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”la Caixa” Foundation opens its eighth cultural centre in the Andalusian 
capital. The new centre, located in Puerta Triana, in the Torre Sevilla 
complex, is the third-largest CaixaForum centre in Spain 

 
 

CaixaForum Seville opens its doors 
 

 
• Susana Díaz, President of the Government of Andalusia; Juan 

Espadas, Mayor of Seville; and Isidro Fainé, President of ”la Caixa” 

Banking Foundation, officially open CaixaForum Seville, the cultural 

centre that this institution has built in the Andalusian capital.  

 

• The centre, a new gateway to culture, is the work of the architect 

Guillermo Vázquez Consuegra, and is the third-largest CaixaForum 

in Spain, after Barcelona and Madrid. CaixaForum Seville will 

devote a total net area of 7,500 square metres to knowledge. The 

facilities here include two large exhibition rooms, an auditorium, 

two multi-purpose rooms, a cafeteria-restaurant and a book and gift 

shop. The whole building is crowned by an iconic canopy roof made 

from aluminium foam.  
 

• CaixaForum Seville launches with two exhibitions organised 

exclusively for the new centre, both based on works from the 

”la Caixa” Collection. Room 1 opens its doors with a contemporary 

art show that explores human representation and identity through 

the work of prominent international artists.  

 

• Room 2 will present works by Hermen Anglada-Camarasa, a key 

early-twentieth-century artist. The exhibition will give Seville 

audiences the chance to see a large number of works usually on 

show only at CaixaForum Palma. 

 

• To celebrate the opening of the new centre with the people of the 

city, CaixaForum Seville will hold open days from Saturday, March 4 

to Sunday, March 12. 
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Seville, 3 March 2017. This morning, Susana Díaz, President of the 

Government of Andalusia; Juan Espadas, Mayor of Seville; and Isidro Fainé, 

President of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation officially opened CaixaForum 

Seville, the city’s new cultural centre, established by this last institution. 

 

CaixaForum Seville opens its doors with the clear aim of becoming a living 

centre at the service of people, a centre where culture becomes an effective 

tool to foster social cohesion and integration. 

 

The ultimate goal of CaixaForum Seville is to promote knowledge and 

personal growth among people of all ages, backgrounds and origins. Among 

many other initiatives, the centre will host exhibitions of ancient, modern and 

contemporary art; shows devoted to science and social issues; concerts and 

poetry recitals; multimedia art; debates on major current affairs; social, scientific 

and environmental events; educational and family workshops; and activities 

aimed at groups of senior citizens. 

 

The centre opens its doors with two major inaugural projects based on works 

from the ”la Caixa” Collection: Look at Me! Portraits and Other Fictions in 

the ”la Caixa” Collection of Contemporary Art; and Anglada-Camarasa. 

1871-1959. Both shows are presented for the first time, and were designed 

specifically for the exhibition rooms at CaixaForum Seville. These are events 

that will enable wider audiences to admire some of the most outstanding works 

in the Foundation’s collection, as well as discovering some of the key names in 

recent art. 

 

Starting tomorrow, then, the public can begin to enjoy the programme at the 

centre, which is housed in the outstanding, iconic building refurbished for the 

purpose by the firm headed by the Sevillian architecture Guillermo Vázquez 

Consuegra. The building achieves the ambitious aim of creating the 

introspective atmosphere necessary for the exhibition rooms while effectively 

becoming connected to the city thanks to its singular form and the 

establishment of a public space with entrance plaza in the centre, crowned by a 

canopy roof that is destined to become an iconic symbol of the cultural centre 

itself.  

 

To celebrate the opening of this new cultural facility with the people of Seville, 

”la Caixa” Foundation is pleased to announce open days at CaixaForum 

Seville from Saturday, March 4 to Sunday, March 12.  
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”la Caixa” Foundation’s new centre in Seville ratifies the financial institution’s 

firm commitment to Andalusia and its people, fulfilling its goal of providing the 

capital of the Andalusian community with an ambitious cultural and social centre 

of the highest level. Seville now becomes the eighth Spanish city with a 

CaixaForum, in this case the third-largest in the entire country after those in 

Madrid and Barcelona.  

