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Press release 

 

Presenting ten documentary image projects, this collective exhibition explores 

social issues in different places around the world, from perspectives that 

transcend the boundaries of photojournalism 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 
With nearly three decades under its belt, the veteran FotoPres ”la Caixa” 
press photography competition is reinvented in this latest edition. The 
result is the exhibition that now receives its premiere at CaixaForum 
Madrid. In fact, these are ten exhibitions in one; ten personal approaches to 
documentary photography that explore and extend the status of the image 
as a reflection of reality. The projects, shown here for the first time, address 
different aspects of contemporary society ―territory, peripheries, identity, 
violence, frontiers― using formats that go beyond the traditional image to 
embrace video, documentation, installation and interaction with the social 
networks. The ten projects were produced thanks to support from the 
nineteenth edition of the competition. Moreover, in pursuit of the 
organisation’s commitment to the image and its role in the contemporary 
world, ”la Caixa” Foundation teamed up with the Magnum Photos agencies, 
whose photographers acted as mentors for the artists selected. Besides 
providing support for the artists, FotoPres ”la Caixa” also shows the 
results in this exhibition and promotes the publication of a book in which 
all the photographers were given complete freedom in designing their 
contributions. The artists selected are: Arnau Blanch, Rebecka Bíró and 
Victoria Montero, Jon Cazenave, the group formed by Borja Larrondo, 
Pablo López-Learte and Diego Sánchez, El Cíclope Mecánico, Gerardo 
Custance, Mattia Insolera, Sebastián Liste, David Mocha and the NOPHOTO 
group. 
 

 
19th FotoPres ”la Caixa”. New Documentary Image. Organised and produced by: 

”la Caixa” Foundation. Place: CaixaForum Madrid (Paseo del Prado, 36). Dates: 13 

February - 7 June 2015. 

 #FotoPres @CaixaForum 
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Madrid, 13 February 2015. CaixaForum Madrid today officially opens the 

collective exhibition 19th FotoPres ”la Caixa”. New Documentary Image. 

Organised and produced by ”la Caixa” Foundation, the show is the result of an 

edition that marked a new departure in the trajectory of this venerable 

competition. 

 

More than thirty years have now passed since ”la Caixa” Foundation announced 

the first FotoPres ”la Caixa”, a competition that has since become an 

international reference in the field of documentary photography, awarding prizes 

to a total of 300 photographers and 60 grants to young practitioners. 

 

And so it is that, after years devoted to promoting photojournalism, this 19th 

FotoPres ”la Caixa” sees the initiative entering a new stage. The competition 

expands to embrace a wider field, exploring the new role of the photographic 

medium in a world marked by mass access to production and consumption and 

the consequent transformation of traditional documentary image recording 

practices, a phenomenon that often generates multidisciplinary approaches. 

 

The popularisation of digital photography and its dissemination through the new 

technologies necessarily adds new considerations to debates about the status 

of the image as a document of reality. Accordingly, the projects presented in this 

exhibition focus on new registers, motifs and formats, in which photography is 

hybridised with other media, including video, maps and websites.  

 

The exhibition casts its light on social issues that are in danger of being 

obscured, buried beneath the huge amount of images that are produced and 

consumed daily. As a result, themes like territory, peripheries, identity, violence 

and frontiers generate unexpected narratives about communities, places and 

conflicts that have previously suffered from a lack of visibility. 

 

The ten works presented received support for the production and publication of 

documentary image projects established by ”la Caixa” Foundation. Besides 

encouraging creativity and offering the opportunity to take part in organising this 

collective exhibition, the FotoPres ”la Caixa” initiative also includes other 

innovative aspects, such as the supervision provided by tutors from the 

Magnum Photos agency, active participation on the 

http://fotopres.caixaforum.com website, which contains a record of all the work 

produced since the first photographers were selected two years ago, and 

preparation of a photobook during the competition. 

 

The 19th edition of FotoPres ”la Caixa” was launched in 2103 in the spirit that 

has always distinguished ”la Caixa” Foundation ―in line with transformations 
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taking place in society, open to the world and committed to human rights, justice 

and dignity― but renewed, adapted to the new technologies and forms of 

communication that characterise the twenty-first century. 

