularly on from the 

art 19th and 20th centuries, a crucial period for understanding our culture today. This 

emphasis will be reflected, firstly, in a show reviewing Russian avant-garde 

architecture and art. The most complete exhibition that has ever been assembled on 

the period from 1915 to 1930, this show casts its gaze particularly on the artists and 

architects who united under the Bolshevik cause during a period that was strongly 

marked by their radical proposals. Lost Vanguard, which will open in February 2011, 

will also give visitors a glimpse of what remains of all those achievements, nearly a 

century later. 
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Secondly, ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes will present an exquisite exhibition 

of painting from the turn of the 20th century with the aim of suggesting a new vision of 

this important period that leaves behind the stereotyped image, which ignores 

important aspects of the artistic life of those days, and its connection to cultural and 

social history. Focusing on the portrait, the exhibition brings together around one 

hundred works from museums and private collections in Europe and the United 

States, by such outstanding artists as Manet, Boldini, Sorolla, Zorn, Munch, 

Toulouse-Lautrec, Kirchner and Kokoschka. 

 

Along with this exhibition, entitled Portraits from the Belle Époque, the CaixaForum 

Barcelona season will close with a fascinating and original collective show focusing 

on the powerful influence that the moving image has had on contemporary 

culture. The show will be formed by two different installations, staged in Madrid and 

Barcelona respectively. In the Catalan capital, the artists selected —from Andy 

Warhol and Rodney Graham and Kelly Richardson to Michael Bell-Smith— are used 

to create spaces suggesting dreams and fantasy. 

 

Parallel to the Culture Department’s programme, ”la Caixa” Social Outreach 

Programmes International Cooperation Department will present two exhibitions aimed 

at raising public awareness about the situation in more vulnerable societies. 

For example, the earthquake in Haiti will be used to show how action is taken in a 

humanitarian emergency, whilst also highlighting the Haitian people’s capacity to 

overcome that terrible tragedy. 

 

 

Cultural initiatives to foster understanding and experience of the world’s 

complexity.  

 

Year after year, the Humanities Programme organised by ”la Caixa” Social Outreach 

Programmes provides a reference point in our country’s intellectual scene. Through 

an extensive repertoire of cultural initiatives (including seasons of lectures, 

conferences, dramatic art and film on such varied themes as contemporary thought, 

literature and poetry, history and psychosocial issues), the humanities programme the 

programme seeks to make an in-depth exploration of the foundations of our 

culture to propose keys that can enable us to understand the great social 

transformations that we are witnessing today.  

 

The Humanities programme will begin with a tribute to the life and work of Carlos 

Barral and a reflection on the world of publishing. Other activities include a review 

of Francoism to mark the 35th anniversary since the end of the dictatorship. 

Moreover, a season will be devoted to dreams, offering a surprising vision that will 
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embrace the latest scientific discoveries, combined with a re-reading of visions of 

dreams since ancient times. 

 

The Humanities programme will also include the cinema and music, with 

showings of films exploring their relation with the dream world and lecture seasons 

devoted to the history of flamenco.  

 

The CaixaForum Barcelona music season will be marked strongly by arrival of the 

Antiqva concerts. First launched fourteen years ago as a season parallel to the 

Barcelona Festival of Ancient Music, originally under the name of Fringe, this initiative 

brings audiences and performers together to celebrate music in a venue designed to 

encourage free communication. Since 2009, under its new name of Antiqva, this 

season has created an invaluable platform for expression and support for European 

artists engaged in performing ancient music based on historic criteria and 

instruments. These are performers who are just starting out on their professional 

careers, filled not only with enthusiasm and energy, but also with undeniable quality. 

In short, they are gifted with talent that will, no doubt, soon help them to occupy 

leading positions on international circuits.  

