
“la Caixa” Foundation’s Sala Montcada analyses the
mechanisms of individual panic and collective psychosis

Total fear
Fear of otherness, but also of oneself. Situations of psychosis, panic and
anguish repeated day after day. Wars of mass destruction and terrorist
massacres, yet also mental imbalance and split personalities. We live
immersed in a ‘geography of fear’ that distorts the terms of human relations
and exchange. This definition, conceived by sociologist Mike Davis, is the
basis for Total fear, an exhibition that explores in “la Caixa” Foundation’s Sala
Montcada the mechanisms and ambivalence of fear in its individual and
collective forms. Under the title The dream of reason, artist Cuco Suárez (Pola
de Laviana, Asturias, 1961) presents a claustrophobic installation (symbolizing
the space of oneself) that analyses the psychotic and endogenous aspects of
individual panic through interviews with psychiatrists, patients and
pharmacists, continuously projected inside a space lined with drawings of
striations taken from Ridgest Riley’s painting. In parallel, the Xhafabdessemed
group, made up of artists Sislej Xhafa (Peja, Kosovo, 1970) and Adel
Abdessemed (Constantine, Algeria, 1971), present The second total fear, an
installation that engages visitors in reflection on the fears that grip all of
society using a symbolic, conceptual curtain of objects hung from the ceiling,
evocations of contemporary fears: ex-votos, crosses, mines and kefias that
symbolize the three monotheistic religions and that appear as metaphors for
aggressiveness and terror toward otherness.

The exhibition Total fear, curated by Teresa Macrí, can be visited at “la Caixa”
Foundation’s Sala Montcada (Montcada, 14), from 19 May to 25 July 2004.



Economic instability, social misdirection and the transformation of cultural values
outline a horizon of collective antagonisms and dislocation of the self. This paradigm
of fear not only alters the confrontation with the other, but also dismantles
relationships in the private sphere. Total fear is articulated around two reflections
that integrate the subjective (psychosis) and collective (political) parameters instilled
around the feeling of fear, increasingly rooted in the new globalized society.

The exhibit invites visitors to reflect on the ambivalence of both sides of fear:
collective and individual. To do so, “la Caixa” Foundation’s Sala Montcada is divided
in two spaces defined by the installations The dream of reason and The second total
fear. In the first, Cuco Suárez explores the mechanisms of individual panic, while the
Xhafabdessemed group analyses the collective facets of disturbance through the
second installation.
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Total fear
From 19 May to 25 July 2004

“la Caixa” Foundation’s Sala Montcada

Montcada, 14
08003 Barcelona

Information
www.fundacio.lacaixa.es/salamontcada
Tel.: 902 22 30 40

Hours:
Tuesday to Saturday, from 11 am to 3 pm and from 4 pm to 8 pm
Sundays and holidays, 11 am to 3 pm

Free admission


