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During the 2014-2015 season, the 42 exhibitions scheduled at the CaixaForum 
centres received more than 2.3 million visitors 

 
The Louvre’s collections, the masterpieces from the 
Phillips Collection, Philippe Halsman’s photographs 

and the Ming Dynasty will coexist at CaixaForum 
Barcelona during the 2015-2016 season 

 
• ”la Caixa” Foundation presents its program for its social and cultural 

centre in Barcelona for the 2015-2016 season, marked by a global 

cultural offering designed for audiences of all ages.  

 

• This autumn CaixaForum Barcelona will become a small Louvre, 

hosting two exceptional projects. Drawing Versailles will present, for 

the first time since the 18th century, the preparatory cartoons and 

drawings that Charles Le Brun made for the Palace of Versailles, 

which have been specifically restored for this exhibition thanks to 

”la Caixa”. The second collaborative project with the Parisian 

museum, Animals and Pharaohs, will bring together more than 400 

unique works and objects to explain the role and significance of the 

animal figure in ancient Egypt.  

 

• The Group will pay special attention to one of the most 

characteristic art forms of the last century: photography. The 

protagonist will be Philippe Halsman, with Surprise me!, a complete 

retrospective that will focus on his relationship with Salvador Dalí 

and will feature many of his portraits of celebrities, including 

actresses Marilyn Monroe and Audrey Hepburn. 
 

• In spring 2016, the big names in the history of art will feature at 

CaixaForum Barcelona. Goya, El Greco, Manet, Courbet, Sisley, Van 

Gogh, Degas, Picasso, Modigliani, Kandinsky, Pollock and Rothko 

will be featured within Conversations, a selection of the best works 

from the Phillips Collection in Washington. 

 

• Another culture from the past will be seen in the program. The 

exhibition Ming: the golden empire, uncovers the importance of this 
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Chinese dynasty, fundamental to understanding the evolution of 

this country’s society and culture up to the present day. 
 

• Within a contemporary context, two projects stand out: a large 

exhibition curated by the artist Julião Sarmento using work from 

the collections of ”la Caixa”, the MACBA and the Gulbenkian 

Foundation (Portugal) as the exhibition’s foundation; and the 

second edition of Comisart, a cycle of three exhibitions where 

young curators offer refreshing readings of current art using work 

from the Group’s collection. 
 

• The season will also focus on social projects, most notably My 

world, jointly organised with the United Nations Organisation. 

 

• The program is in line with the CaixaForum model, whose seven 

social and cultural centres received a total of 2.3 million visitors 

during the 2014-2015 season. ”la Caixa” Foundation scheduled 42 

exhibitions based around 27 different themes at these centres. 

CaixaForum Barcelona hosted 2129 activities between the months of 

September 2014 and August 2015, supported by more than 813,145 

visitors. 

 

 

Barcelona, 8 September 2015. The Deputy General Director of the ”la Caixa” 
Banking Foundation, Elisa Durán; the Director of the Culture Department of the 
”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, Ignasi Miró; and the Director of CaixaForum 
Barcelona, Valentí Farràs, presented next season’s program for the Group’s 
social and cultural centre in the city. The program is once again governed by a 
clear principle, the civic nature of CaixaForum as a space of unity between 
culture and citizens, as is reflected in the broad and global offering of activities 
where all audiences will find their place.  
 
The CaixaForum model continues to consolidate itself as a platform aimed at 
enhancing the value of culture and knowledge as elements of social 
transformation. Through exhibitions, concerts, lectures, debates on current 
affairs, social seminars, educational and family workshops and activities 
addressed at groups of elderly people, ”la Caixa” Foundation continues to 
promote knowledge and personal growth to citizens of all ages. 
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CaixaForum has seven cultural centres across Barcelona, Girona, Lleida, 
Tarragona, Palma, Madrid and Zaragoza, to which an eighth centre in Seville, 
currently under construction, will be added in the coming years.  
 

At these centres, ”la Caixa” Foundation scheduled a total of 42 exhibitions 

based around 27 different themes for the 2014-2015 season. The total 
number of visitors across the network of centres between the months of 
September 2014 and August 2015 
amounted to 2,302,308. CaixaForum 

Barcelona hosted more than 2100 

activities in which 813,145 people 
participated. 
 