 

CaixaForum Barcelona will also organise a wide and varied programme of activities, 

featuring outstanding figures from the world of ancient music as well as leading 

artists and ensembles from all over the world, to showcase a diversity of styles 

and formats. Finally, the programme will include a season devoted to music on film, 

exploring the different ways in which 20th-century music and musicians have been 

portrayed in images. 
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2010-2011 SEASON 
 

 

 

Exhibitions 
 

The Humanities and Music  
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El embalaje [Packaging], Equipo Crónica, 1969  
Fundación ”la Caixa” Contemporary Art Collection 

 

 

The Fundación ”la Caixa” Collection is shown, for the first time, alongside works by 

Tàpies, Picasso and Dalí to suggest an original vision of painting from the 50s and 60s. 

 

In the 1950s and 60s, the interpretation of painting revolved insistently around its metaphoric, 

literary and dramatic qualities, ignoring more radical and innovative aspects such as the 

importance acquired by different iconographies based on the portrait, the technical 

rediscovery of the trade and the introduction of new themes, from humour and parody to 

eschatology.  

 

The exhibition Human, All Too Human brings together a series of works from these two 

decades that exemplify all that was not said or seen about painting. The title comes from 

Friedrich Nietzsche’s famous book of the same name. Published in 1886, the work saw the 

German philosopher doing something that many painters in the 50s and 60s would do: finally 

confronting romantic ideas and ushering in a kind of humanism that certified the end of that 

grandiloquent, tragic, theatrical feeling. 
 

Human, All Too Human features works from the 1950s and 60s in the Fundación ”la Caixa” 

Contemporary Art Collection, a selection in which the likes of Antonio Saura, Manuel Millares, 

Antoni Clavé, José Guerrero and Equipo Crónica are represented. For the first time, 

moreover, these pieces from the Collection will enter into a dialogue with paintings loaned by 

other Catalan art centres, such as the Gala-Salvador Dalí Foundation in Figueres, the 

Picasso Museum of Barcelona and the Antoni Tàpies Foundation.  

 

The exhibition is completed by seven films, which will be shown in the exhibition room itself. 

Made during the same period, these films will help to illustrate the blinkered nature, the 

drama and the contradictions of a country demoralised by the isolation imposed by the 

Franco dictatorship. 

Human, All Too Human 
Spanish Art from the 50s and 60s 

Contemporary Art Collection 
 

16 September 2010 – 20 February 2011 

Curator: Valentín Roma 

Organised by: ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes, 

in cooperation with the Picasso Museum of Barcelona, 

the Tàpies Foundation of Barcelona and the Gala-

Salvador Dalí Foundation of Figueres 
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Two major installations from the Fundación ”la Caixa” Contemporary Art Collection go 

on show for the first time in Barcelona. 

  

SMADAR DREYFUS 

Mother's Day (2006–08) 

Video installation with multi-channel sound  

 

Mother's Day is amongst the most important works 

by Smadar Dreyfus (Tel Aviv, 1963), an artist 

devoted to exploring the impact of the voice on the 

public space and its role as a mediator between the community and the individual. The 

installation features recordings of conversations between mothers and their children on the 

Golan Heights, making the spectator a participant in their difficulties as they enact an 

imposed boundary, between Syria and Israel, striving for intimacy across the geography of 

the valley. Smadar Dreyfus’s installation recreates the emotions of forced separation by 

reproducing the voices on audio and transcribing the dialogues onscreen, alternating with 

silent views of the landscape.   

 

PIERRE HUYGHE 

Streamside Day Follies (2004),  

Video installation with multi-channel sound  

 

This installation is the result of an idea that Pierre Huyghe came 

up with and put into practice to explore how traditions and social 

rituals form in our culture, as well as the public and private 

interests that help to shape the civic space. His video shows the 

construction of a new residential area, Streamside Knolls, in 

New York State, and celebrations for the opening of the new 

settlement, when the residents took possession of their homes. 

The artist himself planned all the activities (fancy dress parade, food, music) for this first 

celebration of a party which now takes place every year.   

 

Large installations from the  
Fundación "la Caixa" Contemporary Art Collection 

 Smadar Dreyfus / Pierre Huyghe 
 

March-May and June-August 2011 

Organised by: "la Caixa" Social Outreach Programmes   
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Anthropomorphic funerary  stele, 4th Millennium BC. 

