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Major exhibitions showcasing the in finest contemporary art; a particular focus on film 
and photography; and shows devoted to architecture and archaeology: these are the 
main features on the programme for the coming season at ”la Caixa” Foundation’s 
social and cultural centre in Barcelona 
 
 

CaixaForum Barcelona presents its cultural 
activities for the coming year in an exceptional 

programme of exhibitions aimed at all 
audiences  

 

• ”la Caixa” Foundation presents the programme of activities for the 

2012-2013 season at its social and cultural centre in Barcelona. The 

new programme features an all-embracing range of activities aimed at 

the widest audiences. In this new exhibition season at CaixaForum 

Barcelona, the organisers hope to build on the success of the past 

year, when more than one million people visited the centre, which was 

celebrating its tenth anniversary. 

 

• The new season will begin in October with two exhibitions: The Arts 

of Piranesi, which will highlight the modernity of the great Venetian 

master and his influence on art over the last two centuries; and Food 

Justice, which will analyse the problems of food distribution and 

access at world level. 

 

• CaixaForum Barcelona Exhibition Room 2 will host a hugely 

ambitious project focusing on contemporary art. For an entire year, 

and based on works from ”la Caixa” Foundation Contemporary Art 

Collection, this exhibition, divided into three consecutive parts and 

curated by Rosa Martínez, will seek answers to a crucial question: Is 

art necessary to live? 

 

• As every year, moreover, ”la Caixa” Foundation will also devote 

particular attention to the art forms that define our times, such as film 

and photography. This season, with a retrospective devoted to 

Georges Méliès, the first “magician” in cinema history, and a 

provocative look at the influence that paintings by the great masters 

have wielded over historic and contemporary photography. 
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• CaixaForum Barcelona will also host a major archaeological show 

featuring outstanding pieces from Sumerian culture. Finally, the 

season will end with Japonism, at which visitors can discover the 

mark that Japan once made on Spanish art. 

 

Barcelona, 12 September 2012. This morning, Elisa Durán, assistant general 
manager of ”la Caixa” Foundation, Ignasi Miró, director of culture of ”la Caixa” 
Foundation, and Valentí Farràs, director of CaixaForum Barcelona, presented the 
programme of activities for the 2012-2013 season at the Foundation’s social and 
cultural centre in the Catalan capital. Once more, this year’s programme is governed 
by a clear principle: that the centre should pursue the civic mission of providing a 

meeting place between culture and citizens, a goal that is reflected in the broad-
ranging programme of activities, designed to interest all audiences. 
 
Once more, then, CaixaForum Barcelona provides a platform that, whilst taking 
contemporary social concerns into account, seeks to promote the value of culture as 
a factor in social integration. Through a programme that includes exhibitions, 
concerts, literary and poetry seasons, debates on current affairs, social events, 
educational and family workshops, and activities for the elderly, ”la Caixa” Foundation 
promotes knowledge and personal growth amongst citizens of all ages. 
 
For the 2012-2013 season, ”la Caixa” Foundation has prepared an innovative, wide-
ranging programme at CaixaForum Barcelona. These activities are organised at the 
service of communication, socialisation and, in short, the wellbeing of all citizens, 
embodying a unique model of a social, civic and cultural centre that the Foundation 
has also transferred to its other CaixaForum sites.  
 
The first CaixaForum centre opened in Palma in 1993, in a building by the architect 
Lluís Domènech i Montaner. This was followed in 2002 by CaixaForum Barcelona, 
installed in the former Casaramona factory (an Art Nouveau site designed by Josep 
Puig i Cadafalch), and in 2008 by CaixaForum Madrid, in central Paseo del Prado. 
From 2009, CaixaForum centres opened in the cities of Lleida and Tarragona, whilst 
CaixaForum Girona opened this year. Over the coming years, centres will also open 
in Saragossa and Seville, where construction is already underway. 
 
From ancient cultures to the finest contemporary art, not forgetting 

photography and film  

 
”la Caixa” Foundation has spared no efforts in drawing up an ambitious programme 
for the 2012-2013 season at CaixaForum Barcelona, a roster of activities that 
includes both newly-produced exhibitions and co-productions with leading museums 
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of the highest international standing in a range of fields: painting, architecture, 
archaeology, film, photography and contemporary art. 
 