Looking ahead to the coming season, 
”la Caixa” Foundation has designed a 
comprehensive and innovative 
program for the CaixaForum centres, in the service of communication, 
socialization and, ultimately, the welfare of all citizens, which serves to cement 
their constitution as a unique model of a social, civic and cultural centre. 
 
 
Two thousand metres dedicated to the Louvre Museum 

 
”la Caixa” Foundation has made great efforts in the preparation of the program 
for the 2015-2016 season at CaixaForum Barcelona, with exhibitions of new 
work and co-productions with renowned national and international museums, 
across various disciplines, such as archaeology, painting, architecture, 
photography, classic and contemporary culture and social awareness. 
 
This autumn CaixaForum Barcelona will become a mini Louvre, as its two main 
rooms will host exhibitions of works from the French museum. Thanks to the on-
going collaboration between the two institutions – with the signing of two 
successive agreements (2008-2012 and 2012-2016)  –, two jointly organised 
exhibition projects will take place with works from the French museum, curated 
by specialists from the Parisian museum. 
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The first exhibition, Animals and pharaohs. The animal kingdom in ancient 

Egypt, arrives at CaixaForum Barcelona following a time at CaixaForum 
Madrid, and is to become the first jointly organised exhibition to be held in both 
France and Spain.  
 
The exhibition highlights the extraordinary ties that unite man and nature, the 
Egyptians and animals. At the same time as being companions, a means of 
transportation and a representation of gods, animals were a heterogeneous 

source of inspiration. Their images 
appear constantly, in both daily life and 
in funerary, religious and civil rites. 
 
In total, the exhibition brings together 
430 works, most of which come from 
the Louvre Museum. The list is 
completed with some loans from other 
institutions, including the National 
Museum of Natural Sciences - CSIC 

(Madrid), the Natural Science Museum of Barcelona, the Museum de 
Montserrat and the Egyptian Museum in Barcelona. 
 
Visitors will find sculptures, statues and figures, stelae and reliefs, ceramics, 
scrolls, watercolours and murals, chests, amulets and jewellery as well as a 
wide variety of everyday objects. The exhibition also includes some larger 
pieces, highlights of which include the statuary group showing the baboons that 
formed the basis of the eastern obelisk of the Luxor temple, weighing in at more 
than six tons. Likewise, the display of 14 various animal mummies (cats, dogs, 
sheep, ibis, hawks, fish, crocodiles and snakes) should also be mentioned, as 
well as the coffins and sarcophagi exhibited.  
 
Besides the study of the mummies, and thanks to the agreement between the 
Louvre and ”la Caixa” Foundation, it has been possible to carry out the 
restoration of 260 pieces. These strategic alliances allow ”la Caixa” to rank 
restorations as a priority, allowing the Group to not only contribute to the 
generation of knowledge by exhibiting these works, but also to the preservation 
of this valuable heritage by promoting its restoration. 
 
In this sense, the second project undertaken in collaboration with the Louvre is 
extraordinary. Drawing Versailles. Sketches and cartoons by Charles Le 
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Brun (1619-1690) will allow the exhibition of, for the first time since the 17th 
century and also for the first time at CaixaForum Barcelona, a group of 30 large 
format cartoons (scale 1:1) made by the court painter Charles Le Brun to 
decorate the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles. 
 
Le Brun was the most important artist, painter and designer during the first 
decades of the reign of Louis XIV. Besides being the first painter of the so-
called Sun King, he was director of the Gobelins factory, overseeing the 
production of tapestries and furniture for the royal palaces. 
 
At the time of his death, his drawings and cartoons were seized by Louis XIV 
and have been virtually kept in storage since then. They have not been 
exhibited for over three centuries and have undergone a complete restoration 
for their display in Barcelona. The exhibition is notable for its staging, which will 
reproduce the ceiling in the Hall of Mirrors and the now non-existent 
Ambassadors Staircase, as well as for its educational component, which will 
delve into the techniques used in the mural painting. 
 

