
 

Press release 

 

”la Caixa” Foundation presents 

CaixaImpulse, the first comprehensive 

programme to promote the establishment of 

biotechnology companies in Spain  

 

 

• Jaume Giró, CEO of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, and Marcelino 

Armenter, president of Caixa Capital Risc, today presented CaixaImpulse, 

a unique initiative in Spain, established to promote the transformation of 

scientific knowledge into companies in the field of life science and health 

that can generate value in society. 

 

• The programme is aimed at research centres, universities, hospitals and 

non-profit organisations engaged in research that want to translate the 

results of research into a market initiative, either as a spin-off or a transfer 

agreement. 

 

• CaixaImpulse is a comprehensive programme that, besides financial 

support, also provides training, mentoring, expertise, contacts, access to 

investors and immersion in the reality of the market with a view to 

maximising the chances of successful transfer. The 15 selected projects 

will receive up to 840,000 euros as support to design and implement a 

plan to evaluate the technology. They will also benefit from a six-month 

expert advisory programme valued at 225,000 euros, and provided by 

mentors, specialists, entrepreneurs and coaches of international 

standing. 

 

• The programme is organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation in cooperation with 

Caixa Capital Risc. In launching the programme, these two institutions 

place their experience in the areas of research, creation, development and 

investment in start-up companies at the service of a shared objective: to 

transfer the results from research to society. 

 

• Centres interested in joining the programme are invited to submit their 

proposals online at www.caixaimpulse.com from today until June 12. 

 



Barcelona, 12 May 2015. Jaume Giró, CEO of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, and 

Marcelino Armenter, president of Caixa Capital Risc, today presented CaixaImpulse, a 

unique initiative in Spain, established to promote the transformation of scientific 

knowledge into companies in the field of life science and health that can generate value 

in society. They were accompanied at the launch by Carles Trenchs, director of Caixa 

Capital Risc; Enric Banda, director of ”la Caixa” Foundation Department of Science and 

Environment; Anna Veiga, director of the Stem Cell Bank at Barcelona Centre for 

Regenerative Medicine; and Bernat Soria, Doctor in Medicine and former Health 

Minister. These last three are also members of the CaixaImpulse programme scientific 

council. 

 

Spain is occupies tenth place in the world and fifth in Europe as regards scientific 

production. The country is provided with cutting-edge infrastructure for innovation and 

the exponential growth of science and technology parks and research centres, and with 

highly-trained professionals. All this implies a source of knowledge and wealth with 

great potential, but with one shortcoming: marketing and turning these resources into 

value. As regards patents granted, Spain occupies eleventh place in the European 

ranking. ”la Caixa” Foundation launches the new CaixaImpulse programme with the 

aim of helping to change this situation. 

 

Taking the floor, Jaume Giró, CEO of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, announced that 

this organisation is: “Whole-heartedly committed to the advancement of biomedical 

research, to the development of talent and to job creation. Fruit of this commitment is 

the new project that we are here to present today, designed to convert research 

projects into sustainable business initiatives, with the ultimate goal of improving 

people’s wellbeing. I believe that this is an all-round excellent initiative, and we are 

tremendously enthusiastic about the project”. 

 

Complementing ”la Caixa” Foundation’s outstanding record in supporting research, 

Caixa Capital Risc has great experience in programmes to establish new companies 

and boost innovative young enterprises through investment and mentoring initiatives. 

 

Marcelino Armenter, president of Caixa Capital Risc, added that: “By establishing the 

CaixaImpulse programme, we seek to place the know-how, contacts and experience of 

both ”la Caixa” Foundation and Caixa Capital Risc at the service of a shared objective: 

to transfer the results from research to the market and to society as a whole”.  

 

State-wide call for proposals for valuation and market transfer with the aim of 

making this a reference initiative in Europe 

 

Biotechnology and the new technologies form a strategic sector and one of the key 

sectors for promoting a change in the production model in Spain. Moreover, there is 



great awareness of the importance of building up a patent portfolio that is as complete 

as possible as the central pillar in R&D&I strategies. 