 
The new exhibition season at CaixaForum Barcelona will begin in October with an 
innovative exhibition devoted to Giovanni-Battista Piranesi, one of the most 
important eighteenth-century illustrators, who cultivated as no one the three-

dimensional aspect and details of engraving. The show features an unrepeatable 

series of more than 250 etchings by the great Italian artist, in an original exhibition 
organisation that invites visitors to enjoy a new way of looking at art, for the 
engravings are shown together with audiovisual materials and actual reproductions of 
pieces and scenes. In The Arts of Piranesi, then, viewers will discover the technique, 
intensity and evocative power of works that had a great influence on Romantic, 
Surrealist and Cubist artists. Even today, Piranesi’s etchings of Venetian prisons 
serve as inspiration for film set designers. 
 
As usual, moreover, in line with the centre’s mission to reflect on the needs of citizens 
and to suggest solutions to them, the CaixaForum Barcelona programme also 
focuses on social issues and current affairs.  
 
Consequently, parallel to the programme organised by its Culture Department, 
”la Caixa” Foundation’s International Cooperation Department will present a new 
exhibition, entitled Food Justice. Sowing Hope. The aim of this show is to raise 
awareness about the problem of food distribution and access on a global scale. 
Organised in cooperation with the FAO and Intermón Oxfam, Food Justice expresses 
the concerns of small farmers in countries in the developing world through the images 
of the photojournalist Pep Bonet (2nd prize, World Press Photo 2007). 
 
As in previous seasons, ”la Caixa” Foundation will devote Exhibition Room 2 wholly to 
contemporary art. In this case, a major project will occupy the room throughout the 
year. The initiative, entitled What to Think. What to Want. What to Do, takes the form 
of an exhibition divided into three parts, each devoted to answering one of the three 
questions posed in the title. The entire season, curated by Rosa Martínez —curator of 
the 52nd Venice Biennale, amongst others— will also revolve around a fourth 
question: is art necessary to live? 
 
And all this, based on ”la Caixa” Foundation Contemporary Art Collection. The 
various shows will feature essential pieces from this collection, as well as recent 
acquisitions and selected works received on loan. 
 
CaixaForum Barcelona will also invite visitors to discover ancient cultures, though 
with the clear intention of demonstrating their influence and their relationship to our 
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lifestyle today. The first show of this nature will be devoted to the culture of ancient 
Mesopotamia and its later influence on early civilisation in the Middle East. Besides 
some 400 archaeological pieces from major international public collections, Before 

the Flood. Mesopotamia, 3500-2100 BC will also include contemporary works that 
illustrate the image we have today of a little-known culture, and 3D reconstructions 
produced especially for the show, recreations of such sites as the city of Ur and the 
White Temple of Uruk, amongst others. 
 
The 2012-2013 exhibition season will then continue with two exhibitions devoted to 
art forms that were particularly pre-eminent at the turn of the new century: film and 
photography. Moreover, both of these shows will focus on a pioneering figure in their 
respective fields. Georges Méliès. The Magic of Cinema will explore the origins and 
work of the first wizard of film, showing what a vital figure Méliès continues to be even 
today, as illustrated by Martin Scorsese’s recent film, his first in 3D: Hugo (2011). 
Many of the objects featured in the exhibition are from Cinémathèque Française, 
which possesses the world’s largest legacy of drawings, films, cinema equipment, 
costumes and objects by Georges Méliès, as well as vast and valuable collections of 
objects and images related to the origins of the cinema. 
 
For its part, Seduced by Art. Photography Past and Present explores the 
relationship between classical painting, early photography from the mid-nineteenth 
century, and works by contemporary photographers. The exhibition, jointly organised 
by ”la Caixa” Foundation and the National Gallery, London, will present paintings and 
photographs grouped together according to traditional genres, such as portraiture, still 
life, nudes and landscape, for the first time comparing works by such artists as Julia 
Margaret Cameron, Helen Chadwick, Émile-Jean-Horace Vernet and Luc Delahaye; 
the portraiture of Tina Barney, Martin Parr and others, seen alongside the painting of 
Thomas Gainsborough; the nudes of Gustave Rejlander and contemporary artists like 
Richard Learoyd; and the photographic interventions of Richard Billingham, Craigie 
Horsfield and Learoyd himself, juxtaposed with great nineteenth-century paintings by 
Constable, Degas and Ingres. 
 
