
 

 

Press note 

 

”la Caixa” Foundation presents two of the renowned Israeli video artist’s latest 

works for the first time at CaixaForum Barcelona  

 

Omer Fast  
Video Installations: The Casting and 
Nostalgia. Contemporary Art Collection 
 

 

“I don’t deal directly with reality, but with representations and stories.” In 

his work, Omer Fast (Israel, 1972), one of the most outstanding video 

artists of recent years, explores the authenticity behind stories that are 

told by “documentalising” fiction and introducing real experience into it. 

For the first time in Barcelona, ”la Caixa” Foundation presents two of 

Fast’s latest pieces, The Casting and Nostalgia. Both are emotionally 

intense productions with complex narrative structures and intriguing 

scripts that establish ambiguous relations with reality. Moreover, though 

their representation is shaped by the logic of fiction, they are both based 

on memories of events marked by violence, pain and loss. The exhibition 

will remain open at CaixaForum Barcelona until May as part of a brief 

season organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation to present some of the latest 

additions to the Contemporary Art Collection, video installations that 

share in common their use of film and documentary forms. Nostalgia, 

which was acquired last year, is shown alongside another of Omer Fast’s 

most outstanding works, The Casting, loaned by the artist to CaixaForum 

especially for this exhibition. This season of presentations of video 

installations recently acquired by the Contemporary Art Collection will 

continue in June with an exhibition devoted to works by Pierre Huyghe. 

 

 

The exhibition Omer Fast. Video Installations: The Casting and Nostalgia. 

Contemporary Art Collection, curated by Nimfa Bisbe, at CaixaForum 

Barcelona only, from 16 March to 29 May 2011. 



Barcelona, 15 March 2011. Today, Ignasi Miró, “la Caixa” Foundation Director 

of Culture, Nimfa Bisbe, Director of the Contemporary Art Collection “la Caixa” 

Foundation, and the artist Omer Fast presented a new exhibition featuring two 

of the Israeli artist’s latest installations at CaixaForum Barcelona. 

 

With Omer Fast. Video Installations: The Casting and Nostalgia. Contemporary 

Art Collection, ”la Caixa” Foundation pursues its aim of giving the Contemporary 

Art Collection a permanent presence at CaixaForum Barcelona through a series 

of exhibitions aimed promoting better understanding of recent art based on 

works from the collection itself. 

 

The Contemporary Art Collection ”la Caixa” Foundation currently embraces 

nearly 900 works, including pieces by the most important artists from the last 

thirty years. From the first acquisitions of minimalist works and, later, arte 

povera, expressionism and sculpture from the 1980s, up to the many video 

installations acquired over the last decade, the Collection has gathered together 

a magnificent, representative body of works by crucial recent artists, as well as 

making a firm commitment to those just starting out in their careers.  

 

This undertaking has required careful observation of developments in 

contemporary art to ensure that the Collection maintains an open, innovative 

spirit. Today, as is demonstrated by its constant loans of works for exhibitions 

around the world, the Contemporary Art Collection ”la Caixa” Foundation is a 

reference in the art world.  

 

With a view to making the Collection known in an educational way, ”la Caixa” 

Foundation, regularly organises presentations at its CaixaForum centres, as 

well as travelling exhibitions in Spain, Europe and the rest of the world. In 

recent years, such exhibitions have been presented in Germany, China, Poland 

Romania and Portugal. 

 

The Foundation also promotes strategic alliances with great museums around 

the world, such as the Louvre and the Prado, in order to further intensity its 

cultural activities. This line of action also includes the agreement established 

with the MACBA (Museu d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona) Foundation for the 

joint management of the MACBA and “la Caixa” contemporary art collections, 

coordinated acquisition policy and the co-production of exhibitions based on 

these collections. The first joint exhibition, entitled Volume, will open at MACBA 

in autumn this year. 

 



For two years now, Room 2 at CaixaForum Barcelona has been devoted to 

exhibitions of works from the Contemporary Art Collection. Omer Fast. Video 

installations The Casting and Nostalgia. Contemporary Art Collection is the first 

of two consecutive shows organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation for the public 

presentation in Barcelona of the latest additions to the collection. Pierre 

Huyghe will take over from Omer Fast in June.  

 

Although video installations have only recently begun to form part of museum 

collections, they already occupy a leading position in art history. The exhibition 

room offers enormous possibilities for showcasing a wide range of video and 

film genres, featuring multi-channel projections or using the different formats 

made possible by the new technologies. The video installations that will be 

presented successively from March to August use documentary and film 

strategies to create narratives that explore these different possibilities.  

 

Omer Fast is one of the most outstanding video artists of recent years. In his 

dual- or multi-channel productions, he “documentalises” fiction by introducing 

subjectivity and real experience into fictional scenes. CaixaForum Barcelona 

presents the video installation Nostalgia (2009) —acquired last year by the 

Contemporary Art Collection ”la Caixa” Foundation— together with The Casting 

(2007), another outstanding piece which the artist has loaned expressly for this 

exhibition. Parallel to this, from March 14 to May 14, the Canal Mediateca 

channel will also show Fast’s De Grote Boodschap (2007). 

