
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAIXAFORUM BARCELONA 

PROGRAMME 2011-2012  
 
 

Press Dossier  
 



 
 

PROGRAMME 2011-2012 

 

    

 2 

New exhibitions, joint productions with European and American museums, lectures 
given by international specialists and concerts are the highlights of the programme for 
the 2011-2012 season 

 
CaixaForum Barcelona celebrates its tenth 
anniversary with cultural attractions and an 

outstanding exhibition programme 
 

 

• ”la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects presents the 

programme for CaixaForum Barcelona, its social and cultural centre in 

the city, for the 2011-2012 season. It also marks the celebration of the 

tenth year since it opened its doors in March 2002. 

 

• To commemorate the occasion, CaixaForum Barcelona will be holding 

major exhibitions of the work of two of the all-time greats. Through the 

Musée du Louvre, the city will be hosting the most important exhibition 

of the work of the great French painter Eugène Delacroix to be organised 

in forty years. Also, the first retrospective in Barcelona of the work of 

Francisco de Goya from the Museo del Prado collection will arrive to give 

continuity to the association between the two institutions.  

 

• The splendour of the Paris of the early 20th century will light up 

CaixaForum through the Impressionist paintings from the Clark Art 

Institute collection. Dance will also be on the agenda, with an exhibition 

about its role in sparking an artistic renaissance, exemplified by the 

Russian impresario Sergei Diaghilev and his legendary company, the 

Ballets Russes. 

 

• The programme will also be paying special attention to architecture. A 

look at the work of Enric Sagnier, a key figure in the configuration of the 

Barcelona cityscape, will open the season, and it will close with an 

exhibition that examines the human ambition to touch the sky from the 

Tower of Babel to the dizziest buildings of today.  

 

• On its tenth anniversary, CaixaForum Barcelona will be increasing the 

number of activities aimed at all audiences so that, more than ever, it will 

be a meeting point for culture and the citizens. 
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Barcelona, 7 September 2011. This morning the assistant director general of 
Fundació ”la Caixa”, Elisa Durán; the director of the Fundació ”la Caixa” Culture 
Department, Ignasi Miró; and the director of CaixaForum Barcelona, Valentí Farràs, 
presented the programme for 2011-2012 at its social and cultural centre in the city. 
Once again it will be guided by a clear principle: its civic character as a meeting 

point for culture and the citizens, which is reflected in a host of wide ranging 
activities where everyone will find something to enjoy.  
 
CaixaForum Barcelona, therefore, is a platform coherent with present day social 
concerns as it promotes the value of culture as an element of social integration. 
Through the exhibitions of modern and contemporary culture it will be programming, 
as well as concerts, literature and poetry seasons, current affairs debates, social 
seminars, educational and family workshops and activities designed for senior 
citizens, “la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects promotes knowledge and 

the personal growth of citizens of all ages.  
 
For the 2011-2012 season, “la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects is 
preparing a wide-ranging innovatory programme at CaixaForum Barcelona, at the 
service of communication, socialisation and, in short, the well-being of all the citizens: 
a unique model of a cultural, civic and social centre, which in recent years it has 
extended to centres in other cities with the CaixaForum seal.  
 
In 1993 the first CaixaForum centre opened in Palma in the building designed by 
Lluís Domènech i Montaner. Next, in 2002, came the opening of CaixaForum 
Barcelona, installed in the old Modernista Casaramona factory (the work of Josep 
Puig i Cadafalch), and in 2008, CaixaForum Madrid, in the central Paseo del Prado. 
Since 2009, the cities of Lleida and Tarragona have had their own CaixaForum, and 
this year has seen the inauguration of CaixaForum Girona. They will be followed in 
the coming years by Zaragoza and Seville, where the new amenities are already 
being built. 
 
 
Goya, Delacroix, French Impressionism, dance and architecture, highlights of 

the new season 

 

”la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects has made a special effort when 
putting together the programme for the 2011-2012 season to celebrate the tenth 
anniversary of its social and cultural centre in the city, which will be in March. 
 