Finally, the season will end with the exhibition Japonism, an ambitious in-house 
production that, for the first time, will present an overall vision of artistic relations 
between Japan and Spain from the sixteenth century to the end of the Civil War. 
Interest in Japan spread throughout Europe during the late-nineteenth century, 
leaving a profound mark on mark on works by Impressionist, Post-Impressionist, 
Symbolist and even avant-garde artists. Although Japonism, understood as one of the 
most multi-faceted forms of artistic expression in the nineteenth century, has been 
studied in great depth internationally, this is not the case in Spain. Redressing this 
omission, the new show, organised and produced by ”la Caixa” Foundation, will 
illustrate how the phenomenon took root in our country. The 350 pieces featured in 
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Japonism will include works shown here for the first time, and that will enable visitors 
to discover the surprising links that can be found between such artists as Fortuny, 
Picasso, Regoyos, Casas and Miró and Japanese art. 
 
 
An intense agenda of activities for all audiences 

 
Year after year, ”la Caixa” Foundation provides an important point of reference point 
in our country’s cultural scene. Based on a vast repertory of cultural initiatives 
(including seasons of talks, seminars, performing arts and film devoted to a wide 
range of themes, including contemporary thought, literature and poetry, history and 
psychosocial issues), the Foundation pursues its mission to conduct in-depth 

exploration of the foundations of our culture and to suggest the keys that can 

help us to understand the great transformations that are currently taking place 

in it.  
 
The programme will also include an extensive music season featuring a varied range 
of activities. These include performances by leading figures in the world of ancient 

music and outstanding personalities and ensembles from the world music 

scene, embracing a wide variety of styles and formats. The centre will also present a 
season of electronic and experimental music, bringing major international artists to 
Madrid so that audiences can sample the latest trends in this sphere. 
 
CaixaForum Barcelona will also organise a new series of family activities, as well as 
initiatives aimed specifically at the elderly, and cultural activities aimed at 

generating social impact, in which ”la Caixa” Foundation opens up its social and 
cultural centre to groups with particular special needs. 
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The Arts of Piranesi 
Architect, Engraver, Antiquarian, Vedutista and Designer 

 

5 October 2012 - 20 January 2013 

Official opening: 4 October 2012 

Concept: Michele De Lucchi 

Produced by: Fondazione Giorgio Cini and Factum Arte 

Organised by: ”la Caixa” Foundation 

Curators: Giuseppe Pavanello, director of the Istituto di 

Storia dell’Arte de la Fondazione Giorgio Cini; Michele De 

Lucchi, director of the aMDL architecture studio (Milan); 

and Adam Lowe, director of Factum Arte.  

 

 

Piranesi. The Drawbridge. Carceri d’invenzione (c. 1761) 

Fondazione Giorgio Cini, Venice 

 

 

Etchings, objects and photographs on show at CaixaForum Barcelona illustrate 

the Venetian artist’s modernity and his enormous influence on the art of the last 

two centuries  

 

In his working methods, Giambattista Piranesi (Venice, 1720 – Rome, 1778) was a precursor of 
the role played by architects and designers today. Now, for the first time, an exhibition 
highlights Piranesi’s modernity in an approach to his work never before taken: in this show, the 

Venetian artist is presented as a modern creative, one engaged in the task of renewing 
architecture. Moreover, the latest technology is used to reveal the richness of Piranesi’s work, 
his eclecticism and his eccentric creative vein.  