El-Maakir-Qaryat al-Kaafa, near Ha'il 

Riyad, National Museum 

 

”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes begins its cooperation with the Louvre Museum 

with an exceptional exhibition enabling treasures from Arabia to be seen for the first time 

in Europe. 

  

The heart of Arabia conserved its mystery until only a few years ago, until when it was 

untouched by archaeological excavations. Recent studies of the remains found on the 

peninsula have now revealed unsuspected wealth: fortified cities, temples, palaces adorned 

with frescoes, monumental sculptures, silver tableware and precious jewels placed in tombs. 

 

Now, Roads of Arabia, Archaeological Treasures from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia presents, 

for the first time in Spain, a selection of some 300 works, most of which had never before 

been seen outside their country of origin. The exhibition reveals the little-known past of a 

dazzling, prosperous Arabic world now being gradually discovered by archaeologists and to 

provide an original panoramic view of the different cultures that succeeded each other on the 

Arabian Peninsula, from prehistoric times to the dawn of the modern world. 

 

The roads of the title provide the show with a guiding thread, taking visitors on a journey 

through space and time with a series of stopovers at some of the peninsula's large oases, 

which in ancient times were home to powerful states and, later, became Islamic holy places. 

This outstanding exhibition is the result of cultural cooperation between France and Saudi 

Arabia. Produced in cooperation with the Supreme Commission on Tourism and Archaeology 

of Saudi Arabia, this is the first result of the agreement signed last year between ”la Caixa” 

Social Outreach Programmes and the Louvre Museum. 

Roads of Arabia 
Archaeological Treasures from the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  
 

5 November 2010 - 27 February 2011 

Official opening: November 4  

Curators: Béatrice André-Salvini and Françoise 

Demange, Department of Near Eastern Antiquities, 

Louvre Museum; Carine Juvin and Sophie Makariou, 

Department of Islamic Art, Louvre Museum; Ali Al 

Ghabban, Vice-president of the Saudi Commission for 

Tourism and Antiquities (SCTA) 

Organisers: Louvre Museum, Supreme Commission on 

Tourism of Saudi Arabia and Obra Social ”la Caixa” 
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The Shukhov Tower, Vladimir Shukhov, Moscow, 1922 

Photograph by Richard Pare © Richard Pare 

 

 

For the first time in Spain, Soviet avant-garde architecture and art from the 1920s and 

30s in a major exhibition at CaixaForum Barcelona. 

 

The exhibition focuses on one of the most exceptional periods in the history of architecture; 

the years between the October Revolution and the founding of the USSR, that is to say, from 

1915 to 1930. Artists and architects joined together under the Bolshevik cause so that art 

could help to build the new socialist state. However, when so-called social realism was 

installed as the official style under the Stalinist regime, these artists were considered 

“undesirable” and their works were sent to the provinces. 

 

The period was outstanding both for the radical nature of the proposals that emerged and the 

fact that this was a collective project involving constructivist visual artists (Liubov Popova, 

Vladimir Tatlin, Kazimir Malevich, El Lissitzky and Gustav Klucis) and architects, whose goal 

was to create a new society founded on socialist ideas. The results were radical works by 

such architects as Konstantin Melnikov, Moisei Ginzburg, Iskandar Schkhov, Ilya Golosov 

and Alexander Vesnin, amongst others, as well as interventions by the French architect Le 

Corbusier and the German Erich Mendelsohn. 

 

The show comprises 300 works, including: around one hundred original period black and 

white photographs of Soviet architecture; another hundred or so works, drawings, models and 

paintings from the Costakis Collection at the State Museum of Contemporary Art in 

Thessaloniki; and a selection of large colour shots taken by the British photographer Richard 

Pare between 1992 and 2009. 