Moreover, two special exhibitions will be on side by side in the two large rooms at 
CaixaForum Barcelona: Goya: Lights and Shadows and Delacroix (1798-1863), 
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two unique retrospectives dealing with those forerunners of modernity, essential for 
an understanding of what happened in the world of painting in the 19th century. 
 

These two exhibitions will show the fruits of the strategic alliances established in 
recent years between ”la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects and leading 
Spanish, European and American museums. Specifically in this case, with the Museo 

del Prado and the Musée du Louvre.  
 
The season will begin on 13 September with an exhibition that looks into the work and 
the creative context of Enric Sagnier, the prolific architect of landmark buildings such 
as Tibidabo Church, the Hotel Colón, now disappeared, or the Palau de Justícia. He 
was considered a key figure in the configuration of town planning in Barcelona. The 
exhibition recreates the world of yesterday of the Barcelona bourgeoisie and shows 
his architecture in an unexpected montage that introduces visitors to a city 

under construction.  
 
Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes, 1909-1929. When art dances with music will bring to 
CaixaForum Barcelona the pioneering spirit of Sergei Diaghilev and his world famous 
ballet company. From October, through 200 objects including posters, costumes, 
elements for the choreography and the sets visitors will be drawn into the notion of 

total art propounded by Diaghilev. Avantgarde artists such as Matisse and Picasso, 
musicians like Ravel and Stravinsky and writers of the stature of Jean Cocteau, all 
present at the exhibition, were part of that thirst for innovation whose aim was to 
renew visual language through both the choreography and the sets and musical 
language. 
 

The 2011-2012 season will continue with an outstanding collection of 19th and early 

20th century French painting from the Clark Art Institute in the USA. 
Impressionists: French masters of the Clark collection delves into a period of art 
which is sparsely represented in Spanish museums. The works acquired by Sterling 
Clark range from the Realists of the Barbizon School to the great masters of 
Impressionism such as Monet, Manet, Degas, Renoir, Pissarro or Toulouse-Lautrec, 
all with works in the exhibition that can be seen at CaixaForum Barcelona from 
November.  
 
The first months of 2012 will see the arrival of two outstanding exhibitions focusing on 
two all-time masters: Eugène Delacroix and Francisco de Goya. From February 
CaixaForum Barcelona will be housing a Delacroix retrospective, including works 

that will be leaving the Musée du Louvre for the first time. This is the most 
complete exhibition of his work ever held in Spain and the most important 
internationally since the great exhibition organised in Paris to coincide with the 
centenary of his death in 1963. 



 
 

PROGRAMME 2011-2012 

 

    

 5 

 
From March, CaixaForum Barcelona will be home to a large selection of some of 
Goya’s finest works from the Museo del Prado, in what will be the first major 

exhibition of the master’s work in Barcelona. It is structured in the form of small 
visual stories that look more deeply into the big subjects dealt with by the artist 
throughout his life. They will reveal both the modernity of the compositions and their 
impressive technique. 
 
As usual, the most contemporary art will also have a place at CaixaForum Barcelona. 
From February there will be an exhibition with which ”la Caixa” Social and Cultural 
Outreach Projects will continue with the line of programming launched last season to 
discover large installations by fledgling artists recently acquired for its contemporary 
art collection. In this case the artists chosen are David Bestué and Marc Vives, both 
from Barcelona, who will present the piece Actions in the Universe. 
 
CaixaForum Barcelona will close the season with three consecutive exhibitions 
related to architecture from the spring of 2012. Towers and Skyscrapers will 

explore the diversity of styles which over time have embodied a quest for the 
inaccessible with their disproportionate size and their desire to break all material 
bounds. It provides a journey through the history of the building of towers and 
skyscrapers, starting with the myth of the Tower of Babel and coming down to the 
extreme high-rise projects for the 21st century. 
 
In the framework of the existing agreement with the Catalan government to restore 
cooperative cellars of great artistic and heritage value, with an investment by ”la 
Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects of 3.6 million euros, CaixaForum 
Barcelona is also planning to mount an exhibition to show the artistic and architectural 
value of these buildings. The exhibition will deal with the particular architectural and 
socio-political features of the early 20th century and the singularity of the cellars as 
wine-producing spaces.  
 
