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According to an agreement signed today at CaixaForum Madrid, the social 

and cultural centres that ”la Caixa” operates in Madrid, Barcelona, 

Saragossa, Palma, Lleida, Tarragona and Girona are to host four new 

exhibitions 

 
 

”la Caixa” Foundation and the Louvre 
Museum intensify their cooperation in the 

joint organisation of exhibitions  
 
 

• Following the success of the exhibitions that the organisations they 

represent have jointly organised in Spain in recent years, Isidre 

Fainé, president of ”la Caixa”, and Henri Loyrette, president and 

director of the Louvre Museum, are to sign a new cooperation 

agreement to produce four more shows over the next four years. 

 

• Under this agreement, the CaixaForum centres in Madrid, 

Barcelona, Saragossa, Palma, Girona, Tarragona and Lleida will 

host exhibitions featuring works from the Louvre Museum 

collections and jointly organised by the two organisations. 

 

• The Madrid and Barcelona centres will present two shows between 

2014 and 2016: a major retrospective on the work of one of the most 

influential of nineteenth-century French painters, Jacques Luis 

David, who started under the Ancien Régime, embraced the French 

Revolution and ended up as a supporter of Napoleon; and an 

archaeological exhibition exploring the importance of the bestiary 

in Pharaonic Egypt. 

 

• Two further exhibitions will also be organised under the agreement: 

a completely new show devoted to Charles Le Brun, based on the 

large cartoons that the French painter produced for the Hall of 

Mirrors in Versailles, restored especially for the occasion; and an 

exhibition of Roman antiquities illustrating the role played by 

women in architectural decoration.  

 



Madrid, 3 July 2012.- This morning, Isidre Fainé, president of ”la Caixa” and 

”la Caixa” Foundation, and Henri Loyrette, president and director of the Louvre 

Museum, met at CaixaForum Madrid to sign a new agreement for cooperation 

between these two organisations over the coming years. 

 

The agreement signed today by ”la Caixa” Foundation and the Louvre Museum 

will enable the long-standing cooperation between these two institutions to 

continue to develop and intensify. 

 

A great leap forward was made in relations between the two organisations in 

2009 with the signing of the first framework agreement, under which several 

major exhibitions have been organised and presented in Spain over the last four 

years. The success of this cooperation is reflected in the number of visitors to 

these shows: with the final exhibition organised under the previous cooperation 

agreement, devoted to Sumerian civilisation, still to open at ”la Caixa” 

Foundation’s Madrid and Barcelona centres, a total of more than 840,000 

people have visited the exhibitions. 

 

Five exhibitions were included in the previous framework agreement: 

 

- Etruscan Princes. Between East and West (CaixaForum Barcelona) 

- Roads of Arabia. Archaeological Treasures from the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia (CaixaForum Barcelona) 

- Another Egypt. Coptic Collections from the Louvre Museum (CaixaForum 

Palma, CaixaForum Girona and CaixaForum Lleida) 

- Delacroix (1798-1863) (CaixaForum Madrid and Barcelona) 

- Before the Flood. Mesopotamia (3500 – 2000 BC) (CaixaForum 

Barcelona [November 2012] and CaixaForum Madrid [March 2013]) 

 

The two institutions now seek to ensure the continuity of this cooperation, which 

was first launched in 2009, by renewing their agreement and extending it to 

2016, as well as broadening and intensifying their relations. The agreement 

signed today between ”la Caixa” Foundation and the Louvre Museum includes 

loans of works from the latter as well as the joint organisation of exhibitions 

curated by experts from the Paris museum. 

 

The four shows organised under the new agreement will be presented at 

”la Caixa” Foundation’s social and cultural centres in Barcelona, Madrid, 

Saragossa, Palma, Girona and Lleida.  

 



There follows a description of the content of these exhibitions and the venues 

that will host them. 

 

 

1) Charles Le Brun (1619 – 1690). The Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of 

Versailles  

CaixaForum Saragossa (February-May 2015) 

CaixaForum Palma (June-August 2015) 

 

Thanks to the cooperation between ”la Caixa” 

and the Louvre, this selection of some one 

hundred pieces by the French painter Charles 

Le Brun, famed as the creator and main 

exponent of the Louis XIV style, will be 

presented at two CaixaForum centres. The 

exhibition will feature 30 cartoons that Le Brun 

produced as full-scale preparatory drawings for 

the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles, 

without doubt his greatest work. 

 

Many of the cartoons will go on public display for the first time since the 

eighteenth century thanks to the cooperation between the Louvre Museum and 

”la Caixa” Foundation. The works have been completely restored, specifically to 

prepare them for presentation at CaixaForum Saragossa and CaixaForum 

Palma. The exhibition will be completed by a selection of paintings, engravings 

and tapestries by this master of French painting. 

