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The initiative enables the foundation to extend its welfare work to geographical 

areas where it has established financial alliances 
 
 

Isidro Fainé supports a programme to 
improve education for children living in rural 

areas in China 
 

 

• The ”la Caixa” Foundation will be implementing the Firefly project, the 

purpose of which is to offer additional educational opportunities to 

schoolchildren in rural areas by facilitating access to material already 

enjoyed by pupils in more developed regions. 

 

• The collaboration between the ”la Caixa” Foundation and the 

Shanghai Soong Ching Ling Foundation – BEA Charity Fund will 

result in the opening of 18 Firefly centres in various regions in China, 

as well as the provision of educational resources for pupils. 
 

• The Firefly project is being run in the context of CaixaBank’s 

shareholding in the Bank of East Asia (BEA).  
 

• Isidro Fainé, President of the ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, 

highlights the fact that “the support for this initiative demonstrates 

that we will always pursue the ultimate goal of our financial 

organisation, to fulfil our commitment to people’s welfare and 

wellbeing and to equal opportunities, and that this mission extends 

beyond our borders. One of our priorities in Spain is to respond to the 

needs of children with limited opportunities and we want to broaden 

this to other places in order to contribute to efforts to offer youngsters 

a brighter future.”  
 
 

Barcelona, 8 May 2015. – The President of the ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, 

Isidro Fainé, the President of the Bank of East Asia, David K.P. Li, and the 

Deputy Secretary General of the Shanghai Soong Ching Ling Foundation, Guan 



Jian Hua, today presented in Hong Kong the support of the ”la Caixa” 

Foundation for the Firefly project, set in motion by the Shanghai Soong Ching 

Ling Foundation – BEA Charity Fund to improve educational opportunities in 

rural areas in China. 

 

Specifically, the ”la Caixa” Foundation will be aiding the creation of 18 Firefly 

centres by equipping them with furnishings, computers, internet connection and 

books, as well as other learning tools. Pupils will also be provided with school 

materials. 

 

Isidro Fainé, President of the ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, highlighted the 

fact that “the support for this initiative demonstrates that we will always pursue 

the ultimate goal of our financial organisation, to fulfil our commitment to 

people’s welfare and wellbeing and to equal opportunities, and that this mission 

extends beyond our borders. One of our priorities in Spain is to respond to the 

needs of children with limited opportunities and we want to broaden this to other 

places in order to contribute to efforts to offer youngsters a brighter future.” 

 

The aim of the Firefly project is to offer increased educational opportunities to 

schoolchildren in rural areas by facilitating access to material that pupils in more 

developed regions already have. This initiative also organises summer training 

programmes for school heads and teachers, among them sessions on subjects 

such as making the most of classroom time, educational psychology and 

computers and their use. 

 

In supporting the Firefly project, ”la Caixa” is fulfilling its determination to extend 

its welfare work for the benefit of underprivileged groups to those geographical 

areas where it has a financial alliance. In this case, it is the outcome of 

CaixaBank’s shareholding in the Bank of East Asia, the largest independent 

local bank in Hong Kong, and is being channelled through the Shanghai Soong 

Ching Ling Foundation – BEA Charity Fund. 

 

The first six Firefly centres supported by the ”la Caixa” Foundation will be 

located in the following provinces: Hubei, Heilongjiang, Henan, Anhui, Guangxi 

Zhuang and Tianjin. 

 

The ”la Caixa” Foundation has also implemented its Programme of Integrated 

Care for People with Advanced Diseases in Hong Kong with the help of the 

Macau Command of the Salvation Army and the BEA Charity Fund. This 

initiative has already helped 400 patients in ten residences. 

 



Vulnerable children: a priority group 

 

Care for children at risk of exclusion is one of the ”la Caixa” Foundation’s 

priority areas of work. Since 2007, the foundation has been running its 

CaixaProinfancia programme, aimed at families with vulnerable children from 

birth up to the age of 16. This initiative benefited more than 56,000 children in 

major cities around Spain in 2014. 

 

To meet this and other social challenges today, such as job creation, access to 

housing and ageing, the ”la Caixa” Foundation has a budget for 2015 

amounting to €500 million, the same sum as in the last seven years. 
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