Lastly, ”la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects is currently working on a large 
exhibition to close the season from the Fundació ”la Caixa” Contemporary Art 
Collection around the concept of the cartography.  
 
Meanwhile, the restored Room 5 of CaixaForum Barcelona will be holding other 
small format exhibitions during the season, among them one which will enable the 
public to discover the Red Cross in Catalonia Art Collection, which began in 1970 
with the donation of a work by Joan Miró in gratitude for the care the institution had 
given him. This exhibition looks back over 40 years of the art of solidarity, with works 
by artists such as Tàpies, Barceló, Guinovart, Ràfols-Casamada or Mariscal, who 
have made disinterested contributions to the organisation. 
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CaixaForum Barcelona will also be showing a selection of Contemporary 

Masterpieces from Turkey from the collection of the Central Bank of the Republic of 
Turkey, to discover an artistic tradition which is little known outside its borders. By 
incorporating new ideas without giving up its beliefs and aesthetic values it creates an 
original and subjective body of work. 
 
In March we can see Pedro Madueño. Journalistic Portraits. 1975-2011, with a 
hundred or so portraits of writers, politicians and figures from show business. 
Madueño’s work bears witness to three decades of journalism in Barcelona, with 
subjects ranging from Salvador Dalí to Tania Doris, from Quim Monzó to José Tomás, 
from Jordi Pujol to J.K. Rowling. 
 

 

A packed agenda of activities for all audiences  

 
Year after year ”la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects puts on a programme 
of activities that is a reference point on the cultural scene in our country. From an 
extensive repertory of cultural events (with seasons of lectures, seminars, performing 
arts and films on subjects as varied as contemporary thought, literature and poetry, 
history and pyschosocial issues), the aim is to delve deeper into the foundations of 

our culture and offer keys to an understanding of the great social 

transformations of our time.  

 
There will be a musical season with a wide range of events, including leading names 
of ancient music and outstanding musicians and groups from all over the 

world, with a variety of styles and formats. As a novelty this year there will be a 
season of electronic and experimental music in which leading international 
musicians will demonstrate the latest tendencies in the field at CaixaForum. 
 
CaixaForum Barcelona will also be putting on new family activities, with ones 
designed for senior citizens and cultural activities with social impact in which the 
social and cultural centre will be open to groups with special needs. 
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CAIXAFORUM BARCELONA 
 
 

2011-2012 SEASON 
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Francesc Serra. Enric Sagnier in his Studio,  c. 1915 

Barcelona Photographic Archive 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

”la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects organises the first exhibition about 

the Catalan architect, a key element of the configuration of the Barcelona cityscape 

 

Tibidabo, the Palau de Justícia, the new customs house in Barcelona and dozens of 
apartment buildings, churches and factories bear witness to the the activity of an unusul 
architect: Enric Sagnier i Villavecchia (1858-1931), creator of over 400 buildings in the city. 

His work evolved from the eclectic style characteristic of the last decades of the 19th century 
down to Modernisme. Later he interpreted a repertory of classical forms with French influence 
and developed a style of his own, adapted to the needs of a solid, bourgeois architecture, 

with the aim of crearing monumental reference points in the fabric of the city. 
 
The exhibition organised by ”la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects recreates the 

world of the Barcelona bourgeoisie where Sagnier was born: the family, technical modernity, 
the journeys in Europe. And his architecture is presented in an engrossing montage that 
introduces the visitors to a city under construction. 

 
On the one hand, the exhibition shows the versatility that led him to take an interest in 
different kinds of building: from a small workshop to a hotel, from a chalet to a bank. At the 

same time it presents the use of decorative elements of Modernisme, reconstructs the life of 
a landmark building like the Hotel Colón in Plaça Catalunya, which is no longer standing, 
takes a closer look at his work on the Palau de Justícia and recovers a spectacular collection 

of photographs of the building of Tibidabo Church, a religious symbol and internationally 
renowned icon of the city of Barcelona. 
 

