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Accompanied by the Portuguese prime minister, ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation 

today presented the first social and cultural programmes it will launch in 

Portugal  
 
 

Through its alliance with the BPI bank, 
”la Caixa” Banking Foundation will devote 50 

million euros a year to social action in 
Portugal  

 
 

• António Costa, Portuguese prime minister, and Isidro Fainé, 

president of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, today presented 

the cooperation agreement to implement social and cultural 

projects in Portugal through the Foundation’s alliance with 

BPI. 

 

• The Banking Foundation plans to devote regular annual 

budgets of 50 million euros to its work Portugal, making this 

country the epicentre of its international engagement. 
 

• Initially, ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation will launch its strategic 

programmes for promoting integration into employment and 

providing care for elderly people and patients with terminal 

illnesses. Other projects will also include the establishment of 

economic development hubs and alliances with museums and 

cultural institutions in Portugal. 

 

• Isidro Fainé, president of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, 

noted that: “In recognition of Spain’s strong and beautiful ties 

with Portugal, we have decided that the internationalisation of 

our social outreach programmes should begin in that country. 

While other organisations find opportunities in more distant 

climes, we always focus on the local in our social engagement, 

reaching out to the people and areas that are closest to us, and 

to which we are bound by ties of affection”. 
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Lisbon, 27 April 2017. The prime minister of Portugal, António Costa, and the 

president of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, Isidro Fainé, today presented the 

cooperation agreement that will extend the Foundation’s strategic programmes 

into Portugal. Thanks to the alliance with the BPI bank, Portugal is now the 

epicentre of the Banking Foundation’s international engagement, and an 

annual budget of 50 million euros will be devoted year on year to social action 

in the country. 

 

Those attending the presentation also included: Jaume Giró, CEO of ”la Caixa” 

Banking Foundation; Pablo Forero, CEO of BPI; and Artur Santos Silva, who 

will direct and coordinate implementation of the programmes in Portugal. 

 

Initially, ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation will implement this social action through 

a number of projects: Incorpora, devoted to promoting the integration into 

employment of people with difficulties in gaining access to the jobs market; the 

Programme for Older People; and the Comprehensive Care Programme for 

People with Advanced Illnesses. 

 

In his address, Isidro Fainé, president of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, noted 

that: “In recognition of Spain’s strong and beautiful ties with Portugal, we have 

decided that the internationalisation of our social outreach programmes should 

begin in that country. While other organisations find opportunities in more 

distant climes, we always focus on the local in our social engagement, 

reaching out to the people and areas that are closest to us, and to which we 

are bound by ties of affection”. 

 

 

A unique model of social engagement 

 

Isidro Fainé also described the unique model adopted by ”la Caixa” Banking 

Foundation, a model whose origins go back more than 110 years, to 1904, 

when the Caja de Pensiones para la Vejez y de Ahorros, ”la Caixa” savings 

bank was established in Barcelona. From its very beginnings, the organisation 

has stood out for its powerful social engagement, aimed at preventing financial 

exclusion and promoting local socio-economic development. 

 
The first programmes launched in Portugal will be those with the greatest 

social benefits and which generate the most transformative impact on society. 
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These are key initiatives in the development of lasting solutions, covering 

people’s basic needs and promoting equal opportunities. 

  

 

Incorpora 

 

Since it was launched ten years ago, the Incorpora programme has worked to 

promote the integration into employment of people and groups with difficulties 

in accessing the jobs market. The programme, which already operates in 

Morocco and Poland, as well as Spain, was also launched in Hungary in 2016. 

 

Over the last decade, the cooperative network that Incorpora generates 

between companies and social organisations has helped to create nearly 

138,000 jobs. In 2016 alone, more than 28,000 jobs were found. 

 

Incorpora is aimed at people with some type of disability (sensory, physical, 

intellectual or mental) and also at those with particular difficulties in finding jobs 

due to other circumstances, such as the long-term unemployed, young people 

at risk of exclusion, immigrants and women victims of gender violence.  

 

Care for Older People 

 

The Programme for Older People is the longest-standing social outreach 

initiative operated by ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation. For over a century now, 

this programme has promoted activities and projects to provide care, services 

and responses to the needs of elderly people. 

 

Actions aimed at this social group have evolved to embrace active, healthy 

aging, entertainment, integration and social participation, training in the new 

technologies and preventive programmes devoted to health and healthy habits, 

among others. 

 

In 2016, more than 820,000 people took part in nearly 17,000 activities 

designed to meet the needs of this social group in Spain. 

 

Comprehensive Care for People with Advanced Illnesses  

 

Among its actions in Portugal, ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation will also 

implement the Programme of Comprehensive Care for People with Advanced 
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Illnesses. This programme aims to humanise the assistance provided for 

people during the final stages of their lives. In 2016, the organisation’s 

psychosocial teams provided care for 20,691 patients and nearly 29,000 

relatives. 

 

This programme, endorsed by the World Health Organisation (WHO), provides 

health and psychosocial care, counselling and comprehensive support, both to 

patients and their families. 

The initiative is designed as a service to complement the palliative care 

provided by public health systems. In this way, teams offer patients and 

relatives the psychosocial, emotional, social and spiritual support they may 

need. 

 

Economic Development and CaixaImpulse 

 
In addition to the programmes mentioned here, other projects will also include 

establishing economic development hubs, starting in the area near 

Extremadura, and promoting the CaixaImpulse project. CaixaImpulse is a 

pioneering initiative in the creation of biotechnology companies. Its goal is to 

promote the transformation of scientific knowledge into companies and 

products in the fields of life and health sciences that generate social value. 

 

International cultural alliances 

 

Cultural promotion activities, particularly exhibitions, are also among the 

Banking Foundation's main priorities. To this end, the Foundation operates a 

policy of establishing strategic alliances, such as those signed with the British 

Museum, the Louvre and the Prado Museum, as well as with leading 

Portuguese institutions like the Serralves Foundation and the Calouste 

Gulbenkian Foundation. 

 

”la Caixa” recently teamed up with the Serralves Foundation to present the 

exhibition Joan Miró: Materiality and Metamorphosis, a completely new 

production, at the Casa de Serralves. Moreover, in 2013, the Foundation 

signed a cooperation agreement with the Gulbenkian Foundation for the joint 

development of social, cultural, scientific and international cooperation 

projects. 
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Another exhibition project will soon be presented in Lisbon, too, in which 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation and the BPI are the main sponsors. This is a 

show at the National Museum of Ancient Art featuring works from the Vatican 

Museums.  

 

Commitment to the most vulnerable people and groups 

 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation works for the advancement of people, with 

particular attention on the most vulnerable groups. The ultimate goal: to 

change present circumstances and build futures. 

 

The Foundation’s Strategic Plan is funded by investment of more than 2,000 

million euros between 2016 and 2019. In 2016, the organisation promoted 

nearly 50,000 social initiatives, from which more than 10 million people 

benefitted. 

 

Today, ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation is the largest foundation in Spain and 

one of the most important in the world: the third in terms of assets, and the 

sixth as regards budget.  

 

 

Further information: 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation Communication Department 

Jesús N. Arroyo: 629 791 296 / jnarroyo@fundacionlacaixa.org  

http://www.lacaixa.es/obrasocial/ 
 

Multimedia Press Room 

http://prensa.lacaixa.es/obrasocial  
 

 