 

 

 

The Casting and Nostalgia: telling stories 

 

How does a story take shape? How does memory influence the narrative act? 

Omer Fast’s audiovisual works are born in the attempt to answer such 

questions. Fast bases his pieces on stories and personal experiences that are 

recounted to him, yet his works question the very truth or authenticity of such 

accounts.  

 

Although Omer Fast often uses the interview format as a strategy for focusing 

on reality, his goal is not to ascertain the truth of events, but the truth that 

emerges from narrative and representation. He manipulates his characters and 

alters scenes and —as if the whole thing were an exercise in reanimation— his 

stories take on new life, acquiring new sequences or a different shape. The 

narrative that results from this process, though it may be a complete fiction, is 



built up from the original narrator’s words and gestures, and this keeps it 

anchored in the real world.  

 

”la Caixa” Foundation presents two outstanding works by Omer Fast that 

employ two different narrative forms: documentary and fiction. The Casting 

(2007) and Nostalgia (2009) are both emotionally intense productions with 

complex narrative structures and intriguing scripts that establish ambiguous 

relations with reality. Both pieces, moreover, are based on memories of events 

marked by violence, pain and loss, though their representation is shaped by the 

logic of fiction.  

 

The idea for the video installation The Casting came to Omer Fast in 2006, 

when he went to Texas to interview US Army soldiers in order to learn about 

their experiences in Iraq. Fast finally selected two stories told to him by a 

sergeant, accounts based on traumatic memories. Fast then edited these two 

very different stories, skilfully cutting and splicing the soldier’s words to perform 

a narrative “pirouette” that slips elegantly between reality, documentation and 

fiction.  

 

The installation takes the form of a bipolar narrative space, with two screens 

suspended in the air and four simultaneous projections with a single audio 

channel. On one side, the screens show the artist’s interview with the real 

character, whilst, on the other, still images of different scenes performed by 

actors serve to illustrate the stories that are being told. In order to link the two 

narratives, Fast has invented a narrative conceit, that of recreating a casting 

session or audition, the process of selecting an actor to play the role of the 

sergeant. This strategy increases the level of fiction contained in the narrative 

and questions the very authenticity of the interview with the soldier. 

 

In Nostalgia, Fast presents the story of an African refugee who has applied for 

asylum in the UK. Clearly adopting a more political stance, the artist gives free 

rein to his narrative skills, selecting an anecdote from his interviewee’s account 

of his experiences with the guerrilla as a child soldier to represent the drama in 

his story. The construction of a rudimentary trap from sticks to catch partridges 

becomes the guiding thread in a series of stories that are woven together in a 

filmic interplay of transferences.   

 

Nostalgia is formed by three separate spaces in which the three chapters that 

comprise the installation are shown in different formats. The story of building the 

trap is repeated in all three parts, but its meaning changes as it is adapted to 



different contexts, reflecting the way in which oral stories have been passed 

down over the years.  

 

 

Omer Fast 

 

Born in Jerusalem, Israel, in 1972, Omer Fast studied in New York and currently 

lives in Berlin. He has received two prestigious prizes for art: the Bucksbaum 

Award at the 2008 Whitney Museum Biennial in New York; and the 2009 Berlin 

Nationalgalerie Prize. His work has been shown recently at the following art 

centres, amongst others: the Barbican Art Gallery, London; the Baselland 

Kunsthaus, Basle; the Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig, Vienna; the 

Guggenheim Museum, New York; the Hamburger Bahnhof, Berlin; and the 

Centre Pompidou, Paris. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Omer Fast 
Video Installations 

The Casting · Nostalgia 
Contemporary Art Collection 

16 March – 29 May 2011 
 

INAUGURAL LECTURE 

Tuesday, March 15, at 7 pm 

By Omer Fast, artist 

 

CANAL MEDIATECA 

March 14 – May 14 

Projection of the single-channel video De Grote Boodschap (2007) 

 

 

CaixaForum Barcelona 

Av. de Francesc Ferrer i  

Guàrdia, 6-8 

08038 Barcelona  

 

Times: 

Monday-Sunday, from 10 am to 8 

pm 

Saturdays, from 10 am to 10 pm  

 

Free admission to exhibitions 

 

Information Service 

”la Caixa” Foundation 

Tel. 902 223 040 

Monday-Sunday, from 9 am to 8 pm 

www.lacaixa.es/obrasocial 

 

 

 

 

Further information: 

”la Caixa” Foundation Communication Department 

Josué García – 934 046 151 / 638 146 330 / jgarcial@fundaciolacaixa.es 

Jesús N. Arroyo – 934 046 131 / 629 791 296 / jnarroyo@fundaciolacaixa.es 

http://www.lacaixa.es/obrasocial 

 

Multimedia Press Centre 

http://press.lacaixa.es/socialprojects  