 

Sagnier’s City. 
Modernista, eclectic and monumental 

 

From 14 September 2011 to 8 January 2012 

Inauguration: 13 September  

Curators: Santi Barjau and Julià Guillamon 

Organised and produced by: Obra Social ”la Caixa” 
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Serge Lifar and Alexandra Danilova in Apollon Musagète,  

showing the first version of the costumes designed by  

Coco Chanel. Photograph by Sasha © V&A Images 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

For the first time in Spain, an exhibition rediscovers the figure of the impresario Sergei 

Diaghilev over 20 years of the history of his legendary ballet company 

 

Sergei Diaghilev (1872-1929) is a key figure to understanding the progress of the dance, the 
art and the music of the 20th century. Through his company, the Ballets Russes, and drawing 

on the notion of the total work of art, he was committed to the renewal of visual language 
through both the choreography and the sets and musical language.  
 

The exhibition Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes, 1909-1929. When art dances with music travels 
through 20 years of the history of the dance company from 200 objects including posters, 
costumes, elements for the choreography, designs, sculptures, booklets, programmes, 

photographs, theatre models and documentary films. 
 
Avantgarde visual artists of the stature of Matisse, Picasso, Braque, Derain, Goncharova, 

Laurencien or Chanel (all to be seen at the exhibition) took part in the design of costumes 
and sets. Likewise, musicians such as Ravel, Satie, Falla, Stravinsky, Prokofiev, Rimsky-
Korsakov (Diaghilev’s musical master); dancers like Fokine, Nijinsky, Pavlova, Karsavina or 

Massine and writers like Jean Cocteau worked together to bring about this renewal, spurred 
on by Diaghilev. 
 

 

 

 Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes, 

1909-1929.  
When art dances with music 

 

From 5 October 2011 to 15 January 2012 

Inauguration: 5 October 

Curators: Geoffrey Marsh and Jane Pritchard, manager and 

curator of the Victoria & Albert Museum Theatre and Dance 

Department 

Organised by: Victoria & Albert Museum London 

Produced by: Obra Social ”la Caixa”  
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Claude Monet, The Cliffs at Étretat, 1885. Sterling and 

Francine Clark Art Institute, Williamstown, 

Massachusetts, USA. 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Manet, Monet, Renoir, Degas and the full splendour of the Paris of the early 20th century 

come to CaixaForum Barcelona from the Sterling and Francince Clark Art Institute 

 
The exhibition brings together some exceptional works of 19th and early 20th century 
painting, from the collection of Sterling and Francine Clark. Sterling Clark acquired most of it 

in Paris in the early years of the 20th century, moved by the pleasure of being surrounded by 
the great creations of his time.  
 

Clark conceived his compilation for the home: the works were part of the everyday 
environment and were distributed around the house according to his taste, which combined 
pieces from different periods and styles. Clark sought for continuity between the creations of 

the past and the present, from a  perspective which we can feel very close to us.  
 
The works he acquired, mainly from the first period of Impressionism, lived alongside the old 

masters and painting from the time immediately preceding, without breaks. And so the 
exhibition includes Realist painters of the Barbizon School –Corot, Millet, Rousseau– and the 
great masters of Impressionism: Sisley, Pissarro, Manet, Monet, Degas and Renoir. 

 
Clark turned his private passion into a collective heritage and in 1955 built his own museum 
at Williamstown, in the state of Massachusetts. Among the works loaned are Dancers in the 

Classroom by Degas; Moss Roses in a Jar, by Manet, and a portrait of Thérèse Berard by 
Renoir.  
 

Impressionists:  
French masters from the Clark collection 

 

From 17 November 2011 to 12 February 2012 

Inauguration: 16 November  

Curator: Richard Rand, curator of the Sterling and 

Francince Clark Art Institute 

Organisation: Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute 

and Obra Social ”la Caixa” 
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”la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects is premiering this large installation by 

the two Barcelona artists recently acquired for the Contemporary Art Collection 

 
Room 2 of CaixaForum Barcelona is used as an exhibition space for the Fundació ”la Caixa” 

Contemporary Art Collection and since the last season has been presenting recently acquired 
large installations alongside other emblematic pieces given by the artists themselves. After 
the exhibitions of the work of Omer Fast and Pierre Huyghe comes the turn of Bestué-Vives. 