 

FotoPres ”la Caixa” includes two calls for proposals, leading to five grants of 

15,000 euros each for the production of five projects.  

 

Juries 
Juries appointed for both calls each selected ten projects from amongst over 

500 proposals submitted. For the first call, the jury was formed by Arianna 

Rinaldo, curator and photography editor; Alejandro Castellote, curator of 

photography; and Lorenza Bravetta, director of the Paris office of Magnum 

Photos. The jury for the second call for proposals was composed of: Carles 

Guerra, artist, critic and independent curator; and Marta Dahó, exhibition 

curator and teacher. 

 

Tutoring 
”la Caixa” Foundation was keen to encourage variety in use of languages and 

narrative forms. Each photographer was therefore offered the opportunity to 

work with a tutor who would give them individual advice and support throughout 

the production process. To this end, the organisation established a cooperation 

agreement with the international photography agency Magnum Photos. Under 

this agreement, six photographers from the agency ―Chien-Chi Chang, 

Thomas Dworzak, Moises Saman, Peter Marlow, Mark Power and Peter Van 

Agtmael― provided support and guidance for the projects, from initial idea to 

the design of the exhibitions and books. 

 

 

Publications 
Part of the FotoPres ”la Caixa” funding is used to assist with the publication of 

the projects. To this end, the artists are accompanied throughout the process of 

creation and dissemination, from the conception of the idea to the completion of 

the work, and its exhibition and publication. A display case in the exhibition 

features the photobooks produced as a result of this year's competition. 
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Selected artists: 
 

FIRST CALL 
 

Selected Project Tutor 

El Cíclope Mecánico El Frente Chien-Chi Chang 

Gerardo Custance Spirale  Chien-Chi Chang 

Jon Cazenave Ama Lur (Mother Earth) Thomas Dworzak 

Nophoto This is Spain Thomas Dworzak 

Sebastián Liste Vista Hermosa 

 

Moises Saman 

SECOND CALL 
 

Selected Project Tutor 

David Mocha Bonavista Mark Power 

Rebecka Bíró and 

Victoria Montero 

Guerrilleras (Women guerrillas) Peter Van Agtmael 

Arnau Blanch Everybody needs good neighbours Mark Power 

Mattia Insolera Surviving Greece Peter Van Agtmael 

Borja Larrondo, Pablo 

López-Learte, Diego 

Sánchez 

Aquellos que esperan (Those who 

are waiting) 

Peter Marlow 

 

 

MATTIA INSOLERA 
Surviving Greece 

Greece, 2013 

Tutor: Peter Van Agtmael 

 
Stranded in the city of Patras, a community of young Afghans bears the weight 

of all the conflicts they encountered along the hard journey from Afghanistan to 

Greece. I recorded the final stage of that journey, focusing on Athens, and their 

first experience with European society, Argolis and, finally, Patras. These young 

people use Facebook as a means of communication and to keep a diary of their 

personal journeys.  

 

While the media tend to stigmatise them as migrants with no rights, Facebook 

provides a tool that enables them to present themselves and create their own, 

first-person, visual narrative. The webpage Surviving Greece – Young Afghans 

on the move, created as a result of this project, tells these stories. 
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GERARDO CUSTANCE 
Spirale 
Paris (France), 2011 

Tutor: Chien-Chi Chang 

 

In the Spirale series, I take my approach of exploring space to another level to 

produce landscape photographs that can represent, through symbols, the 

society I live in. I meditate on the complex relationship between humans and 

their natural, inhabited surroundings, and on the difficulties of a time made 

precarious by comfort, marked in equal measure by a history that has faded and 

by a worrying, uncertain future. 

 

My quest focused on the identity of space and the gaze that encounters it. My 

photographs stimulate thought about the darkness and ambiguity inherent in 

this period of social instability, evoking the lights and shadows that shape my 

experience along the way. Through this personal approach, I seek to 

reformulate the possible intentions behind the documentary image. 

 

 

SEBASTIÁN LISTE 
Vista Hermosa 

Caracas (Venezuela), 2013 

Tutor: Moises Saman 

 

Everyday life and social transformations in Latin America have been marked by 

violence: its conquest and enslavement were violent, but so were its 

independence, the seizing of its land and its political revolutions. Today, a new 

culture of violence is spreading, its paradigm found in the Venezuelan prison 

system, over which the state has completely lost control.  

