
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PIERRE HUYGHE 
· STREAMSIDE DAY · ONE YEAR CELEBRATION · 
CONTEMPORARY ART COLLECTION ”LA CAIXA” FOUNDATION  

 

 

Press Dossier 

 
CaixaForum Barcelona 

17 June - 14 August 2011 



 
 

Press Release 

 
”la Caixa” Welfare Projects presents recent works by Pierre Huyghe at 
CaixaForum Barcelona, giving audiences in the Catalan capital their first 
chance to discover this leading French video artist. 
 

Pierre Huyghe 
Streamside Day - One Year Celebration 
Contemporary Art Collection”la Caixa” Foundation 
 
 

“I was not interested in filming the reality as it was given. And I’m not 

interested in building fiction. What I am interested in is setting up a reality, 

building a situation, constructing a world, and documenting it.” In his 

work, Pierre Huyghe (Paris, 1962), one of the most acclaimed French 

artists of the moment, explores the reality/fiction duality, inventing worlds, 

traditions and celebrations that seem, or are designed to seem, authentic. 

Through his work, moreover, Huyghe also reflects on the durability of art. 

To do so, he uses a wide range of techniques and formats, including 

installation, film, sculpture and so on, as we can see in the two pieces that 

”la Caixa” Welfare Projects presents for the first time: Streamside Day and 

One Year Celebration. The exhibition will be open at CaixaForum 

Barcelona until August as part of a short season organised by ”la Caixa” 

Welfare Projects to showcase recent acquisitions, video installations 

whose common denominator is formed by their relations to film and 

documentary. The installation Streamside Day, which belongs to the 

Contemporary Art Collection ”la Caixa” Foundation, will be accompanied 

at Caixaforum by One Year Celebration, which the artist has loaned 

especially for this exhibition. The presentation, which follows an 

exhibition of recent works by the Israeli artist Omer Fast, provides 

audiences with the first opportunity to see Huyghe’s work in Barcelona.  

 

 

The exhibition Pierre Huyghe. Streamside Day – One Year Celebration. 

Contemporary Art Collection ”la Caixa” Foundation, curated by Nimfa 

Bisbe, will be on show at CaixaForum Barcelona only, from 17 June to 14 

August 2011. 



Barcelona, 17 June 2011.- ”la Caixa” Welfare Projects presents the exhibition 
Pierre Huyghe. Streamside Day – One Year Celebration. Contemporary Art 

Collection ”la Caixa” Foundation, which features two recent by this leading 
French artist.  
 
The show forms part of efforts made by ”la Caixa” Welfare Projects to give a 
permanent presence to its Contemporary Art Collection at CaixaForum 
Barcelona in successive shows that foster understanding of the most recent art 
through works selected from it.  
 
The Contemporary Art Collection ”la Caixa” Foundation currently consists of 
nearly 900 works by some of the most important artists of the last 30 years. 
From its earliest acquisitions, including minimalist works, arte povera, 
expressionist painting and 1980s sculpture, up to the many video installations 

acquired over the last decade, the Collection has gradually built up a 
representative selection of pieces by the key artists in recent years, with 
particular emphasis on those at the start of their careers. 
 
To ensure that the Collection maintains its open, innovative spirit, this 
undertaking has also required rigorous observation of developments in 
contemporary aesthetics. Today, the Contemporary Art Collection ”la Caixa” 
Foundation is a reference in the world of art, as is demonstrated by the fact that 
works from it are regularly requested on loan for exhibitions all over the world.  
 
With a view to making this Collection more widely known, ”la Caixa” Welfare 
Projects regularly stages exhibitions at its various CaixaForum centres, as 

well as organising travelling shows throughout Spain, Europe and the 

whole world. Recent examples include exhibitions in Sweden, Germany, 
China, Poland, Romania and Portugal. 
 
In order to further intensity its cultural activities, moreover, ”la Caixa” Welfare 
Projects also fosters strategic alliances with major museums and art 

galleries around the world, such as the Louvre and the Prado. This line of 
action also includes the agreement established with the MACBA (Museu d’Art 
Contemporani de Barcelona) Foundation for the joint management of the 
MACBA and “la Caixa” contemporary art collections, as well as a coordinated 
acquisition policy and the co-production of exhibitions based on these 
collections. The first such joint exhibition is scheduled to open at MACBA in 
autumn this year 
 



For two years now, Room 2 at CaixaForum Barcelona has been devoted to 
exhibitions of works from the contemporary art collection. Pierre Huyghe. 

Streamside Day – One Year Celebration. Contemporary Art Collection ”la 

Caixa” Foundation is the second of two consecutive exhibitions, following 
that devoted to the Israeli artist Omer Fast, which ”la Caixa” Welfare Projects 
has organised to focus on some of the most outstanding artists working 
with video installation today. These exhibitions present recent acquisitions 
accompanied by other works by the same artist, and which help to contextualise 
the works from to the Collection. 
 
Although video installation has only begun to form part of museum collections 
over the last 20 years, the artform already occupies a leading position in art 
history. The exhibition room offers enormous possibilities for showcasing a wide 
range of video and film genres, based on multi-channel projections or the 
different formats made possible by the new technologies. Video installations 
use documentary and cinematic strategies to create narratives to explore the 
relation between those two genres.  
 
 
Pierre Huyghe is one of the most highly-acclaimed French artists active today. 
His work explores the structure of the cinema and its disputed relationship with 
reality by turning fiction into believable reality. CaixaForum Barcelona presents 
his video installation Streamside Day (2003), which was shown at the Dia Art 
Foundation in New York in 2003 and was acquired by the Contemporary Art 
Collection ”la Caixa” Foundation, along with One Year Celebration (2006), a 
complementary work that Huyghe has loaned especially for this show.  
 