 
The four works that make up the Actions project revolve around the idea of space from 
different aspects, both physical and mental. In Actions in Mataró (2002) they carried out a 

series of small calibre interventions with which they did a rereading of the public space by 
posing its particular imaginary. In Actions at Home (2005) the starting point was that the 
private/public space is not an urbs, but the boundaries of an apartment in the Barcelona 

Eixample. Actions on the Body (2006) is a theatrical performance recorded on video which 
questions situations we face, conceiving the body as the receiver of all of them. The cycle 
ends with Actions in the Universe, an installation that invite spectators on a journey around 

different rooms that enable a transition from considerations around the microscopic –particles 
and the interior of the body– to the most general and abstract such as the universe. 
 

David Bestué and Marc Vives have been working together since 2002. All their works share a 
playful tone which conjures up the spirit of Dada. With formats as diverse as video, theatre or 
photomontage they always start from everyday situations and objects to draw the spectators’ 

attention to things that, because they are routine or insipid, tend to pass unnoticed.  
 

Bestué-Vives. Actions in the 
Universe 

Contemporary Art Collection 
 

From 8 February to 29 April 2012 

Curator: Nimfa Bisbe, director of the Fundació ”la Caixa” 
Contemporary Art Collection 

Organised by: Obra Social ”la Caixa” 
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Self-portrait with Green Ribbon  
© 2009 Musée du Louvre / Erich Lessing 

 

 

CaixaForum Barcelona is hosting the biggest retrospective in half a century of the 

work of the great French painter, including paintings that are leaving the Musée du 

Louvre for the first time 

 
Eugène Delacroix (1798-1863) was the first modern, raw and passionate painter to bring to 

canvas the spiritual renewal of Romanticism. Drama, exoticism, movement and colour define 
the work of an artist who regarded himself as a revolutionary confronting the rigid conventions 
of neo-Classical art. 

 
This exhibition, a product of the association between ”la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach 
Projects and the Musée du Louvre, brings together over one hundred works by the great 

French painter, with loans from leading institutions such as the National Gallery of London, 
the Metropolitan Museum of New York or the Art Institute of Chicago. This is the most 
complete exhibition organised since the large one mounted to coincide with the centenary of 

his death in 1963. 
 
Delacroix (1798-1863) will show some of his most famous oils, such as Greece Expiring on 

the Ruins of Missolonghi or Women of Algiers in their Apartment, specially loaned for the 
exhibition. This major retrospective offers a journey through the different stages of his 
production, from the first works that sought inspiration in the museum, to the period of 

maturity, when he drew his subjects from reality, with special emphasis on his historical works 
and those with oriental themes. 
 

Delacroix 
(1798-1863) 

 

From 15 February to 20 May 2012 

Inauguration: 14 February  

Curator: Sébastien Allard, chief curator of the Musée du 

Louvre Painting Department  

Organised by: Obra Social ”la Caixa”  and Musée du 

Louvre 

Producció: Obra Social ”la Caixa” 
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Francisco de Goya y Lucientes, Witches’ Flight, 1797 
Museo Nacional del Prado, Madrid 

 

 
”la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects brings to Barcelona the first major 

Goya exhibition based on the Museo del Prado collection, the largest in the world 

 
Made up of almost one hundred works, Goya: Lights and Shadows takes us on a 
chronological journey through the work of this genius. A wide-ranging selection which, with no 
pretension to being exhaustive, is structured in the form of small visual stories that analyse 
the big subjects dealt with by the artist throughout his life.  
 
For the first time in Barcelona, and within the framework of the cooperation agreement 
between ”la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects and the Museo del Prado, the 
exhibition includes such outstanding and popular pieces as The Clothed Maja, The Parasol, 

Witches’ Flight or Still Learning.  
 