 

Most of the country’s prisons are ruled by internal governments presided over 

by the prisoners themselves, who possess weapons of all kinds, provided by 

corrupt National Guard officers, members of a force whose access to the 

interior of prisons is also restricted. Over the last decade, thousands of inmates 

have been killed and injured, often whilst still awaiting sentence. 
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BORJA LARRONDO, PABLO LÓPEZ-LEARTE, DIEGO SÁNCHEZ 
Aquellos que esperan 

Those who are waiting 

Madrid (Spain), 2014 

Tutor: Peter Marlow 

 

All societies grow over their sewers. All systems attempt to marginalise 

whatever they abhor, whatever frightens them and whatever grows 

uncontrollably at their gates. Formed by hundreds of shacks built manually by 

their inhabitants, hated and loved by those who live and suffer here, Madrid's 

Orcasur neighbourhood is immersed in lights and shadows. 

 

The overwhelming feeling that outsiders experience is one of abandonment: 

closed premises, containers overflowing with waste and people walking 

aimlessly, with no schedules, no clock... This is the routine of emptiness, a kind 

of déjà vu in which every day is exactly the same as the previous one. This is 

when phobias are born, and anger at what is theirs but fails to arrive. That is 

how waiting is born. 

 

www.aquellosqueesperan.org  

 

 

EL CÍCLOPE MECÁNICO 
El Frente 

El Jebha (Morocco), 2013 

Tutor: Chien-Chi Chang 

 

When it becomes distorted, history leaks out in places like El Jebha, known as 

Puerto Capaz under the Spanish protectorate in Morocco, where peaceful 

coexistence and mutual understanding were the norm.  

 

El Frente seeks the substance of that history that weaves the true fabric of the 

world from below. The project gives a voice to those who write without wishing 

to become protagonists, ignoring the deceptive veil painted by colonialist or 

picturesque images. This work assembles and buries everything detrimental, in 

order to discover, like Galdós, that the Spanish are Moroccans converted to 

Christianity and that the Moroccans are Spanish people converted to Islam. The 

photographs have served as the vehicle for the emotions of neighbouring 

antiheroes on either side of the Straits. They have enabled some to discover 

their past and others the present of a place that they carry in their hearts. 
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REBECKA BÍRÓ AND VICTORIA MONTERO 
Guerrilleras 

Women Guerrillas 
El Salvador, 2012 

Tutor: Peter Van Agtmael 

 

Between 1980 and 1992, the Central American Republic of El Salvador was the 

scene of a civil war whose consequences persist to this day. The war was 

fought between the Armed Forces of El Salvador and the rebel guerrillas of the 

Farabundo Martí National Liberation Front (FMLN). According to unofficial 

estimates, more than 75,000 people, mostly civilians, died in the conflict. 

 

Thirty years later, with the aim of conserving the historical memory and raising 

awareness about the participation of women in that armed conflict, the Women 

Guerrillas project revisits a dark chapter in the country’s history to relate the 

experience of five women who joined the rebel ranks. The past builds the 

present and, according to its protagonists, must not be forgotten. 

 

 

ARNAU BLANCH 
Everybody needs good neighbours 

Vilobí d’Onyar, Girona (Spain), 2014 

Tutor: Mark Power 

 

Vilobí d’Onyar is a township situated at a point where infrastructure meets: the 

Costa Brava Airport, the C-25 “Transversal” trunk road, the AP-7 Mediterranean 

motorway and the AVE high-speed train line. Tunnels, retaining walls, bridges 

and fences break up the territory and force the local inhabitants to adapt to their 

conditions. Thousands of people and means of transport pass by daily, but there 

is little or no interaction between locals and outsiders travelling through. 

 

The project takes the form of subjective map that raises more general questions 

about all this infrastructure: Does it signify real communication with the world? 