Lost Vanguard 
Russian Avant-garde Art and 

Architecture (1915-1930)  
 

4 February –  17 April 2011 

Official opening: February 3  

Curators: Mary Anne Stevens, director of Academic 

Affairs, Royal Academy of Arts, London; Maria 

Tsantsanoglou, director, State Museum of 

Contemporary Art (SMCA), Thessaloniki; in cooperation 

with the photographer Richard Pare 

Organisers: Royal Academy of Arts, London, in 

cooperation with ”la Caixa” Social Outreach 

Programmes and the SMCA-Costakis Collection, 

Thessaloniki 
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Mask of Malinaltepec, Malinaltepec, Warrior, 700 AD 

National Museum of Anthropology 

© National Council for Culture and Arts – National Institute of Anthropology and History, Mexico 

 

 

 

CaixaForum Barcelona will host the most complete exhibition ever organised on 

Teotihuacan culture: its ideology, its power, its architecture and its art 

 

In the Nahuatl language, Teotihuacan means “place of the gods” or “place where men 

become gods”. Teotihuacan, considered the most important pre-Hispanic city to be built on 

the American continent, was a centre of power, religion and pilgrimage. It was here that one 

of the most important pre-Hispanic cities in Mexico grew up over an 800-year period. As 

befits such a great metropolis, Teotihuacan held sway over much of Meso-America in terms 

of politics, trade and ideology throughout the period from 100 to 700 AD.  

 

Teotihuacan, City of Gods features more than 400 carefully selected masterpieces from a 

dozen major Mexican museums. These artefacts will enable visitors to discover Teotihuacan 

through some of the most outstanding aspects of the city’s culture: ideology, power and 

political hierarchy, architecture and arte.  

 

This international exhibition will mark the first time that these priceless pieces have been 

shown in Spain. Previously staged in Paris (Quai Branly Museum) and Zurich (Rietberg 

Museum), the show is currently open at the Martin Gropius Bau in Berlin. The initiative is the 

result of cooperation between ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes and the Mexican 

National Council for Culture and Arts and National Institute of Anthropology and History. 

 

Teotihuacan, 
City of Gods 

 

30 March - 19 June 2011 

Official opening: March 29  

Curator: Felipe Solís, archaeologist 

Organised by: Mexican National Council for Culture and 

Arts, Mexican National Institute of Anthropology and 

History  

Produced by: ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes 
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Kelly Richardson, Exiles of the Shattered Star (still), 2006 

Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden,  

Joseph H. Hirshhorn Purchase Fund, 2007 

 

 

 

Two complementary shows in Madrid and Barcelona reflect on the role of the cinema 

and the image in contemporary culture 

 

Today, the cinema is everywhere: on television, computer screens, mobile phones, etc. We 

can all make a film of our lives. The cinematic language has become key for understanding 

art and culture today. The Cinema Effect: Illusion, Reality, and the Moving Image explores the 

influence and impact of the cinematic in the construction of our visual culture. The show 

demonstrates how, since the 1960s, the cinematic language has been adopted by different 

art forms, such as video art and installation. 

 

The exhibition is divided into two parts, Realisms and Dreams, which can be seen in Madrid 

and Barcelona, respectively and consecutively. These subtitles refer to the two dimensions 

that the cinema has occupied since its birth: “dreams”, in the films of Georges Méliès; and 

“realisms”, in the Lumière brothers’ documentaries. 

 

What the thirteen artists selected for the exhibition in Barcelona —from Andy Warhol, Rodney 

Graham and Kelly Richardson to Michael Bell-Smith— have in common is that they create 

spaces in which life, rather than speeding up, is intensified. Using fixed and slow-motion 

cameras or shots with long duration, they create restful places that induce the spectator into a 

world of dream and fantasy. 

 

In short, then, The Cinema Effect is a truly new look at the power of images in our culture 

through a selection of works by artists little represented at Spanish centres devoted to 

contemporary art. 

 

The Cinema Effect: 
Illusion, Reality, and the 
Moving Image (Dreams) 

 

18 May – 21 August 2011 

Official opening: May 17  

Curators: Kerry Brougher and Kelly Gordon 

Organised and produced by: Hirshhorn Museum and 

Sculpture Garden (Washington) and ”la Caixa” Social 

Outreach Programmes 
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Toulouse-Lautrec. Portrait of Yvette Guilbert, 1893 

Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum 

 

 

 

A major review of portrait painting from the turn of the 20th century featuring around 

one hundred works by European and North American artists.  

