
Miquel Barceló, Christian Boltanski, Juan Muñoz, Sigmar Polke and Bruce Nauman are
among the artists represented in this exhibition in Santander, organised to mark the
centenary of “la Caixa”.

The Museo de Bellas Artes and the Sala de Exposiciones del
Mercado del Este will be jointly showing outstanding works
from the Contemporary Art Collection of “la Caixa” Foundation

The Contemporary Art Collection of “la Caixa” Foundation is presenting a
substantial selection of works in Santander, featuring thirty-one artists from
Spain and abroad and highlighting the wide range of aesthetic options
represented in the Collection. The selection brings together leading figures in
contemporary art, all of whom have exerted great influence on aesthetics over
the last thirty years.
A total of fifteen works, mostly photographs, are presented in the Museo de
Bellas Artes, forming a disquieting scenario centring on differing
representations of the human figure. The works exhibited in the Sala de
Exposiciones del Mercado del Este are chiefly paintings associated with two key
turning points in the development of that discipline: the redefinition of painting
brought about by a number of artists in the 1980s, and the new abstraction felt
by artists in the late 1990s.

The exhibition, comprising works that are fundamental pieces in the
Contemporary Art Collection “la Caixa” Foundation,  is under the charge of its
curator, Nimfa Bisbe, and can be seen in Santander from 6 July to 18 September
2004 in the Museo de Bellas Artes (in Calle Rubio, No. 6) and in the Sala de
Exposiciones of the Mercado del Este (in Calle Bailén, s/n). This event was
organised to mark the occasion of the centenary of “la Caixa” (1904-2004).

The Contemporary Art Collection “la Caixa” Foundation was started in 1985 with the
aim of bringing together a body of works that would record the richness and complexity
found in artistic creation in our time. It now offers a broad panorama of the art produced
from 1980 to the present day through its collection of over nein hundred key works by
artists from Spain and other countries, including works by widely acknowledged artists
and also by younger artists who are opening up new paths for art today.



The collection has its permanent home at CaixaForum, the former Art-Nouveau textile
factory that “la Caixa” Foundation refurbished as a cultural centre in Barcelona two
years ago. Showing the collection is undoubtedly an essential contribution to the
Spanish art scene, and that is why “la Caixa” Foundation is arranging for it to be
shown, through various selections from the collection, in the leading exhibition centres
in Spain. The idea behind these exhibitions, which feature varying visions and
interpretations of the art of today, is to encourage visitors to take a fresh look at artistic
creation and to bring contemporary art to a wider audience.

This selection, which will be shown jointly in the Museo de Bellas Artes and in the Sala
de Exposiciones del Mercado del Este to mark the centenary of “la Caixa”, is a
substantial sample of works highlighting the wide range of aesthetic options
represented in the Collection.

The works presented in the Museo de Bellas Artes focus on varying representations of
the human figure. Most of them are photographs, some of which tackle, whether
theatrically or with stark realism, various issues of present-day life – identity, feminism,
memory and critiques of society – while others explore the photographic medium itself
as it has gradually moved into territories that were once the preserve of painting. This
venue will be home to works by Christian Boltanski, Günther Förg, Stefan Hablützel,
Craigie Horsfield, Cindy Sherman and Gillian Wearing.

In the Sala de Exposiciones del Mercado del Este, painting looms large. One the one
hand come works by particularly significant artists from the 1980s, engaging in an
important debate on the need to redefine painting. Artists such as Miquel Barceló or
Francesco Clemente turn to the cultural tradition of painting itself, with expressions of
narrative and figurative ideas, and casting off all avant-garde or modern prejudices. At
the other end of the room, a set of paintings from the late 1990s reveals a new attitude
with regard to the medium: the artists no longer concern themselves with the identity of
painting, working on it instead as a language capable of producing images, and
bringing in industrial colours, photographs and a wide range of textures and materials.
Here we find abstract painting that takes the ornamental and the decorative on board
as a point of reference and a resource. On display between those two extremes,
visitors will find various approaches to photography, with offerings that have generated
the most significant debates on theories of representation since the eighties. Also on
view are works by four emblematic artists who blazed new trails for sculpture. In the
middle of the room, works by Shirin Neshat and João Onofre point viewers to that new
aesthetic paradigm that the video has now become. Both focus on the sphere of
human relations, though from widely divergent positions: while Neshat takes a
sociological perspective, Onofre stresses the potential of technology for reformulating
fictional space. In addition to all those artists, the Sala de Exposiciones del Mercado
del Este will also house works by Tony Cragg, Richard Deacon, Katharina Fritsch,
Bernard Frize, Jorge Galindo, Andreas Gursky, Beatriz Milhazes, Felicidad Moreno,
Juan Muñoz, Bruce Nauman, Sigmar Polke, Fiona Rae, Thomas Ruff, Julião
Sarmento, Thomas Schütte, Thomas Struth, Sam Taylor-Wood, Jeff Wall and Franz
West.