 

The new centre opens just two years after work first began  

 

”la Caixa” Foundation presented the CaixaForum Seville project in May 2014 

and work began a few months later, in January 2015, to adapt the existing 

building in the Torre Sevilla complex, a centre for leisure, business and culture, 

converting it into the institution’s newest cultural centre. The Foundation 

invested a total of 18 million euros to implement the project and will devote 

another 5 million euros per year to maintenance, programming and operation at 

the centre. 

 

The new cultural centre is located in a strategic area near the old town. This 

site, outside the city walls in bygone times, is set to become a vibrant new hub 

in Seville. The Isla de la Cartuja (Island of the Carthusians), whose most 

outstanding buildings include the ultramodern Torre Sevilla (Seville Tower), 

which houses CaixaForum, is a district devoted to future-looking projects in the 

fields of the service sector, business and culture. 

 

CaixaForum Seville will have a total net area of 7,500 square metres in a 

total built area of 8,100 square metres. The facilities include two large exhibition 

rooms, an auditorium, two multi-purpose rooms, a cafeteria-restaurant and a 
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book and gift shop. The two exhibition rooms and the auditorium are located on 

the basement floor, under the plaza above that gives access to the centre itself.  
 

 
Floor 1 

Entrance hall (128 m
2
) 

Cafeteria-restaurant (300 m
2
) 

Terrace-viewpoint (130 m
2
) 

Kitchen area (135 m
2
) 

VIP Room (56 m
2
) 

Management area (240 m
2
) 

 

Mezzanine 

Auditorium for 276 people 

Auditorium foyer (110 m
2
) 

Entrance hall (470 m
2
) 

Multi-purpose room 1 (141 m
2
) 

Multi-purpose room 2 (153 m
2
) 

Laboratory for children (83 m
2
) 

 

Floor -1 

Lobby (785 m
2
) 

Information (92 m
2
) 

Book and gift shop (126 m
2
) 

VIP Room (41 m
2
) 

Exhibition Room 1 (704 m
2
) 

Exhibition Room 2 (384 m
2
) 

Auditorium for 276 people 

Storage rooms, dressing rooms 

Logistics and technical areas 

 

 

 

An innovative architectural project 

 

The Sevillian architect Guillermo Vázquez Consuegra was commissioned to 

adapt the space inside the Torre Sevilla complex for use as an art gallery. The 

main challenge the architect was required to resolve was how to convert an 

existing space, the Podium building, which forms part of the complex, to its 

new purpose. In other words, a structure already built conditioned the 

distribution of the large spaces that form CaixaForum Seville. 

 

The two exhibition rooms and the auditorium are located on Floor -1, below the 

public plaza that gives access to the centre. Catering and administration 

facilities are located on Floor 1. 
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Vázquez Consuegra designed a plaza covered by an aluminium canopy roof, a 

metaphor for light, air and movement that seems to float, becoming the iconic 

symbol for this ambitious cultural project. The canopy roof, beneath which is the 

main entrance to the exhibition rooms, also covers a new skylight, opened up to 

enable natural light to reach the lower levels. Indeed, this emphasis on the 

entrance of daylighting into the building is one of the most characteristics 

features of the new CaixaForum Seville cultural centre.  

 

The canopy roof over the new CaixaForum is formed by stabilised aluminium 

foam, built from panels of different densities into which air is injected as the 

aluminium is smelted. The panels are made from light materials, then, an alloy 

of aluminium and magnesium. Vázquez Consuegra saw in this innovative 

material, which is made only in Canada, the solution for constructing a light roof 

to cover the underground area that defines the whole building. 
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CaixaForum Seville is formed by two worlds: the zone covered by the canopy 

roof; and the underground area which forms the interior of the building. Thanks 

to the careful use of lighting, this interior area almost resembles a cathedral. 

The result of the light projections that filter down, simulating the radiance that 

enters through stained-glass windows, is similar to that achieved by Gothic 

cathedrals. This diffused light creates luminous forms thanks to the differing 

textures of the aluminium foam in the canopy roof above. 

 

CaixaForum: a cultural concept unique in our country 

 

CaixaForum Seville forms part of the network of centres that ”la Caixa” 

Foundation has established all over Spain. This eighth CaixaForum centre joins 

the seven already open in the following Spanish cities: Madrid, Barcelona, 

Saragossa, Palma, Girona, Tarragona and Lleida.  