 
The Arts of Piranesi. Architect, Engraver, Antiquarian, Vedutista and Designer was conceived 
by Michele De Lucchi, produced by the Fondazione Giorgio Cini in association with Factum 

Arte and organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation. Featuring more than 250 original etchings, the 
show focuses particularly on the multi-disciplinary approach, style and extraordinary modernity 
of the Venetian artist. This it does through a series of contemporary interventions inspired by 

Piranesi’s work: a 3D video projection of the Carceri d’invenzione and eight original objects 
conceived by Piranesi and illustrated in his etchings, but never before actually made. 
Additionally, The Arts of Piranesi features Gabriele Basilico’s views of Roma and Paestum, in 

which the photographer pays personal tribute to the great master. 
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Food Justice. 
Sowing Hope 

 

11 October 2012 - 6 January 2013 

Official opening: 10 October 2012 

Organised and produced by: ”la Caixa” 

Foundation International Cooperation 

Programme, in cooperation with the Food and 

Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations 

(FAO) and Intermón Oxfam 

Curator: Gonzalo Fanjul, expert in development 

policy  

  

Something is wrong with the way the food system works. Our planet produces enough 

food for everyone to eat, yet nearly 1,000 million people go hungry whilst another 1,000 

million suffer from different forms of obesity  

 
The purpose of this new exhibition, organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation International 
Cooperation Programme, is to raise awareness about the problem of food distribution and 

access on a global scale and to sound a warning about the serious problems we face if the 
present model is maintained. 
 

Organised in cooperation with the FAO and Intermón Oxfam, the exhibition expresses the 
feelings of small producers in countries in the developing world through the images of the 
photojournalist Pep Bonet (3rd prize FotoPress 2007 and 2nd prize World Press Photo 2007). 

These farmers, who are amongst those who most suffer from poverty and famine, are 
nonetheless crucial to the future of food supply on our planet. Provided with appropriate 
resources and fair laws enabling them access to land and to compete in equal conditions, these 

poorer producers hold the key to a fairer, more sustainable food supply model. 
 
”la Caixa” Foundation has cooperated with programmes to promote sustainable development 

and improved living conditions amongst more vulnerable groups in the developing nations since 
1997. Within the frame of this initiative, the Foundation provides support for projects aimed at 
increasing food sovereignty. Similarly, efforts are also invested in combating child malnutrition 

and actions to protect and assist the victims of natural disasters and armed conflicts, with 
particular attention to humanitarian crises caused by lack of access to food. 
 
 
 

© Pep Bonet 
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What to Think. What to Want. What to Do  
 

What to Think: 9 November 2012 - 20 January 2013 

What to Want: 8 February - 28 April 2013 

What to Do: 15 May - 8 September 2013 

Official opening: 8 November 2012 

Organised and produced by: ”la Caixa” Foundation 

Curated by: Rosa Martínez, independent curator 

Cao Guimarães. Gambiarras 106, 2010.  

”la Caixa” Foundation Contemporary Art Collection 

 
 

Is art necessary to live? A three-part exhibition featuring works from ”la Caixa” 

Foundation Contemporary Art Collection seeks the answer to this question  

 
Over the 2012-2013 season, Exhibition Room 2 at CaixaForum Barcelona will host an 

ambitious and wide-ranging contemporary art project. What to Think. What to Want. What to Do 
is an exhibition divided into three consecutive parts, curated by Rosa Martínez (curator of, 
amongst other events, the 52nd Venice Biennale and the 5th International Istanbul Biennial), 

which, through outstanding works from ”la Caixa” Foundation Contemporary Art Collection, 
seeks answers to the great question that hangs over our culture today: why and in what way 
is art necessary to live. 

 
If it is to be relevant and meaningful, art should reflect the concerns of its times and generate 
aesthetic and critical interaction with viewers. In recent years, the avant-garde ideal has given 

way to the blurred boundaries of post-modernism. This development has not only brought 
about a critical questioning of the western canon, but has also increased the fear of losing 
ourselves in all the chaos. For this reason, and in these confused times, it is worth asking 

ourselves once more such questions as: what to think? What to want? What to do? The basic 
objective of this exhibition cycle is to explore these issues and to see how works from a major 
collection reflect on them, examine them or take them beyond their own particular period. 