 

Biomedicine and the new technologies are highly dynamic sectors that have become 

drivers of a country’s economy. In view of this, the CaixaImpulse call for proposals 

focuses on the field of life, medical and health sciences. Research centres interested in 

participating in the programme are invited to submit their proposals online at 

www.caixaimpulse.com from May 12 to June 12. 

 

Once the projects have been submitted, the selection process will begin. Following 

European Science Foundation guidelines, this process will include evaluation of 

proposals by evaluators in the field of life sciences and health and the business world, 

and face-to-face interviews before a panel of European experts in different fields: 

pharmaceuticals, business schools and health or biotech companies. 

 

The selection criteria are based on four requirements:  

 

- Market potential: identification of the need or problem that is resolved, and of 

beneficiaries and clients. 

- Valuation project: correct identification of actions required in the valuation 

proposal, and costing. 

- Capacity of implementation: dedication and profile of the person who will take 

part in the programme and lead the valuation. 

- Social impact and responsible innovation: degree of contribution to 

improving people’s quality of life and of the benefits generated in society as a 

whole.  

 

The call for proposals, which will take place annually, will result in 15 grants per edition. 

Successful candidates will receive 50,000 euros for the implementation of evaluation 

plans, including 6,000 in the form of living expenses over the six months of the 

programme. In addition, each participant will receive support valued at over 15,000 

euros in the form of mentoring, training, expert advice and major events aimed at 

generating valuable contacts in the industry, with investors and in the market.  

  
One of the distinguishing qualities of this programme is that it provides, for projects 

born and developed in an academic and research environment, an "immersion in the 

reality of the market", enabling participants to test out their proposal for valuating the 

asset, adapting it and maximising the chances of success of the transfer. 

The component parts of the mentoring programme are designed to ensure that 

participants receive constant feedback about their projects from industry, the market 

and the leading experts. All this support is aimed at making it possible to establish a 

successful company with a valuation and marketing plan validated by experts and 

mentors. 



After the constitution of the new businesses by each of the 15 projects taking part in 

the programme, and only when these begin to generate net profits, they will return the 

funding provided by ”la Caixa” Foundation up to a maximum of 50,000 euros, which will 

be reinvested in future editions of the CaixaImpulse programme, awarded to projects 

submitted to subsequent calls for proposals, in this way used to assist new 

entrepreneurs. Otherwise, the funding will not need to be repaid. 

 

Training, mentoring, access to talent and immersion in the market reality 

One of the strengths of the programme is that it is launched at a time when research in 

Spain is flourishing with regard to the level of scientific excellence, yet suffers from 

something of a deficit in the transfer of knowledge from the laboratory to the market. To 

help build the necessary bridges between science and industry, the CaixaImpulse 

programme provides the leaders of projects submitted to the call for proposal the 

mentoring of experts in the field of industry, specialists in transfers, entrepreneurs, 

investors and coaches from the most outstanding universities and business schools, as 

well as access to talent in the field of business.  

 

Selection process 

Projects will be selected on the basis of their potential for the transfer of assets and 

impact on society.  

 

The best 25 projects will be submitted to evaluation and interviews by a panel of 

experts in the science and business fields, such as: Regina Revilla, president of 

ASEBIO and director of External Relations at MSD; María Jesús Martínez, director of 

the CSIC Biological Research Centre; Carlo Mango, director of the Department of 

Scientific Research at the Fondazione Cariplo; and Andrés Fernández, director of 

Ferrer Advanced Biotherapeutics. From these 25 projects, the most outstanding 15 will 

be chosen to form part of the programme. 

 

 

Further information:  

 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation Communication Department 

Irene Roch: 934 046 027 / 669 457 094 / iroch@fundaciolacaixa.org 

http://www.lacaixa.es/obrasocial/ 

 

Multimedia Press Room 

http://premsa.lacaixa.es/obrasocial  

 

 