As has become the norm, contemporary art will also form part of the 
CaixaForum Barcelona program. For yet another season, Room 2 will be 
completely devoted to contemporary art. In this case, and from October, with a 
new edition of Comisart. The three consecutive exhibitions that will take place 
are the result of the second edition of a call for grants to help young 
professionals who want to move into curating art professionally.  
 
The exhibitions are I speak, knowing that it is not about that, curated by 
Juan Canela; Iconoclastic gestures, heterodox images by Carlos Martin; and 
alt-architecture, curated by Érika Goyarrola and Xurxo Ínsua. All these 
exhibitions offer up new interpretations and ways of presenting some of the key 
works from the ”la Caixa” Contemporary Art Collection, together with new 
acquisitions, works from the MACBA Collection and works by young artists who 
are not part of the collection. 
 
After opening the ”la Caixa” Contemporary Art Collection to Spanish artists like 
Luis Gordillo, Juan Uslé or Soledad Sevilla in recent years in order for them to 
curate exhibitions, this season the Group has decided to invite one of Portugal’s 
most outstanding contemporary artists, Julião Sarmento. This focus on our 
neighbouring country takes place within the framework of the Group’s strategic 
partnership with the Gulbenkian Foundation, an institution with an outstanding 



 

 

 

 

 

 

6 
 

collection of contemporary Portuguese art, for the development of social, 
educational and cultural programs. The exhibition will also delve into the 
collection of the MACBA, given the collaboration that ”la Caixa” maintains with 
the entity for the coordinated management of their collections.  
 
In The weight of a gesture, Sarmento goes back in time, to the end of 19th 
century, using a work by Degas as the foundation to establish a dialogue 
between the past and the present. Thus, in skipping a chronological order, he 
opens up new and surprising interpretations of works from recent decades in 
different formats, styles, trends and countries. We can find some reference 
names from the international contemporary art scene, like Gerhard Richter, 
Juan Muñoz, Carl Andre, Robert Morris, Robert Gober, Gabriel Abrantes, 
Thomas Hirschhorn, João Onofre, Rita McBride and Nancy Spero. 
 
Degas will feature at CaixaForum Barcelona twice this season, as he is one of 
the artists that will form part of Conversations. Masterpieces of 

impressionism and modern art from the Phillips Collection. The exhibition 
will include 60 paintings, with works from Ingres to Rothko moving through 
Goya, Constable, Corot, Courbet, Delacroix, Sisley, Monet, Cézanne, Van 
Gogh, Picasso, Rousseau, Bonnard, Modigliani, Gris, Braque, Kandinsky, 
Kokoschka and Pollock. 
 
The 2015-2016 season will host another exhibition framed around the great 
cultures of the past, one of the traditional exhibition lines of the ”la Caixa” 
Foundation. Added to the exhibition of animals in ancient Egypt will be Ming: 

the golden empire. The display of more than a hundred pieces from the 
collections of the Museum of Nanjing, many of which will be leaving China for 
the first time for this international tour, serves to explain the economic, social 
and cultural progress undergone by the country during the reign of the Ming 
Emperors, who ruled China for 276 years, a time during which the population 
tripled. 
 
For yet another year the ”la Caixa” Foundation program will pay preferential 
attention to one of the most characteristic artistic manifestations of our time: 
photography. Surprise me! Photographs by Philippe Halsman is a 
comprehensive retrospective of one of the most recognized and recognizable 
photographers of the last century. 
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Halsman photographed many Hollywood celebrities and his portraits are now 
very well known, as well as the 101 photographs that were covers of Life 
magazine. Using family archives as the basis for the exhibition and organised 
alongside the Musée de l’Elysée in Lausanne, his entire career is reviewed 
through some of his most iconic photographs as well as other virtually unknown 
images and numerous documents. The exhibition comes to Barcelona as part of 
its European tour, after being on display at the Musée de l’Elysée in Lausanne, 
the Jeu de Paume of Paris and Rotterdam’s Kunsthal. Special attention is paid 
to his relationship with Salvador Dalí, which spanned for more than 30 years 
and had a great influence on the work Halsman developed throughout his 
career. 
 