 
The exhibitions will feature a number of new additions to ”la Caixa” Foundation Contemporary 
Art Collection (Javier Téllez, Cao Guimarães), a selection of pieces by artists already 

represented in it (Anish Kapoor, Dora García, Miquel Barceló, Juan Muñoz and Doris Salcedo, 
amongst others), and several works on loan (Elija-Liisa Ahtila, Rivane Neuenschwander, 
Àngels Ribé, Bruce Nauman, Miroslaw Balka). The cycle will also leave the exhibition room on 

the occasions of the anthological installation devoted to Joseph Beuys and Rogelio López 
Cuenca’s creation for the Art Nouveau terraces at CaixaForum Barcelona. 
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Before the Flood.  
Mesopotamia 3500-2100 BC 

 

30 November 2012 - 24 February 2013 

Official opening: 29 November 2012 

Organised and produced by: ”la Caixa” Foundation 

Curator: Pedro Azara, architect and professor of 

Aesthetics at Barcelona School of Architecture  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head of female worshipper. Early Dynastic Period, 2900-2334 B.C. 

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Gift of Mrs. Gallatin Cobb 

 

 

Through over 400 archaeological objects and 3D reconstructions, this exhibition 

enables visitors to discover Mesopotamian culture and the influence it had on later 

civilisations  

 

Around 5,500 years ago, in the marshes of the Tigris and Euphrates delta region, in what is 
now southern Iraq, the Mesopotamian peoples —who spoke the Sumerian and Akkadian 
languages— built the first cities. In this way, the first forms of territorial organisation emerged in 

the early part of the fourth millennium BC, in a region that was both fertile and inhospitable. The 
first city, Uruk, saw the introduction of communications networks, with roads, canals and ports. 
Social hierarchies were developed, along with the division of labour, capitalism, strong power 

(monarchic or imperial), writing, calculus, units of measurement of time, space and the value of 
goods, and law, as well as cultural manifestations that enabled people to become differentiated 
from nature whilst, at the same time, dominating it. 

 
Through some 400 archaeological pieces from major international public collections, Before 

the Storm. Mesopotamia, 3500-2100 BC explores our debt to this early culture in the ancient 

Middle East. The show will also illustrate the image of the world held by the people of 
Mesopotamia in the fourth and third millennia BC, a worldview which has largely reached us 
through the Bible, the Koran and Greek myths and texts. Before the Storm also includes a 

series of contemporary works that reveal the influence exercised by Mesopotamia in 
subsequent periods, as well as several 3D reconstructions created specifically and recreating 
such sites as the city of Ur and the White Temple of Uruk, amongst others. 
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Seduced by Art 
Photography Past and Present 

 

 22 February - 19 May 2013 

Official opening: 21 February 2013 

Organised and produced by: The National Gallery 

(London) and ”la Caixa” Foundation 

Curated by: Hope Kingsley, Curator for Education and 

Collections at the Wilson Centre for Photography, and 

Christopher Riopelle, Curator of Post-1800 Paintings at 

the National Gallery, London 

 

 

 

Richard Learoyd, Man with Octopus Tattoo, 2011 

Artist’s collection. Courtesy of Richard Learoyd and the McKee Gallery, New York 

  

 

A provocative look at the influence that fine art traditions have exercised on photography, 

from its beginnings to work being done by photographers today 

 

This groundbreaking exhibition —organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation and the National Gallery, 
London— explores the relationship between historical painting, early photography from the mid-
nineteenth century and work being done by certain photographers today. Right from the 

beginning, photography dared to claim traditional “high art” subjects as its own. Reflecting this, 
Seduced By Art features works by some of the most outstanding European practitioners, 
alongside photographs by an international array of contemporary artists, including new 

photography and video specially commissioned for the exhibition and on public display for the 
first time.  
 

In the exhibition, paintings and photographs are presented together according to traditional 
genres such as portraiture, still life and landscape. The show will contrast religious imagery by 
19th-century photographer Julia Margaret Cameron and late 20th-century artist Helen 

Chadwick with spectacular battlefield tableaux by Emile-Jean-Horace Vernet from 1821 and 
Luc Delahaye’s work of 2001. The theme of portraiture includes Tina Barney’s astute social 
portraits, whilst Martin Parr’s acerbic work is displayed alongside Thomas Gainsborough’s Mr 

and Mrs Andrews (about 1750), and nudes by the pioneering early photographer Oscar 
Gustave Rejlander and contemporary practitioners like Richard Learoyd. Seduced by Art will 
also include photographic “interventions” by Richard Billingham, Craigie Horsfield and Richard 
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Learoyd, compared to great nineteenth-century works by such artists as Constable, Degas and 

Ingres. 
 