 

 

2) Harmony and Excess: the Female Figure in Roman Mural Painting  

CaixaForum Girona (October 2014-January 2015) 

CaixaForum Lleida (February-May 2015) 

CaixaForum Tarragona (June-September 2015) 

 

This exhibition at the Girona, Lleida and 

Tarragona centres, based on works 

from the Louvre Museum, will feature 

outstanding examples of Roman mural 

painting, including both frescoes and 

terracotta architectural plaques. The 

latter are from the famous Campana 

Collection, assembled by the Italian 

Charles Le Brun, Two Angels Embracing 
© 2011 Musée du Louvre - Marc Jeanneteau 
 

God, River and Nymphs. © 2005 Musée du Louvre - Erich 
Lessing 



financier Giampietro Campana and acquired by the Louvre in the nineteenth 

century. 

 

These works, mostly from private collections, will illustrate the role of women in 

Roman times, a subject dealt with little in the official art of that period. 

 

 

3) Animals, Men and Gods. The Bestiary in Pharaonic Egypt  

CaixaForum Madrid, February-May 2015 

CaixaForum Barcelona, June-September 2015 

 

CaixaForum Madrid and CaixaForum 

Barcelona will host this major exhibition 

devoted to Ancient Egyptian civilisation, 

based on the Louvre collection, one of the 

most important in the world in this field. 

The show will suggest an innovative 

interpretation, focusing on animals, which 

were ubiquitous in Egyptian civilisation, 

both in everyday life and in symbolic 

images. A central element in coded language – hieroglyphics – the animal was 

a key element in Egyptian religious thought. 

 

 

4) David and His Times 

CaixaForum Madrid, October 2015-January 2016 

CaixaForum Barcelona, February-May 2016 

 

This exhibition project will focus on the life and 

work of Jacques Luis David (Paris, 1748 - Brussels, 

1825), as well as on the contemporaries of this 

neoclassical painter and the momentous period in 

which he was active.  

 

David was one of the most influential French 

painters in the nineteenth century, particularly in 

academic circles. The exhibition will highlight 

David’s beginnings, coinciding with the end of the 

Ancien Régime, the active role played by this friend 

of Maximilien de Robespierre during the French 

Revolution, the prominent position he occupied in 
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the artworld during the French Republic and his support for Napoleon 

Bonaparte during his final years. 

 

”la Caixa”, hand-in-hand with the world’s great museums 

 

The raison d’être of this cooperation between ”la Caixa” Foundation and the 

Louvre Museum is the mission that both organisations pursue to promote 

knowledge by organising both exhibitions of an archaeological nature that 

enable audiences to discover other civilisations, and presentations of art both 

ancient and modern.  

 

This ambitious agreement is the fruit of a policy established by ”la Caixa” 

Foundation to establish strategic alliances with leading cultural centres 

around the world, intensifying its cultural activities and promoting synergies 

amongst different institutions of the highest international standing. 

 

Besides this intense cooperation with the Paris museum, ”la Caixa” has also 

established important partnerships with such institutions as the Prado National 

Museum. In 2011, ”la Caixa” became a Benefactor of the Spanish art gallery, 

and the agreement between the two has provided the framework, not only for 

earlier cooperation on the joint educational programme The Art of Educating, 

but also for the organisation and production of four exhibitions, all based on 

works from the Prado collections. The first of these, Goya. Lights and Shadows, 

has just closed at CaixaForum Barcelona after an enormously successful run, 

attracting more than 290,000 visitors. 

 

In 2010, ”la Caixa” Foundation also signed an important agreement with the 

MACBA Foundation, subsequently extended to include the MACBA Consortium, 

for the joint management of their respective contemporary art collections. The 

new collection formed by pooling these resources encompasses a total of 5,500 

artworks and is one of the most important in Spain and southern Europe as a 

whole to be devoted to the period from the second half of the twentieth century 

to the present. The ultimate goal pursued by this merger is to help to generate 

increased understanding and awareness of recent art, to promote the new 

collection by organising joint exhibitions throughout Spain and to organise 

events on the international contemporary art scene. 

 

 

 

 

 



Further information: 

”la Caixa” Foundation Communication Department 

Jesús N. Arroyo: 934 046 131 / 629 791 296 / jnarroyo@fundaciolacaixa.es 

Josué Garcia: 934 046 151 / 638 146 330 / jgarcial@fundaciolacaixa.es 

http://www.obrasocial.lacaixa.es 
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