 

The closing decades in the 19th century and the opening decades in the 20th saw a profound 

change that affected both stylistic conventions in painting and the very relations between the 

artist and audiences and the market. During the last century, it was widely agreed that that 

Impressionism, Post-Impressionism and the early-20th-century avant-gardes were the most 

crucial factors in this change. However, this vision —which continues to be predominant— 

tends to throw a veil over numerous aspects of artistic life from the period that are highly 

relevant to their contemporaries. 

 

Portraits from the Belle Époque explores this shadowy area, focusing on the portrait, a 

painterly genre that, besides being one of the most important at the turn of the century, also 

suggests iconographic and psychological keys that can enable the visitor to form links 

between the history of painting and cultural and social history in the late-19th and early-20th 

centuries.  

 

The exhibition features around one hundred works from museums and private collections in 

Europe and the United States. The artists are grouped into three generation: the precursors, 

born between 1830 and 1830, and including Manet, Whistler and Boldini; the intermediate 

generation —the most widely represented— formed by artists born between 1840 and 1850, 

such as Sargent, Sorolla, Zorn, Corinth, Munch, Repin, Serov, Vrubel and Toulouse-Lautrec; 

and those born between 1870 and 1880, such as Vuillard, Kokoschka, Schiele and Kirchner.  

 

Portraits from the Belle Époque 
 

20 July –  25 September 2011 

Official opening: July 19  

Curators: Tomás Llorens, honorary director of the Thyssen-

Bornemisza Museum, and Boye Llorens 

Organisers: ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes and 

the Consortium of Museums of the Community of Valencia  
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This new project will immerse spectators in extreme situations faced by people who 

confront their circumstances with the highest courage. 

 

The moving story of a child from India infected by Aids; the life of an inhabitant of one of the 

poorest neighbourhoods in Senegal; the journey of a Moroccan child in search of new 

opportunities; lack of sanitation in Equatorial Guinea; the difficulties that communities in El 

Salvador have in finding drinking water; and so on. 

 

These are the stories of people facing adverse circumstances but who, in spite of everything, 

still fight to carry on. Visitors to CaixaForum can learn about them by viewing a series of short 

films.  

 

Through its International Cooperation Programme, ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes 

has supported projects to promote sustainable development and improved living conditions 

for the most vulnerable groups in developing countries since 1997. 

  

Windows onto the World 
15 September 2010 – 10 January 2011 

Produced and organised by :  

”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes  

International Cooperation Programme   
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Taking as its example the earthquake in Haiti, this exhibition shows how action is 

taken in a humanitarian emergency, whilst also highlighting the Haitian people’s 

capacity to overcome the terrible tragedy that struck their country. 

 

The exhibition highlights the Haitian people’s hard work, solidarity and spirit of survival, whilst 

also portraying the role played by different actors involved in the humanitarian emergency 

caused, on 12 January 2010, by the devastating earthquake (7.3 on the Richter scale) which 

hit the island and, particularly, the Haitian capital. Moreover, the show also highlights the 

importance of international solidarity and serves as a way of thanking the more than 60,000 

citizens who supported the Fundación ”la Caixa” campaign for Haiti with their donations. 

 

Haiti, 12 January 2010 features films in which witnesses of the tragedy talk about what they 

went through, and interactive installations that will enable visitors, for a few seconds, to 

experience the sensation of having lost everything, of chaos, emergency. The exhibition will 

also include photographs by Emilio Morenatti, who recently won the first ”la Caixa” 

FotoPres’09 prize, portraying everyday life in Haiti a few months after the earthquake struck. 

 

Through the International Cooperation Programme, ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes 

has promoted actions to provide protection and assistance for the victims of natural disasters 

and armed conflicts since 1997. Following the earthquake in Haiti, Fundación ”la Caixa” made 

an extraordinary donation of 500,000 euros and raised over 3 million euros more in donations 

from the general public. This aid has been poured into humanitarian emergency and 

reconstruction projects established by Médecins Sans Frontières, Intermón Oxfam, Red 

Cross, Acción contra el Hambre and UNICEF. 