Contemporary Art Collection “la Caixa” Foundation
6 July to 18 September 2004

Inauguration: Monday, 5 July 2004 at 1:00 p.m.

Museo de Bellas Artes
C/ Rubio, 6
39003 Santander

Sala de Exposiciones del Mercado del Este
C/ Bailén, s/n
39007 Santander

Opening hours: Museo de Bellas Artes
Monday to Friday, from 11:15 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Closed on Sundays and public holidays.

Opening hours: Sala de Exposiciones del Mercado del Este
Monday to Saturday, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Sundays and public holidays, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

“la Caixa” Foundation information service

www.fundacio.lacaixa.es
Tel.: 902 22 30 40
info.fundacio@lacaixa.es

Free admission

For further information and graphic materials:
Glòria Cid Gerlach. Communications Department of “la Caixa” Foundation
Telephone: 93 404 61 51. Fax: 93 404 60 80
E-mail: gmcid.fundacio@lacaixa.es



Catalogue of Works

Museo de Bellas Artes

Christian Boltanski

Archivos del año 1987 del diario El Caso (The El Caso newspaper’s archives on the year 1987),

1989

300 Black-and-white photographs and 16 lamps

60 x 50 cm each

Günther Förg

Eva (Eve), 1983

Colour photograph

180 x 120 cm

Günther Förg

Escalera (Stairway), 1983

Colour photograph

180 x 120 cm

Stefan Hablützel

1962 - 1929, 1995-1996

Polyester and oil

2 units: 219 x 65 x 30 cm each

Craigie Horsfield

Eva Saumell, calle de Manso, Barcelona, febrero 1996 (Eva Saumell, Manso street, Barcelona,

February 1996), 1996

Black-and-white photograph

142.2 x 139 cm

Craigie Horsfield

Círculo del Liceo, Rambla dels Caputxins, Barcelona, marzo 1996 (Círculo del Liceo on Rambla

Caputxins, Barcelona, March 1996), 1996

Black-and-white photograph

141 x 137 cm

Cindy Sherman

Untitled No. 85, 1981

Colour photograph

62.5 x 126 cm



Cindy Sherman

Untitled No. 102, 1981

Colour photograph

164.5 x 60.5 cm

Cindy Sherman

Untitled No. 228, 1990

Colour photograph

208 x 122 cm

Gillian Wearing

Autorretrato como mi tío Bryan Gregory (Self-portrait as my uncle Bryan Gregory), 2003

Colour digital C-Print

124 x 82.5 cm

Gillian Wearing

Autorretrato como mi madre Jean Gregory (Self-portrait as my mother Jean Gregory), 2003

Black-and-White digital C-Print

149 x 130 cm

Gillian Wearing

Autorretrato como mi hermana Jane Wearing (Self-portrait as my sister Jane Wearing), 2003

Colour digital C-Print

141 x 116 cm

Gillian Wearing

Autorretrato como mi padre Brian Wearing (Self-portrait as my father Brian Wearing), 2003

Black-and-white digital C-Print

164 x 130.5 cm

Gillian Wearing

Autorretrato como mi hermano Richard Wearing (Self-portrait as my brother Richard Wearing),