The program of CaixaForum Barcelona will also include themes of social and 
current affairs that resonate the will of the ”la Caixa” Foundation to reflect on the 
needs of citizens and provide them with answers.  
 
From the 22 October the centre will host My world. Challenges for a Better 

World, an exhibition jointly organized with the United Nations that will make the 
new Sustainable Development Goals known (to be announced on 27 
September). Thanks to an experiential exhibition design, visitors will be active 
participants in hearing the testimonies of 25 anonymous people from different 
countries who converse with known personalities, to jointly present these 
objectives. 
 

 

Intense agenda of activities for audiences of all ages  

 

CaixaForum Barcelona is much more than just an exhibition space. Within 
it, ”la Caixa” Foundation wants to help create a space for the dissemination of 
the arts and humanities, promote the debate of ideas, trends and research on 
today’s society, and foster a dialogue and reflection on big social 
transformations. 
 
An extensive repertoire of cultural proposals – lectures, workshops, 
concerts, performing arts and a cinematic program – is the basis chosen to 
delve deeper into the foundations of our culture and to offer the keys that should 
enable the audience to understand the major changes in todays’ society. 
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For yet another season, the most varied issues and disciplines – science, 
economics, classical and contemporary thought, literature and poetry, cinema, 
visual arts, etc. – will be discussed at CaixaForum with the objective to 
promote social debate of our current times and deepen the origin of our 

cultural roots. 

 
In addition to the lectures and family workshops, music will also be featured 
at CaixaForum Barcelona, with concerts for adults and children. Sounds, 
instruments and styles from all ages and all places from around the world will 
resonate in a privileged area designed for enjoying music across the five 
senses. 
 
The performing arts, through original shows, will captivate the imagination of 
children. Cinema will also have its place at CaixaForum, including those that are 
exhibition-related, to cartoons for the young. Finally, family activities will allow 
audiences of all ages to approach art in a fun and different way. 
 
CaixaForum Barcelona will also offer a renewed agenda of activities for school 

children. Within the framework of the eduCaixa program, last season the 
centre received 65,710 visiting school children. The family audience, as well as 
the elderly, and cultural activities with a social impact will also have a place at 
the centre that ”la Caixa” Foundation makes available to people of all ages and 
educational levels. 
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Animals and pharaohs.  
The animal kingdom in ancient Egypt.  

 

From 23 September 2015 to 10 January 2016 

 
 
 
 

The result of an agreement with the Louvre Museum, 

more than 400 works and unique objects will explain 

the significance of the animal figure on ancient Egypt 

at CaixaForum Barcelona 
 

Canid head of the statue of a god  
Probably Late Period (664-332 BC) 
© Musée du Louvre, dist. RMN-GP / Georges Poncet 
 

Animals, real or representative, wild or domesticated, played a key role in ancient 
Egypt and were ever present in everyday life. Ancient Egyptians understood the 
animals’ characteristics and used these in different ways for their symbolic images. 

 
Thus, the animal figure becomes the multiple element of a coded language, written or 
represented, and in this sense, it became a pillar of Egyptian religious thought. It was 

also an infinite source of inspiration and the origin of an artistic production of 
exceptional richness and variety.  
 

The exhibition Animals and pharaohs. The animal kingdom in ancient Egypt brings 
together a selection of 430 objects that seeks to explain this intense relationship, with 
sphinxes and statues – including large scale pieces – as well as stelae, vessels and 

jars, watercolours and wall murals, chests and amulets and sarcophagi and mummies. 
In fact, the exhibition includes 14 examples of mummified animals that have been 
specifically studied for this occasion, as have the 260 objects have been restored for 

their display. 
 