  

 

HAITI, 12 January 2010 
16 March – 30 May 2011 

Official opening: March 15  

Produced and organised by: “la Caixa” Social Outreach 

Programmes  

International Cooperation Programme 
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This year, as every year, ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes announces its Humanities 

programme, featuring a wide range of initiatives aimed at making an in-depth exploration of 

the foundations of our culture to propose keys that can enable us to understand the great, 

complex social transformations that we are witnessing today. The activities on the 

programme include seasons of lectures and debates, conferences, drama and film, exploring 

such varied themes as contemporary thought, literature and poetry and history, as well as 

social problems and today’s most pressing issues. 

 

The Humanities programme will begin in September with a tribute to Carlos Barral. Organised 

to mark the 20th anniversary of the publisher’s death, this homage takes the title of The 

Office of Editing. From Carlos Barral to Our Day (September 27 – October 19). An 

outstanding editor, writer and poet, Barral was a key figure in the 1950s “Poetic Group”. His 

memoirs are published in outstanding works set against the background of the cultural 

landscape during the 1950s and 60s. The season will include appearances by writers, 

journalists and editors from different generations, who will discuss the theme of publishing 

and literary policies at a time of radical transformation. 

 

October will see the launch of a second season focused on writing. Even in the 21st century, 

writing continues to be the most important means of communication. In Writings from the 

Present World (6 October – 10 November), leading experts will introduce the different writing 

systems used on the five continents, taking as their starting point the fact that each script is 

the support for a conceptual system of thought.  

 

The generic concept of travel and the literature that this has generated over the last thousand 

years are the themes in the lecture season entitled Universal Travel Writing, which will open 

in 2009 and continue in 2010 with a second part entitled Forgotten Explorers (until 17 

December). In it, travellers from all periods of history and literature from around the world will 

enable us to discover how different cultures experience travel, and how this serves to help 

them describe “others”. Here are tales of all types, signed by the selected travellers. Some 

journey in search of fortune, some are political ambassadors, whilst others seek to impose 

their religious faith and yet others hope to undergo mystical experiences. Our travellers are 

from the five continents, and are heading for the five continents. Each lecture will be followed 

by a film or documentary illustrating some of the journeys recounted. 

 

In the field of history education, 2010 will see the last of the programme of four seasons 

organised by ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes to review contemporary European 

history. The theme chosen to close this initiative is Francoism, three-and-a-half decades after 

Humanities programme  
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the end of the dictatorship. In Francoism, 35 Years After. A New Historic Review (26 

October – 30 November), leading experts at Spanish universities will analyse the four stages 

into which the 1939-1975 dictatorship has been divided (postwar, consolidation, development 

and final crisis of the system), taking account recent research into the period. 

 

The year 2011 will open with a season devoted to dreams (2 February – 2 March 2011). 

Despite advances in our knowledge of the brain, we still know very little about the world of 

dreams. The season has three basic objectives: to review the world of dreams since ancient 

times; to suggest an original and contemporary interpretation of the function of dreams; and 

to report on the latest research in the field of neurobiology. 

 

As its title suggests, the basic theme of Epistolary Literature will be literary correspondence. 

This season proposes a reflection on friendship, love, teacher-pupil relations, hate, 

patronage, etc. The raw material for this will be provided by correspondence between writers 

from our country and elsewhere, with literary and humanistic analysis of the great letter-

writers. The selection includes Petrarch’s letters, the correspondence between Strauss and 

Zweig and Kafka and Kurt Weill, Lord Chesterfield’s letters to his son and those between 

Eugeni d’Ors and Prat de la Riba. 

 

Continuing with the review of historic themes that ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes 

proposes each year through the Humanities Department, March and April 2011 will be 

occupied by debate on the history of empires. Spain’s first liberal constitution, known as the 

Constitución de Cádiz, was approved in 1812. This historic event saw the country embarking 

on a new direction, one taken by liberal regimes in certain European countries and in the 

United States and which was just beginning to take shape. In Spain, as in France, England 

and Portugal, these early constitutions were drawn up taking political systems on both sides 

of the Atlantic into account. The failure of the expectations they awakened spawned both 

independent nations and new-style empires that would herald in the end of the colonial 

period. 