 

Georges Méliès.  
The Magic of Cinema 

 

5 April - 30 June 2013 

Official opening: 4 April 2013 

Organised and produced by: 

Cinémathèque Française and ”la Caixa” 

Foundation 

Curator: Laurent Mannoni, scientific 

director of Cultural Heritage and the 

Conservatory of Cinematographic 

Techniques, Cinémathèque Française 

 

 

 

Georges Méliès, design for A Trip to the Moon (1902).  

Cinémathèque Française Collection. Photograph: Stéphane Dabrowski 

  

 

CaixaForum Barcelona takes visitors on a fascinating journey into the world of 

Georges Méliès, one of the most important creative artists in film history, through a 

selection of original objects and screenings  

 

Continuing the tradition of organising exhibitions on the theme of the cinema, ”la Caixa” 
Foundation presents a show devoted to the career of Georges Méliès, considered the first 

wizard of film. The show embraces the diversity of the French director’s work and considers the 
important position he holds in film history, something that was underlined once more recently by 
Martin Scorsese’s 3D film Hugo (2011). Where did Méliès come from? How did he bring his 

extraordinary universe into being? What were his sources of inspiration? For the first time, this 
exhibition reveals Méliès’ cultural, artistic and technical background, showing that the origins of 
his universe lie in the very roots of cinema itself: shadow theatre, magic lanterns, 

phantasmagoria, chronophotography, illusionism, magic and fantasy. 
 
Visitors will journey to the strange, agitated, effervescent world invented by one of the most 

important artists in cinema history to witness the birth of the new art form. The exhibition will 
feature film screenings, working cinematographic equipment and unique objects, such as 
Méliès’ first camera and the original costumes used in A Trip to the Moon. Many of the objects 

included belong to Cinémathèque Française. Established in 1936, this organisation possesses 
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the world’s most important legacy of drawings, films, cinematographic equipment, costumes 

and objects by Georges Méliès, as well as a large and valuable collection of objects and 
images relating to the origins of the cinema. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Japonism. 
The fascination for Japanese art at the turn of the twentieth century  

 

14 June - 15 September 2013 

Official opening: 13 June 2013 

Organised and produced by: ”la Caixa” Foundation 

Curated by: Ricard Bru i Turull, independent curator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

José Pinós, The Lady of the Birds, 1890. Private collection 

 

 

For the first time, an exhibition presents an overall vision of artistic relations 

between Japan and Spain from the sixteenth century to the end of the Civil War 

 
Interest in Japan spread throughout Europe during the late-nineteenth century, leaving a 
profound mark on works by Impressionist, Post-Impressionist, Symbolist and even avant-

garde artists. Although Japonism —understood as one of the richest and most multi-faceted 
forms of artistic expression in the nineteenth century— has been studied in great depth 
internationally, this is not the case in Spain. Redressing this omission, however, Japonism, 

organised and produced by ”la Caixa” Foundation, will illustrate how the phenomenon took 
root in our country.  
 

Much as occurred in other countries, such as Belgium, Holland, Germany and Italy, Japonism 
began to take root in Spain in the late-1870s and flourished particularly around the turn of the 
century, influencing outstanding members of the Art Nouveau movement and enriching the 

work of such diverse artists as Marià Fortuny, Pablo Picasso and Joan Miró.  
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The origins of this exhibition lie in the celebration of Spain-Japan Dual Year (2013-2014), 

organised by the ministries of foreign affairs in both countries. Japonism encompasses the 
period from the sixteenth century —when the first cultural exchanges began to take place 
between the two nations— to the Civil War. Featuring some 300 pieces, the exhibition 

includes many works shown for the first time and will enable visitors to discover surprising 
links between such artists as Fortuny, Picasso, Regoyos, Casas, Utrillo and Miró and 
Japanese art.  
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