The various microstories reflect the social reality of the time when Goya lived, and feature 
royalty and the upper classes, but also intellectuals, friends of his and the common people. 
The show highlights the richness of subject matter and the impressive technique of his work, 
as well as the fact that he combined commissions and freer, more critical compositions, which 
sprang from his own desire for expression.  
 
One important aspect of the exhibition focuses on showing his surprising mastery of different 
techniques, which opened the way to the modern liberation of art. Along the route spectators 
will discover the technical and ideological links with later artists, a singular road of his own 
which has made Goya “the first modern artist”. 
 
 

Goya: 
Lights and Shadows 

 

From 16 March to  24 June 2011 

Inauguration: 15 March  

Curators: Manuela Mena, head of 17th Century Painting 

Conservation and Goya at the Museo del Prado, and José 

Manuel Matilla, chief curator of the  Museo del Prado 

Drawings and Engravings Department 
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“This is not a cellar, this is a cathedral of wine”. Those words spoken by Àngel Guimerà when 

he entered the Espluga de Francolí cellar sum up the spirit of this exhibition. It aims to 
discover the high artistic and architectural value of these buildings and will deal with the 
particular architectural and socio-political features of the early 20th century and the singularity 

of the cellars as wine-producing spaces.  
 
The  exhibition will have one part, which can be visited at CaixaForum Barcelona, that reflects 

the innovation these Modernista cellars represented for architecture and the wine-producing 
industry at the time. It will also refer to the historical moment and the leading people their its 
development, such as Cèsar Martinell. The physical exhibition will be accompanied by a 

virtual space which will complement and expand some of its elements. Thirdly, there will be 
others elements distributed around various venues, especially the Modernista cellars that 
have been restored or where work is being done now.  

 
The restoration of the cellars and the exhibition are part of the existing agreement with the 
Catalan government to restore Modernista cooperative cellars of great artistic and heritage 

value, with an investment by “la Caixa” Social and Cultural Outreach Projects of 3.6 

million euros. 
 

 

 

Cellars  
 

From 23 May to 26 August 2012 

Inauguration: 22 May 

Organised and produced by: Obra Social ”la Caixa”  

and the Catalan government  
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CaixaForum Barcelona hosts an unusual exhibition focusing on the history and 

significance of the towers and skyscrapers from antiquity until today 

 
Towers and Skyscrapers explores the diversity of architectures which over time have 
embodied a quest for the inaccessible with their disproportionate size and their desire to 

break all material bounds. A desire that starts with the myth of the Tower of Babel and moves 
on to the appearance of the first skyscrapers in the United States in 1850, which gradually 
spread all over the world between the 20th and 21st centuries.  

 
The towers reflect one of the most significant aspects of modernity and are indispensable 
references in terms of town planning. Moreover, towers and skyscrapers enable us to 

appreciate the change in contemporary uses and the development of techniques and 
materials. 
 

The exhibition is a journey through the history of the building of towers and skyscrapers from 
a wide range of material including paintings, engravings, drawings, models and photographs. 
It starts with the myth of the Tower of Babel, which defied natural laws and divine power, and 

comes down to the high-rise projects of the 21st century. 
 

 
 
 

 

Towers and Skyscrapers. 
From the Tower of Babel to Dubai 

 

From 15 June to 9 September 2012 

Inauguration: 14 June  

Curators: Robert Dulau, chief curator of Patrimoine de France, and 

Pascal Mory, architect and lecturer at the Paris École Nationale 

Supérieure d’Architecture 

Organised by: Obra Social ”la Caixa”, Construire le Futur and 

Martine Berbé 

Produced by: Obra Social ”la Caixa”   
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”la Caixa” Outreach Projects Communication Department 

Jesús N. Arroyo: 934 0461 31 / 629 79 12 96 / jnarroyo@fundaciolacaixa.es 
Josué García: 934 046 151 / 638 14 63 30 / jgarcial@fundaciolacaixa.es 

 
”la Caixa” Outreach Projects. Multimedia Press Room 

http://premsa.lacaixa.es/obrasocial/ 
www.obrasocial.lacaixa.es 

 
 