How does it break up the territory? What mechanisms do the local population 

use to adapt to this hybrid medium? How do the infrastructure and the ideology 

of development that inspires it affect the landscape? 
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NOPHOTO 
This is Spain 

Spain, 2014 

Tutor: Thomas Dworzak 

 

Seven photographers from the NOPHOTO group travelled around areas that 

attract the most tourists in our country. Their mission: to document social, 

cultural and economic aspects and to produce a guidebook to orient users 

within the context of the crisis of recent years. The essay meditates on such 

concepts as representation, representative, stereotype, identity and narrative, 

exploring the agreement or lack of agreement between map and territory, 

narrative and territory, self-perception and the perception of others. 

 

A blog that was active from January to July 2013 worked as an editing table 

where the photographers presented and shared their photos and experiences. 

The online content has been published in a travel guide entitled This is Spain. 

 

 

DAVID MOCHA 
Bonavista 
Bonavista, Tarragona (Spain), 2014 

Tutor: Mark Power 

 

The Bonavista neighbourhood is a complex, heterogeneous area that grew up 

as a result of rural emigration from Andalusia and Extremadura. Situated on the 

outskirts of Tarragona, where the city borders on the countryside, major 

infrastructure and petrochemical industry facilities, Bonavista shares its 

complex, chaotic image with similar zones in other cities, places that 

globalisation has made stereotyped and homogeneous. However, in these 

wastelands, devoid of discourse, the inhabitants have managed to establish a 

new territorial identity, one in which people’s experience has shaped the 

appearance of the landscape, creating new symbols that tell us about their 

culture, past and present. 

 

 

JON CAZENAVE 
Ama Lur (Mother Earth) 

Pyrenees, 2013-2014 

Tutor: Thomas Dworzak 

 

Sacred silence in the depths of the cave. 

Water and time build a uterine space. 
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On the damp wall, a hand sprayed in ochre. 

The origin of spirituality is concealed in darkness inside the mountain. 

 

For six months, I travelled around the Pyrenees to reinterpret the traces left by 

the humans who took refuge in these mountains 30,000 years ago. There, in 

the depths of the Earth, they developed a complex symbolic code and built an 

imagery that calls out to our ancestral spirit and our balance with nature; a 

system of beliefs that structures our lives even today. 
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PARALLEL ACTIVITIES TO THE EXHIBITION 

 

LECTURE WITH THE ARTISTS 

Contemporary practices in photography: the expanded documentary 

Friday, February 13 I 7.30 pm 

 

Presented by: Marta Dahó, jury member at the 19th FotoPres ”la Caixa”. 

Photographers: Jon Cazenave, Manolo Espaliú (from the El Cíclope Mecánico 

group), Mattia Insolera, Borja Larrondo (from the AQE group), Sebastián Liste 

and David Mocha 

 

 

FOCUS 

Meetings between the public and the artists 

 

A series of open meetings with award-winners at the 19th FotoPres ”la Caixa”, focusing 

on their projects and analysing the route followed in each, from motivation and original 

concept to the opening of the exhibition one year later. Each session will consist of a 

discussion between the photographers and the public, aimed at highlighting different 

ways of producing documentary images today. 

 

The sessions will be coordinated and moderated by María Santoyo, teacher, 

researcher and independent exhibition curators, and expert in photography and image 

analysis. Price per session: €4. Places limited. 

 

Tuesday, February 17 I 7.30 pm 

Tourists of the accident: a fragmentary guide to a country in crisis 

With Juan Santos, Carlos Luján, Paco Gómez and Juan Millás (from the 

Nophoto group), authors of This is Spain 

 

Tuesday, February 24 I 7.30 pm 

Ama Lur: the ritual photography of Jon Cazenave in search of spirituality 

in the Pyrenees 

With Jon Cazenave, author of Ama Lur 

 

Tuesday, March 3 I 7.30 pm 

Integrating the memories of others 

With Manolo Espaliú and Arturo Andújar Molinera (of the El Cíclope Mecánico 

group), authors of El Frente 

 

 

Tuesday, March 10 I 7.30 pm 
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The intimate and symbolic landscape: how to make the uninhabitable our 

own 

With Arnau Blanch (Everybody needs good neighbours) and David Mocha 

(Bonavista) 

 

Tuesday, April 7 I 7.30 pm 

Neighbourhoods, street dwellers and victims of remote control. Reality 

and media dramatisation  

With Borja Larrondo, Pablo López-Learte and Diego Sánchez (of the AQE 

group), authors of Aquellos que esperan  

 

Tuesday, April 14 I 7.30 pm 

Keep your eye on the target: violence as a graphic icon 

With Sebastián Liste, author of Vista Hermosa  

 

 

DEBATES AROUND THE EXHIBITION 

Photography today, under debate 

 

Photography has undergone dramatic changes in recent years, changes that have 

radically transformed both its conditions of production and distribution and its social 

use, as well as blurring the boundaries between artistic disciplines. 