2003

Colour digital C-Print

191 x 130.5 cm

Gillian Wearing

Autorretrato a los 17 años de edad (Self-portrait at seventeen), 2003

Colour digital C-Print

115.2 x 92 cm



Sala de Exposiciones del Mercado del Este

Miquel  Barceló

Un puñado de tierra (A fistful of earth), 1989

Mixed technique on canvas

230 x 285.5 cm

Francesco Clemente

Guerra (War), 1988

Mixed technique on canvas

Triptych: 213.5 x 343.5 cm each

Tony Cragg

Untitled, 1993

Piano, eight chairs, pieces of wood and hooks

240 x 310 x 440 cm

Richard Deacon

Untitled, 1987

Laminated wood

160 x 64 x 185 cm

Katharina Fritsch

Soporte con vírgenes (Support with virgins), 1987-1989

Aluminium and plaster

270 x 82 x 82 cm

Bernard Frize

Taunus, 1982

Acrylics and resin on canvas

239 x 188.5 cm

Jorge Galindo

Le roi ornamental, 2003

Mixed technique on canvas

300 x 227 cm

Andreas Gursky

Tebas, oeste (Thebes, west), 1993

Colour photograph

225 x 183 x 5 cm (with frame)



Andreas Gursky

Hong Kong Shanghai Bank , 1994

Colour photograph

225.5 x 175 x 5 cm (with frame)

Beatriz Milhazes

O Diamante, 2002

Acrylics on canvas

250 x 381 cm

Felicidad Moreno

Untitled, 2003

Mixed technique on canvas

Diptych: 200 x 300 cm

Juan Muñoz

Escena de conversación (Hirshhorn) (Conversation scene [Hirshhorn]), 1995

Resin and sand

170.5 x 191 x 124 cm

Bruce Nauman

Good Boy Bad Boy, 1985

Videoinstallation

Variable dimensions

Shirin Neshat

Turbulencia (Turbulence), 1998

Two-channel video-projection

Variable dimensions

João Onofre

Untitled (Martha), 1998

Video-projection

Projection: 122 x 163 cm



Sigmar Polke

Mephisto, 1988

Mixed technique on canvas

225 x 305.5 cm

Fiona Rae

Casa de pájaros (Bird house), 1997

Oils and acrylics on canvas

243.8 x 213.4 cm

Thomas Ruff

Casa 6 II (House 6 II), 1989

Colour photograph

234 x 187 cm with frame

Thomas Ruff

Casa 5 III (House 5 III), 1988

Colour photograph

183 x 252 cm with frame

Julião Sarmento

Laura y Alice (9) (Laura and Alice), 1994

Mixed technique on canvas

205 x 290 cm

Thomas Schütte

Para los pájaros (For the birds), 1997

Painted-wood construction

217 x 137 x 91.5 cm; 217 x 201 x 91.5 cm; 217 x 95 x 91.5 cm

Thomas Struth

White Street, New York/Tribeca, 1978

Black-and-white photograph

41.5 x 57.5 cm

Thomas Struth

Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive, New York , 1978

Black-and-white photograph

55.5 x 39.5 cm



Thomas Struth

Washington Street (Reliance Building), Chicago/Illinois, 1990

Black-and-white photograph

51.5 x 41.5 cm

Thomas Struth

Hermannsgarten, Weissenfels, 1991

Black-and-white photograph

45 x 56.5 cm

Thomas Struth

Salzmannstrasse, Leipzig, 1991

Black-and-white photograph

45.5 x 56 cm

Thomas Struth

Humboldtstrasse, Leipzig, 1991

Black-and-white photograph

45.5 x 56 cm

Thomas Struth

Sophiengemeinde an der Grossen Hamburger Strasse, Berlin, 1992

Black-and-white photograph

42.5 x 56 cm (16 3/4 x 22 1/16 in )

Sam Taylor-Wood

Cinco segundos revolucionarios VII (Five revolutionary seconds VII), 1997

Colour photograph on vinyl and cassette tape

118 x 791 cm

Jeff Wall

Escena de caza (Hunting scene), 1994

Cibachrome slide, aluminium frame and fluorescent light

183 x 253 cm

Franz West

Los peces deben nadar (Fish must swim), 1994-1996

Cibachrome colour photograph by Glegg & Guttmann, 9 drawings and 2 chairs in steel,

masonite and plaster

255 x 380 x 71 cm