 

Curators: Hélène Guichard, Head Curator - Departament of Egyptian Antiquities at the 
Louvre Museum, with the collaboration of Catherine Bridonneau and Fanny Hamonic, 
from the Department of Egyptian Antiquities at the Louvre Museum 

Organisation: Louvre-Lens Museum and ”la Caixa” Foundation, with the exceptional 
collaboration of the Louvre Museum 
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Drawing Versailles. 
Sketches and cartoons by 

Charles Le Brun (1619-1690) 

 

From 18 November 2015 to 14 February 2016 

 
 

CaixaForum Barcelona exhibits, for the first 

time since the 18th century, an exceptional 

selection of drawings expressly restored for 

this occasion 

Charles Le Brun, Restoring Navigation, Louvre Museum  
© RMN-Grand Palais (Musée du Louvre) / Gérard Blot 
 
This exhibition of a selection of a hundred pieces by the French painter Charles Le 

Brun, known as the first painter to Louis XIV, has been made possible thanks to the 
collaboration between ”la Caixa” Foundation and the Louvre Museum. Highlights from 
among these works include 30 of the cartoons made as preparatory drawings 

(scale 1:1) for the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles, his great work, and for the 
Ambassadors Staircase, destroyed in 1752. This exceptional loan will be 
complemented with sketches and etchings. 

 

The sketches and cartoons were seized by the King Louis XIV at the time of the artist’s 
death, thanks to which have survived to this day. The vast majority of these large sized 

cartoons (some of them span 3×4 meters) are now on public display for the first time 
since the 18th century. The works have undergone a complete restoration undertaken 
specifically for the exhibitions at CaixaForum Barcelona and CaixaForum Madrid. At 

each of these venues the pieces being exhibited will be different, given their fragile 
conservation state The exhibition has been conceived with a clear educational 
component – to explain the various techniques employed to “move” the cartoons to the 

ceiling, and the restoration process carried out – as well as a staging purpose, 
reproducing the Hall of Mirrors and the now non-existent Ambassadors Staircase.  
 

Curator: Bénédicte Gady, scientific collaborator at the Department of Graphic Arts at 
the Louvre Museum 

Organisation: Exhibition co-organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation and the Louvre 

Museum 
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The weight of a gesture  
The Julião Sarmento’s gaze at 

the Gulbenkian, MACBA and 

”la Caixa” collections  
 
 

From 12 February to 1 May 2016 

 
Gabriel Abrantes, Olympia 1 & 2, 2006. CAM. © Gabriel Abrantes 
 
 

An enigmatic work by Edgar Degas articulates the exhibition designed by this 

Portuguese artist taking the works from three collections as its foundation.  

 

 

Following a previous experience with Spanish artists like Juan Uslé, Soledad Sevilla 
and Luis Gordillo, ”la Caixa” has now invited the Portuguese artist Julião Sarmento to 
prepare an exhibition, exercise his unique perspective, taking works from ”la Caixa”, 

the MACBA and the Gulbenkian Foundation’s Centre of Modern Art in Lisbon as the 
foundation to this new exhibition. The bringing together of these three important 
contemporary art collections from the Iberian Peninsula is a result of the collaboration 

agreement between ”la Caixa” and the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, which has 
already made a joint exhibition in Lisbon last June possible. 
 

Sarmento took on the challenge, turning the idea into the possibility to create a work 
that, as had many of his other works, would combine images and ideas to compose a 
fiction from echoes, suggestions and impressions. In the same way that there is 

nothing definitive in his work – for he leaves conclusions in the hands of the  
spectators –, in this exhibition he dwells on the enigma to stimulate the imagination and 
provoke interpretations. Within the exhibition what Sarmento articulates is a selection 

of contemporary art works around an enigmatic painting by Edgar Degas. 
 
 

Curator: Julião Sarmento, artist 
Organisation: ”la Caixa” Foundation, in collaboration with the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation and the MACBA (Museum of Contemporary Art of Barcelona) 
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Conversations.  
Masterpieces of 

impressionism and modern 

art from the Phillips 

Collection  
 
 

From 11 March to 19 June 2016 
 

Cézanne, Paul, Mont Sainte-Victoire, between 1886 and 1887.  
Acquired 1925. The Phillips Collection, Washington, D.C. 

 

CaixaForum Barcelona maps out a tour through the paintings of the last 200 

years with a selection of masterpieces from this American collection 

  
The Phillips Collection’s masterpieces only rarely leave the collection’s headquarters in 
Washington, and at the time of its opening in 1921, it was the first modern art museum 

in the United States. This is one of the most important collections of modern art in 
America, centred around modern and avant-garde art, and it currently holds an 
extraordinary collection of over 3000 works, ranging from masterpieces of French 

impressionism and American modernism to contemporary art. 
 