 

At this network of cultural centres, ”la Caixa” 

Foundation organises activities aimed at 

promoting knowledge among people, with the goal 

of enhancing their individual growth and 

generating a powerful tool to promote social 

transformation. In this way, too, ”la Caixa” 

Foundation pursues the mission of overcoming 

the barriers that currently separate certain social 

groups from art, music and the humanities. 

 

The initiative, unique of its kind in Spain, is also 

characterised by the concern to join forces and 

generate synergies with other institutions of all 

types. Thanks to this policy of establishing such 

alliances, which ”la Caixa” has implemented in recent years, CaixaForum 

Seville will also act as an ambassador for such eminent international 

institutions as the British Museum, the Louvre and the Prado, among others. 

 

CaixaForum Seville also aims to attract initiatives and foster cultural life in 

Andalusia. Its door will always be open to establishing partnerships with the 

city’s institutions. 

 

All kinds of cultural expression will find a home at this new centre, which will 

host exhibitions on themes ranging from the masters of painting to the latest 



 

 

 

Press Release 
 
 

  8 
 

trends in contemporary art, featuring works from the Foundation’s own 

collection. Photography and multimedia art will also find a place here, as will 

exhibitions devoted to scientific themes, in line with another of the priority lines 

of action pursued by ”la Caixa” Foundation. 

 

However, CaixaForum Seville will be much more than just an exhibition space. 

The centre will also contribute to fostering the arts and humanities, promoting 

debates about ideas, trends and ongoing research in today’s society, and 

discussion of the great social transformations. To promote debate and in-depth 

exploration of the origins of our cultural roots, moreover, these debates will 

focus on a wide range of subjects and disciplines – economics, science, 

classical and contemporary thought, literature, poetry, film, the fine arts and so 

on. 

 

The new centre opens with a programme that includes a season of 

lectures with something for all tastes. Portraits and Other Literary Fictions is 

an initiative coordinated by the José Manuel Lara Foundation and presenting 

four leading writers who will give lectures on some of the artists featured in the 

exhibition Look at Me! in Seville. The season Four Great Operas from Seville to 

Seville will explore the Andalusian city’s links to the opera. The centre will also 

host a season devoted to astronomy, The Science of the Universe, coordinated 

by the astrophysicist Benjamín Montesinos.  

 

To help make emerging artists more widely known, moreover, the ”la Caixa” 

Foundation in the Andalusian capital will launch Meetings with Artists, a monthly 

encounter with some of the most outstanding young creatives on today’s scene. 

CaixaForum Seville will also organise the workshop Fotomatón [Photo Booth], 

inviting all those interested to take part in a collective photographic experience. 

 

Besides lectures and family workshops, music will also be present on the 

programme of activities at CaixaForum Seville, with concerts for both young and 

old alike. Sounds, instruments and styles from all periods in history and from all 

over the world will ring out in a superb venue, designed to enable audiences to 

enjoy music with all five senses. Through original shows, moreover, the 

performing arts will capture the imagination of younger visitors. Similarly, there 

will be a place for film at CaixaForum, with a programme including both seasons 

connected to exhibitions and animation for younger spectators. 
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The programme of activities for 

families will also occupy an 

important place at CaixaForum 

Seville. The centre will provide the 

CaixaForum Kids area to enable the 

whole family to share the experience 

of learning, playing and bonding by 

taking part in activities related to art. 

CaixaForum organises a huge 

programme of activities related to 

exhibitions and adapted to family audiences, stimulating the curiosity and 

emotions of our youngest visitors. 

 

”la Caixa” Foundation reaffirms its commitment to Andalusia 

 

The construction of CaixaForum Seville reflects ”la Caixa” Foundation’s firm 

commitment to the Andalusian capital, reaffirming the institution’s goal of 

providing the city with an ambitious cultural centre of the highest quality.  

 

The project further cements and confirms the Foundation’s commitment to the 

Andalusian people: in 2016, this commitment was reflected in a budget of more 

than 52 million euros devoted to social, educational, environmental and cultural 

action aimed at responding to the needs of the citizens of Andalusia. 

 

Ever since the banking institution was first founded in 1904, ”la Caixa” has 

counted among its most defining features the mission to provide for the needs 

of the society in which it develops its financial activity. 

 

The current ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation Strategic Plan 2016-2019 

consolidates the pursuit of this mission, increasing the budget devoted to social 

outreach programmes to 2,060 million euros over the next four years. The 

Foundation’s actions will focus on three main strategic areas: social issues; 

research and training; and promoting culture and knowledge. 

