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”la Caixa” appoints Xavi as ambassador for 

its Social Work programmes 
 
 

 

• This morning Isidro Fainé, president of “la Caixa” and the “la Caixa” 

Foundation, and Jaume Giró, executive officer of “la Caixa” and deputy 

general manager of the “la Caixa” Foundation, presided the ceremony 

to present the football player, Xavi Hernández, as the new ambassador 

for the programmes promoted by “la Caixa” Welfare Projects. 

 

• The alliance between “la Caixa” Welfare Projects and Xavi is due to 

both the institution and the football player identifying with the values 

of commitment, work and service, which has made them both top rate 

social references. In this respect, the appointment stems from the 

intentions of both parties to join forces and improve the quality of life 

for the most vulnerable people.  

 

• As a result of the agreement, Xavi will become an ambassador and 

provide his image, with no personal interest, for the initiatives of “la 

Caixa” Welfare Projects. Overcoming poverty in Spain, promoting jobs 

among groups at risk of exclusion, an active and healthy life for the 

elderly and combating infant mortality in developing countries are just 

some of the objectives involved in this collaboration. 

 

Barcelona, 20 February 2012.- Isidro Fainé, president of “la Caixa” and the “la 

Caixa” Foundation, Jaume Giró, executive officer of “la Caixa” and deputy 

general manager of the “la Caixa” Foundation, and Xavi Hernández, a football 

player, captain of FC Barcelona, and a player in the Spanish national team, 

announced an agreement this morning that will now make the international 

footballer an ambassador for “la Caixa” Welfare Projects. Jaume Lanaspa, 



general manager of the “la Caixa” Foundation, was also present at the 

ceremony. 

 

After the formal presentation ceremony, the agreement was staged with a 

symbolic honorary kickoff and a short match in which Isidro Fainé and Xavi 

Hernández took part along with ten children from the CaixaProinfancia 

programme, an initiative aimed at caring for children at risk of social exclusion.  

 

In the words of Isidro Fainé, the agreement has been “reached in a quite natural 

way. During his whole career, Xavi Hernández has become an international 

social reference, defined by values of commitment, work, leadership and 

humility. At the Welfare Projects department, we support the same values to 

promote progress in society and assistance for the most vulnerable groups. We 

are convinced that the importance of Xavi’s sporting and human qualities will 

help us, if possible, so that our initiatives and commitment will reach even more 

people”. 

 

Xavi pointed out that “anyone with social concerns will value the work of “la 

Caixa” to provide aid to all kinds of groups and take it as an example. This I why 

I feel very enthusiastic and convinced about the step we are taking today. I 

would like to contribute to making our society a better place for everyone 

and I think that “la Caixa” Welfare Projects is really the best way to achieve 

this”. 

 

Therefore, Xavi will become an ambassador and provide his image, with no 

personal interest, for “la Caixa” Welfare Projects programmes. The aim of this 

appointment is to join forces and improve the quality of life of the most 

vulnerable people. This objective is even more important in the current 

economic scenario.  

 

Some of the first joint actions will be focussed on overcoming infant poverty, 

finding jobs for groups at risk of exclusion, care of the elderly and infant 

vaccination in developing countries. 

 

With people in mind, more than ever  

 

“la Caixa” has decided to reinforce, now more than ever, its commitment with 

people. In 2012, as in the last five years, “la Caixa” Welfare Projects will 

maintain a budget of EUR 500 million. The attention to the most pressing 

needs allocates the 66% of the budget.  

 



Within the scope of combating poverty and exclusion, the financial institution 

has been promoting the CaixaProinfancia programme since 2007, focussing on 

the welfare of families with children between 0 and 16 years old in a vulnerable 

situation. The initiative has already helped more than 185,000 children 

throughout the whole of Spain. 

 

Incorpora, the Welfare Projects’ programme to create employment, is aimed at 

groups that find particular difficulties in finding jobs (the disabled, the long-term 

unemployed, immigrants, young people at risk of exclusion or victims of gender 

violence, among others). The project has already helped find more than 50,000 

jobs in more than 19,000 ordinary companies for people at risk of exclusion. 

 

Moreover, right from the beginning, “la Caixa” Welfare Projects has promoted 

the participation of the elderly in society by helping them lead an active and 

healthy life and achieve personal independence, as well as assisting them in 

the use of new technologies. More than 6 million people have already taken part 

in these activities. 

 

Furthermore, outside our borders, the institution promotes infant vaccination 

for children under five years old in low income countries. Up to now the 

institution has contributed to more than 1.8 million children being immunised 

with pentavalent vaccine (for diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, pneumonia-

meningitis and hepatitis B). 

 

In addition to these programmes, “la Caixa” Welfare Projects promotes other 

projects aimed at covering various social needs: prevention of drug addiction, 

immigrants’ integration in society, promoting volunteer work, assignment of 

microcredits and international cooperation. The support for education and 

research, preserving the environment and dissemination of culture complete 

the fundamental objectives of “la Caixa” Welfare Projects.  
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