Conversations will span the history of painting from the last 200 years, from 

Romanticism to Abstract Expressionism, through to the display of work by some of the 
great masters, like Goya, Manet, Courbet, Sisley, Van Gogh, Degas, Picasso, 
Modigliani, Kandinsky, Pollock, and Rothko among many others. 

 

It will feature 60 works by the most influential artists from each of these art movements, 
an exceptional opportunity for visitors to see major works of the history of painting up 

close. The design of the exhibition will establish a dialogue between these 
masterpieces, framing them in a chronological discourse that will present a clear 
observation of the evolution of styles from the 19th century, highlighting the underlying 

common features in the art of different periods. 
  

Curator: Susan Frank  

Organisation: Exhibition organized by The Phillips Collection, Washington, D.C. with 
the collaboration of ”la Caixa” Foundation  
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Ming:  
the golden empire  

 

From 15 June to 2 October 2016 
 
 
 

More than one hundred exceptional pieces 

uncover the role of this iconic dynasty that 

ruled China for nearly three centuries  

 

 
Wuyi [Nanjing] at dusk. Gu Family embroidery. 16th to 17th century.  
© Nanjing Museum 
 
The Ming dynasty dominated China for nearly three centuries. Between 1368 and 1644 
sixteen Ming emperors ruled over a population that increased from 65 to nearly 175 

million people and saw the development of a complex imperial system, the expansion 
of its social structures and the growth of the economy and consumer culture. The 
dynasty’s prolonged and stable mandate provided a solid foundation for creativity and 

social progress, which led to the exceptional artistic, social and economic 
transformations that are discussed in this major exhibition. 
 

With Ming: the golden empire, ”la Caixa” Foundation aims to present the art and culture 
of this dynasty beyond its iconic blue and white porcelain. Visitors will discover the 
great artistic, social and economic developments that have enabled the Ming dynasty’s 

period of government to be defined as the golden empire in Chinese history. The 
exhibition includes more than one hundred objects from among the impressive 
collections of the Nanjing Museum, like one-off Ming ceramics, paintings by some of 

the most prestigious artists of the time, exquisite jewellery, textiles and works of 
enamel, gilding and porcelain that have never before been seen in Spain. In the words 
of the Deputy Director of the Nanjing Museum and the curator of the exhibition, Lumin 

Huang, “these are really exceptional national treasures and many of them have never 
before left China previous to this international tour”.  
 

Curator: Lumin Huang, Deputy Director of the Nanjing Museum  
Organisation: Exhibition produced by ”la Caixa” Foundation and organised by Nomad 
Exhibitions in association with the Nanjing Museum 
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Surprise me! 

Photographs by Philippe 

Halsman 

 

From 13 July to 6 November 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dalí Atomicus, 1948. @ 2013 Philippe Halsman Archive Magnum Photos. 
Images Rights of Salvador Dalí reserved 
 

A complete retrospective of Philippe Halsman, a renowned photographer, author 

of iconic celebrity portraits and collaborator of Dalí for three decades  

  
Philippe Halsman is especially renowned for his portraits of celebrities as well as for the 

101 covers he shot for Life magazine. Surprise me! features an in-depth tour through the 
artist’s work from 1932 to 1960, reviewing the themes and formats he used: portraits, 
reportage, fashion photography, nudes, etc. The exhibition draws on the most important 

pieces of the artist’s family collection to present a complete retrospective of his work, 
featuring some of his most iconic images as well as others that are still unknown and 
various documents. 

 

The exhibition is the first in-depth exploration of his work in Paris, as well as his interest 
in surrealism, which was essential to delineating the distinctive style that the 

photographer went on to develop in the United States. His contact with the celebrities 
of the time – the exhibition includes a broad selection photographs of stars like Audrey 
Hepburn and Marilyn Monroe – and his interest and involvement in the contemporary 

art scene through photographic performances, led him to create his famous 
“jumpology” series, portraits of famous people jumping. Standing out is a group of 
works that show the fruitful and lasting 30-year relationship he maintained with 

Salvador Dalí. Works in which combine Halsman’s technique and Dalí’s inventiveness 
to develop an impressive accumulation of ideas. 
 

