
 
 
 

 

Press Release 

 

More than 4 million children have been 
vaccinated under the Child Vaccination 
programme, of which ”la Caixa” Banking 

Foundation is a partner 

 
• ”la Caixa” renews its commitments to the international organisation 

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, whose mission is to save children’s 

lives and protect people’s health by increasing equitable use of 

vaccines in lower-income countries. 

 

• More than 4 million children in Africa and Latin America have 

received the pentavalent and pneumococcal vaccines thanks to 

donations to the Child Vaccination programme promoted by the 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation and the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation within the framework of Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, and 

in cooperation with ISGlobal. 

  

• Since ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation became partner of this 

programme in 2008, the organisation has raised a total of 23 million 

euros from donations by companies, individuals, company 

employees and micro-donations by ordinary citizens. 

 

• The Alliance implements a pioneering formula to promote corporate 

social responsibility in Spain: ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation and 

the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation multiply by 4 each donation 

received, thus quadrupling efforts to combat infant mortality. 

 

 

Barcelona, 5th May 2017. Jaume Giró, CEO of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, 

and Marie-Ange Saraka-Yao, the Gavi Alliance’s Managing Director of 

Resource Mobilisation and Private Sector Partnerships, today signed an 

agreement to promote the vaccination of children in developing countries.  

 

More than 4 million children have been vaccinated in areas of difficult access to 

healthcare in Africa and Latin America thanks to this initiative. To be precise, 



4,030,613 children have received the pentavalent vaccine and the 

pneumococcal vaccine since 2008, when ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation 

joined the Business Alliance for Child Vaccination alongside the international 

organisation Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. 

  

Overall, more than 23 million euros have been raised thanks to a pioneering 

fund-raising initiative in Europe. Implementing the “Matching Fund” formula, the 

Alliance multiplies all donations received by four. Under this 1 = 4 formula, for 

each euro that a company donates, ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation adds 

another euro and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation two more euros. 

 

These donations come from 2,434 donors throughout Spain, including 

companies and individuals who have become partners with the Business 

Alliance for Child Vaccination led by ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation. In addition, 

more than 750 ”la Caixa” employees and over 140,000 generous citizens 

have contributed to the micro-donation campaign. 

 

The Alliance for Vaccination has reached a total of 10 countries in Africa and 

Latin America, including Bolivia, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Honduras, Mauritania, 

Nicaragua, Central African Republic, North Sudan and Tanzania. In recent 

years, particular emphasis has been placed on Mozambique, providing the 

pneumococcal vaccine against pneumonia, which is currently the leading cause 

of infant mortality there. 

 

 

The objective: to save lives 

 

Every 60 seconds, 3 children die from vaccine-preventable causes. This is 

the figure announced by the World Health Organisation and which led to the 

launch of the Business Alliance for Child Vaccination with its single purpose: to 

save lives. 

 

Infant mortality has been halved since 1990. The introduction of new 

vaccines and increased coverage using existing vaccines has accelerated the 

reduction in under-five mortality to a rate of -3.6% per year at present. 

 

In this regard, events like World Immunisation Week, which takes place from 

April 24 to 30, serve to underline the importance of providing access to vaccines 

to children around the world. 

 

Vaccination is a key tool in population development, and is one of the most 

cost-effective interventions for saving lives. It is estimated that every euro 

invested in childhood vaccination generates a return of 16 euros, since 



immunisation can ensure survival, the first right of children. Children need to be 

healthy to attend school, and only with the necessary education and training 

can they contribute to the development of their communities. 

 

Accordingly, this alliance between ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation and Gavi, the 

Vaccine Alliance contributes to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 

set out by the United Nations in Agenda 2030. 

 

A pioneering alliance to promote vaccination 

 

What is unique about the Alliance for Vaccination is that ”la Caixa” Banking 

Foundation involves its clients, both companies and private individuals, in the 

initiative. The result is a corporate social responsibility project that is pioneering 

in Europe. The initiative contributes to increasing access to and quality of 

vaccines available in developing countries and offers companies of all sizes 

and fields of activity the chance to contribute to global health.  

 

To this end, ”la Caixa” places the bank’s entire network of offices – the largest 

in the Spanish financial sector – as well as its Business Bank and Private Bank 

centres at the service of the Alliance for Child Vaccination, providing information 

to all Spanish companies interested in joining the initiative. 

  

Members receive a plaque and a diploma that accredit their commitment to this 

health initiative, promoted by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. There are three 

categories of sponsorship: Silver, Gold and Platinum (with contributions 

starting at 1,000 euros). This enables companies to channel their donations 

under a seal of trust and contribute to ending child mortality. 

 

”la Caixa” also manages a campaign of micro-donations to the Child 

Vaccination Programme, which is open to all. To date, around 302,062 euros 

have been raised from micro-donations made by more than 140,670 

generous citizens through ”la Caixa” Solidarity Channel: 

 http://microdonativos.lacaixa.es/proyectovacunacioninfantil_es.html 

 

 

 

An Alliance that saves lives 

 

In 2015, in recognition of the work carried out through the Business Alliance for 

Child Vaccination, ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation received the Unicef 

Enterprise Award. This accolade is awarded to business projects, initiatives or 

actions launched or developed by an individual, an institution, social 



entrepreneurs or a group of people whose beneficiaries are less favoured 

and/or vulnerable groups. 

 

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, the first public-private global alliance to combat 

infant mortality, has 900 partner organisations around the world, including 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation. Since the alliance was established in the year 

2000, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance has vaccinated 500 million children in 73 

countries, an effort estimated to have prevented more than 7 million premature 

deaths. 
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