 

Going beyond the report understood as a succession of unique moments recorded by a 

single practitioner, the 19th FotoPres ”la Caixa” exhibition illustrates the expansion that 

the documentary form has undergone work through works that, blazing new paths, 

open up to other realities, exploring them in-depth in unusual ways. Perhaps because 

of this, they suggest new questions and controversies, inviting us to interpret and to 

think.  

 

We seek to use this potential to approach these works as a group, in a discussion 

session that will take these questions and controversies as the starting point to 

analyse, explore and also to create meaning from the largest possible number of 

viewpoints.  

 

Thursday, March 5, April 9 and 16 and May 28, at 7 pm 

Moderated by María Santoyo, degree in Art History from the University of Madrid in 

Alcalá de Henares. Teacher, researcher and independent exhibition curator, specialist 

in photography, analysis and archaeology of the image.  

 

Price per session: €4. Places limited. 
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GUIDE TOURS FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

 

Check dates and times at: www.CaixaForum.com/agenda 

Price per person: 3 €. Places limited. 

Groups: advance reservation at: madridcaixaforum@fundacionlacaixa.org  

Price per group: €60, maximum 25 people 

Audioguides: €4 

 

 

SENIOR CITIZENS 

Coffee/Debate with the arts 

 

This activity, lasting two hours, enables participants to enjoy an audiovisual introduction 

followed by a relaxed tour of the exhibition with emphasis on the particular interests of 

each different group. Later, the group can share their impressions in a friendly chat 

over a cup of coffee. 

 

Price per group: €30, maximum 30 people, minimum 10. Reservations: 

madridcaixaforum@fundacionlacaixa.org. Price per person: €4. Places limited. 

 

 

 

 

Family and educational area (+5) 
Inside the exhibition area is a space where families can take part in activities related to 

the show. 

 

Tour-workshop for families (+7) 

Further information, Tel. 913 307 301/02 

www.CaixaForum.com/agenda  

Price per person: €2. Places limited. 

 

 

 

 

Schools visits: 

From February 17 to June 19  

 

Levels: ESO compulsory secondary education, Baccalaureate and vocational training 
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and above. Dramatised tours: 1 hour 30 minutes, €25 per group. Guided tours: 55 

minutes, €20 per group. Maximum 30 pupils per group. Advance registration: 

www.educaixa.com. Further information: 

madridcaixaforum@fundacionlacaixa.org  

 

Workshop: Photographic stories 

From February 11 to March 3  

 

An introduction to photographic language and narrative through practical exercises 

focusing on analysis and creation of stories using images. 

 

Levels: primary school, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th years.  

Duration and price: 2 hours, €32 per group. Maximum 30 pupils per group. Advance 

registration: www.educaixa.com. Further information: 

madridcaixaforum@fundacionlacaixa.org  
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From 13 February to 7 June 2015 
 

 

CaixaForum Madrid 

Paseo del Prado, 36. 

28014 Madrid 

 

Times 
Open every day 
Monday to Sunday, from 10 am to 8 pm 

Closed: December 25 and January 1 

and 6 

 

”la Caixa” Foundation Information 

service 

Tel. 902 223 040  

Monday to Sunday, from 9 am to 8 pm 

 

 

Prices 

Admission free for ”la Caixa” 

customers.  

Visitors other than ”la Caixa” 

customers: €4 (includes admission to 

all exhibitions) 

Minors under 16 years: admission free 

 

Ticket sales: 
www.CaixaForum.com/agenda 

Tickets are also available at 

CaixaForum during public opening 

times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information: 

”la Caixa” Foundation Communication Department 
Juan A. García: 913 307 317 / 608 213 095 / jagarcia@fundaciolacaixa.org 

http://www.lacaixa.es/obrasocial 

 

Multimedia Press Room 
http://prensa.lacaixa.es/obrasocial/ 