 

Music will be represented in a season devoted to the history of flamenco (24 January – 21 

February 2011). In a season introduced by Félix Grande, CaixaForum will examine 

flamenco’s origins, sociology and literary, musical and poetic references, analysing its 

musical wealth and reviewing ethnic, political and artistic factors that merged to help raise 

flamenco to universal status.  

 

Once more, moreover, the programme will include film seasons exploring, for example, 

cinematic visions of the world of dreams and different forms of violence. To sleep is to 

return somewhere. To dream is to immerse oneself in a timeless, intimate state, to roam 

amongst images generated in time. To pore over film stills is to sink into a dream that is at 

once both collective and personal, to warm oneself, as Jean-Luc Godard said, at the fire of 

the imagination to ward off the coldness of reality. 
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As usual, moreover, the exhibitions will be complemented by seasons organised to 

encourage reflection on the works they feature. Consequently, parallel activities will be 

organised around the following exhibitions: Miquel Barceló. 1983-2009; Human, All Too 

Human; Roads of Arabia; Lost Vanguard; The Cinema Effect; and Portraits from the 

Belle Époque.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CaixaForum music season will embrace a wide and varied series of events featuring 

outstanding names from the world of ancient music, as well as leading artists and ensembles 

from all over the world, performing a vast diversity of styles and formats.  

 

The autumn programme will feature such renowned musicians as Forma Antiqva, 

considered one of the most outstanding ensembles in the latest generation of Spanish 

ancient music performers. Joined by the countertenor Xavier Sabata, the group will give a 

concert that revives beautiful pieces from Renaissance and baroque repertoires. Next, faithful 

to the purpose for which it was founded, to revive and perform pieces from the 17th and 18th 

centuries, the Grupo de Cámara de la Orquesta Barroca Catalana [Chamber Group of the 

Catalan Baroque Orchestra] will play interesting interpretations of works by Marais and 

Telemann. The prestigious Polish pianist Janusz Olejniczak will also visit CaixaForum 

Barcelona, accompanied by the Silesian String Quartet, to perform a programme of works 

by two of the most outstanding Romantic composers: Chopin and Schumann.  

 

Music from other cultures will be represented by, amongst others, Fargana Qasimov, 

daughter of the revered musician Alim Qasimov and an outstanding member of a talented 

new generation whose innovative ideas are currently helping to revitalise traditional 

Azerbaijani music. Moreover, Daud Khan, amongst the finest players of the rubab, a 17-

string Afghan lute, will provide a sample of what is amongst the richest and most diverse 

cultural heritage in the East, and which is currently suffering a silent process of destruction.  

  

 

2010-2011 Music Season 
 

Every Sunday 
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The CaixaForum Barcelona music programme also includes showings of films on musical 

themes. Sounds, Furies, Echoes. Filming 20th-century Music and Musicians is the title 

of a season which will run from October 25 to November 29, exploring the different ways in 

which 20th-century music and performers have been portrayed in images. The opening 

session will be devoted to presenting a general overview of this subject, whilst the four 

subsequent sessions will focus, respectively, on a composer (Elliott Carter), a composition 

(Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem), a performer (Glenn Gould) and attitudes and reactions of 

listeners to contemporary music (based on a series of people listening to Apparition de 
l’Église eternelle, a composition for organ by Olivier Messiaen). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The objective of ”la Caixa” Social Outreach Programmes’ Antiqva programme is to bring 

ancient music played according to historic criteria and on historic instruments to the general 

public, and to support musicians just starting out on their professional careers by giving them 

the chance to perform at open-air concerts in cities all over Spain. The ensembles included in 

the autumn 2010 programme are Una Cosa Rara, Ensemble Estampas, Den Haag Quintet 

and Alegoría Ensemble. 

Seasons of music on film 
 

November 2009 – March 2010  

 

Antiqva Concerts 
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