Curators: Sam Stourdzé, director of the Rencontres of the Photographie in Arles, and Anne 
Lacoste, curator of the Musée de l’Elysée, Lausanne. 
Organisation: Exhibition produced by the Musée de l’Elysée, Lausanne, in collaboration 
with the Phillipe Halsman Archive, New York, and organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation 
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Comisart 

A novel gaze at the ”la Caixa” Collection 

 

Cycle of exhibitions, from 30 October 2015 to 2 October 2016 
 

Fernanda Fragateiro, No built. From a residential complex in Scalaheen, Tipperary, Ireland, 2005. Estudio Soma, Portugal, 2010 © ”la Caixa” Collection 
 

”la Caixa” Foundation once again opens up its art collection to emerging curators 

so they can offer novel readings of the Group’s collection  

  
”la Caixa” Foundation presents the second edition of Comisart. A novel gaze at the 

”la Caixa” Collection. The three exhibitions that will be on display in Room 2 at 
CaixaForum Barcelona are the result of the Group’s call for grants to promote 
emerging curators within the field of contemporary art, and to reach out to young 

people starting their professional career. Comisart offers young professionals the 
opportunity to undertake a curatorship using the ”la Caixa” Contemporary Art Collection 
and the MACBA Collection, alongside the help of professionals from within the Group 

and an external tutor. 
 

The program is aimed at curators aged under 40 years old who have previously curated 

a minimum of three exhibitions. The three curators selected will develop specific 
exhibition projects using available works that are part of the ”la Caixa” Collection and the 
MACBA. They are innovative projects both in terms of novel readings and of reflections 

on the collections. This second edition will feature Carlos Martín Granada, Seville Juan 
Canela and the duo made up of the Bilbao-born Érika Bilbao Goyarrola and the Galician 
Xurxo Ínsua. 

 

 

Curators:  
I speak, knowing it is not about that: Juan Canela 
Iconoclastic gestures, heterodox images: Carlos Martín 

alt-architecture: Érika Goyarrola and Xurxo Ínsua 

Organisation: ”la Caixa” Foundation 
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My world 

Challenges for a better world 

 

From 22 October 2015 to 10 January 2016 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The exhibition reflects the main challenges that humanity faces in the coming 

years to help improve the lives of people and protect the planet 

  
On 27 September 2015, the United Nations will announce the new Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) formulated after a public participation process on a global 

level. The main purpose of the SDGs is to improve the lives of people and help protect 
the planet for future generations.  
 

The exhibition “My World, challenges for a better world”, organised in collaboration with 
the United Nations, aims to disseminate the new SDGs, but above all to motivate and 
involve visitors, through a participatory and experiential exhibition design. Thus, visitors 

will enter a space where via an audiovisual installation they will hear testimonies from 
people from 25 countries that express the issues that they have to face on a day-to-day 
basis, opening up a dialogue with celebrities who will be presenting the new SDGs. 

Visitor themselves will be able to participate, addressing those issues they believe are 
fundamental to improving the living conditions of everybody in the “UN podium”.  
 

Since 1997, ”la Caixa” Foundation, through their International Department, has been 
working on their commitment to help eradicate poverty in the most vulnerable 
populations in Africa, Latin America and Asia. The program takes place on the ground 

and through exhibitions like this, with the objective of raising public awareness.  
 

 

Organisation: International Department of ”la Caixa” Foundation 
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”la Caixa” Foundation Communication Department  
Josué García: 934 046 151 / 638 146 330 / jgarcial@fundaciolacaixa.org  

Marina Teixidó: 934 044 092 / 608 099 023 / mteixido@fundaciolacaixa.org 
 
 

Multimedia Press Room.”la Caixa” Foundation 
http://prensa.lacaixa.es/obrasocial/ 

www.obrasocial.lacaixa.es 