Streamside Day  

 
In a wood near the Hudson River, in New 
York State, construction of a new residential 
area has just been completed. The new 
residents are invited to a party to celebrate 
the birth of the new community. The project 
seeks to invent a tradition for this new 
community, known as Streamside Knolls, 
making October 11 a memorable date. The 
purpose is to create a new reality that can 

be repeated year after year, achieving the artist’s goal of creating an artform 
that is capable of changing the public space, rather than merely occupying it 
temporarily. 



 
The party begins with the planting of a tree, with all the children wearing animal 
fancy dress. Huyghe himself designed and orchestrated the entire programme 
for the event, which included speeches by the authorities, a barbeque, music 
and a parade featuring representatives from the police, ambulance and fire 
brigade, as well as local dignitaries. 
 
The film recording made of the event forms the basis for the video installation 
featured in this exhibition. The installation Streamside Day comprises a video 
projection, a drawing, a calendar and a tree.  
 
After the initial scenes, recreating the forest in the popular movie Bambi as a 
kind of paradisiacal Eden, the film shows a young family moving into their new 
home, suggesting the strange feelings that any such move can cause. 
Following this short fable, filmed in 16 millimetres, Huyghe presents a video 
documentary on celebrations for the first anniversary of the new community. 
The film projection is accompanied by a calendar, a tree representing that 
planted during the party and a mural of the design created by the architect 
François Roche for the new community cultural centre, which was never finally 
built. 
 
The entire project transmits a feeling of artificiality, from the very community that 
springs up ex novo in a new location in this natural setting to the party that 
Huyghe invents. In designing the event, the artist took his inspiration both from 
the myth of Arcadia and the story of Bambi, as well as such fictions as 
Celebration, the city founded by the Disney Corporation in Florida. Fiction seeks 
to become reality, and Huyghe achieves this by forging closer links between 
Streamside’s new residents and a celebration that identifies them as a 
community, in this case based on their connection with nature, transmitting 
shared values to them. 
 
One Year Celebration  

 
Pierre Huyghe wonders whether, in today’s society, the act of celebration can 
continue to be a social event that nurtures relations of exchange and the desire 
to share. Is there any celebration that has not been hijacked by consumer 
society? In 2003, Huyghe invited architects, artists, musicians, writers and art 
critics to suggest dates for celebrations that could be shared with the 
community and added to the calendar. The results from this initiative emerged 
in 2006 in the shape of this work, which brings together 48 posters forming a 
calendar of invented celebrations in a range of different fields: politics, society, 



music, art... Some state the reasons for the particular choice in small print. The 
proposals for these new celebrations fill the calendar, suggesting the possibility 
of a permanent state of celebration, repeated year after year. Our time is 
regulated by the calendar, over which we can exercise but little control these 
days. One Year Celebration invites us to think about how time is managed, how 
it is imposed and how impossible it is to control personal time. The festive irony 
implied in this installation invites us to think about what festivities (whether real 
or invented) we identify with.  
 

The posters present 48 proposals for celebrations 
suggested by the following personalities, whom 
Pierre Huyghe invited to take part in the project: 
 
Boris Achour, Doug Aitken, Julieta Aranda, John 
Baldessari, Olivier Bardin, Jérôme Bel, Tatiana 
Bilbao and Julio Amezcua, Pash Buzari, Claude 
Closky, Tacita Dean, Melissa Dubbin and Aaron 
S. Davidson, Olafur Eliasson, Paul Elliman, Hu 
Fang, Robert Filliou, Yona Friedman, Marc 
Ganzglass, Liam Gillick and Gabriel Kuri, Piero 

Golia, Dominique Gonzalez-Foerster, Dan Graham, Marine Hugonnier, Koo 
Jeong-A, Pierre Joseph, Agnieska Kurant, Matthieu Laurette, Enzo Mari, Emily 
Mast and Carly Busta, Jeremy Millar, Aleksandra Mir, Maurizio Nannucci, Hans 
Ulrich Obrist, Melik Ohanian, Pratchaya Phinthong, François Roche, Anri Sala, 
Joe Scanlan, Shimabuku, Catherine Temerson and Israel Rosenfield, Rirkrit 
Tiravanija, Frederic Tuten, Anton Vidokle and Lawrence Weiner. 
 
 

Pierre Huyghe 

 
Pierre Huyghe (Paris, 1962) graduated from the l’École nationale supérieure 
des arts décoratifs, Paris, in 1985. His work, which has featured in many solo 
exhibitions, embraces a wide range of techniques and formats (installation, film, 
sculpture...). In Spain, he has presented shows at the Museo de Arte 
Contemporáneo de Castilla y León (MUSAC, León, 2007) and the Palacio de 
Cristal del Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía (MNCARS, Madrid, 
2010). He lives in York. 
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”la Caixa” Welfare Projects  
Tel. 902 223 040 
Monday-Sunday, from 9 am to 8 pm 
www.lacaixa.es/obrasocial 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information: 
”la Caixa” Welfare Projects Communication Department 

Josué García – 934 046 151 / 638 146 330 / jgarcial@fundaciolacaixa.es 

Jesús N. Arroyo – 934 046 131 / 629 791 296 / jnarroyo@fundaciolacaixa.es 
http://www.lacaixa.es/obrasocial 
 
Multimedia Press Room 

http://press.lacaixa.es/socialprojects/  