 

The financial institution has increased its budget for social outreach to 510 

million euros in 2017. This sum positions ”la Caixa” Foundation as the leading 

private foundation in Spain and one of the most important in the world. 
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To provide a response to the most pressing societal challenges and to attend to 

the more vulnerable groups of people continue to be the basic priorities. 

Creating employment opportunities, combatting exclusion, enabling access to 

decent housing for people and families with difficulties, active, healthy ageing, 

training for excellence and promoting volunteering all continue to be strategic 

lines of action in the social outreach programmes implemented by ”la Caixa”. 

 

”la Caixa” has been present in Andalusia since the late-nineteen eighties. At 

present, the financial institution has more than 2,740,000 customers, and 

4,751 employees at 958 branches all over the Andalusian community. Last 

year, moreover, ”la Caixa” Foundation provided attention to more than 12,700 

minors through the CaixaProinfancia programme, helped to generate 3,944 jobs 

for disadvantaged people, and accompanied 2,500 patients with terminal 

illnesses through their final stages in life. In addition, more than 78,500 senior 

citizens benefitted from the Foundation’s active ageing programme. Finally, 

”la Caixa” Foundation provided social rent housing for 3.900 people living in 

Andalusia.  
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Guillermo Vázquez Consuegra  

   

Since obtaining his degree from the Seville School of Architecture in 1972, 

Guillermo Vázquez Consuegra has been a guest lecturer at the universities of 

Buenos Aires, Lausanne, Navarre, Syracuse (New York), Bologna, Venice and 

Mendrisio, and visiting professor at the Getty Center in Los Angeles, as well as 

director of Architecture courses at the University of Madrid in Alcalá de Henares 

from 1993 to 2004. Moreover, he has directed the Vázquez Consuegra 

International Architecture Workshop since 2006.  

 

His most outstanding constructions include social housing projects in Seville, 

Cadiz and Rota, the Pavilion of Navigation at Expo’92 in Seville, the Valencia 

Museum of Enlightenment and Modernity, the Museum of the Sea in Genoa, the 

reorganisation of the waterfront in Vigo, Tomares Town Hall, the National 

Museum of Underwater Archaeology in Cartagena and the New Congress 

Palace in Seville, as well as the refurbishing of the Palace of San Telmo as the 

office of the Presidency of the Government of Andalusia. 

 

Vázquez Consuegra has taken part in a large number of exhibitions, both 

national and international, including those presented at the Venice Biennale (in 

1980 and 2004), the Milan Triennale (1988), the Centre Georges Pompidou in 

Paris (1990), The Art Institute of Chicago (1992), The Museum of Modern Art in 

New York (2006) and several editions of the Spanish Architecture and Town 

Planning Biennial and the Buenos Aires International Biennial of Architecture 

(2011). 

 

The Spanish architect has also received many national and international prizes 

and awards. These include: the Architecture Prize awarded by the East 

Andalusia Association of Architects (1988, 1991, 1992 and 1998), the National 

Construmat Prize (1989), the Belém Cultural Centre’s Architecti Award (1994), 

the CEOE Foundation’s National Award (2001), the “Museo Rivelazione 

dell’Anno” Award (Museum Image 2004), “Il Principe e l’Architetto” Award 

(2003, the National Spanish Architecture Award (2005), the ASCER Ceramic 

Award of Architecture (2006) and the Ugo Rivolta European Architecture Award 

(2008). His professional career has also been recognised by such awards as 

the ArpaFIL Prize (Guadalajara, Mexico, 2006), the IVE Award (Government of 

Valencia, 2006), the Andalusian Architecture Award in its first edition (2007), the 

Aster Prize (2010), the Grand Prize of the Buenos Aires International Biennial of 

Architecture (2011) and the Spanish Architecture Gold Medal (2016). 
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”la Caixa” Foundation Communication Department 
Josué García: 934 046 151 / 638 146 330 / jgarcial@fundaciolacaixa.org 
Sofía Rowe: 954 296 251 / srowe@lacaixa.es 
Neus Contreras: 934 046 073 / 619 743 829 / ncontreras@fundaciolacaixa.org 
Multimedia Press Room: http://prensa.lacaixa.es/obrasocial 


