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The Foundation will devote over 600,000 euros to the programme 

in Hong Kong over the next three years 
 
 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation extends 
its palliative care programme in China  

 
 
 

• The Comprehensive Care Programme for People with Advanced 

Illnesses provides health and psychosocial care for patients and 

relatives, as well as raising awareness about palliative care, its 

culture and the service it does for society. 
 

• The programme will be strengthened in Hong Kong thanks to 

cooperation between ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, the BEA 

Foundation and The Salvation Army Hong Kong. 
 

• Isidro Fainé, president of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, noted that: 

“We make a significant contribution to providing comprehensive care 

for people in difficult circumstances. Among such people, those in 

the final stages of their life are a high priority. Just as we provide this 

care in Spain, we want to enable this commitment to cross borders”. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barcelona, 8 May 2017.- Isidro Fainé, president of Banking Foundation 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation; David K. P. Li, president of The Bank of East 

Asia Charitable Foundation Limited, and Ian Swan, officer commanding of The 
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Salvation Army Hong Kong, today signed a cooperation agreement to promote 

the Comprehensive Care Programme for People with Advanced Illnesses in 

Hong Kong. This programme, endorsed by the World Health Organisation 

(WHO), provides health and psychosocial care, counselling and 

comprehensive support, both to patients and their families.  

 

The initiative, first launched in 2010, also seeks to promote greater 

understanding of palliative care, its culture and the services it does for society 

in Hong Kong, as well as raising awareness about how to attend to those in 

the final stages of advanced illnesses, providing the best medical care, pain 

control, and emotional and spiritual support. 

 

By implementing this service at nursing homes, outside the hospital 

environment, the programme enables a significant social change to be made: 

care is provided, not only for patients in the final stages of their lives, but 

also for their relatives. In 2017 alone, the programme reached out to 13 

nursing homes and assisted 64 patients and more than 140 relatives. 

Moreover, nearly 7,500 people took part in awareness-raising activities. 

 

Under the agreement signed by the three institutions, ”la Caixa” Banking 

Foundation ”la Caixa” will devote more than 600,000 euros to renewing the 

programme. Isidro Fainé, president of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, 

observed that: “Health is the most precious good, and ”la Caixa” Banking 

Foundation makes a significant contribution to ensuring that people in difficult 

circumstances receive comprehensive care. Among such people, those in the 

final stages of their life are a high priority. Just as we provide this care in Spain, 

we want this commitment to the more vulnerable sections of society to cross 

borders, enabling us to extend our social action to all geographic areas in 

which we establish financial alliances”. 

 

The priority: to provide warm, human support 
 

Through the Comprehensive Care Programme for People with Advanced 

Illnesses, ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation seeks to complement the current 

model for assisting people with terminal illnesses in order to provide all-round 

assistance that also takes psychosocial aspects into account: both 

psychological, emotional, social and spiritual support for patients and their 
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families, as well as grief counselling, support for palliative care health 

workers and volunteer assistance. 

 

Patients present improvements in the psychological, social and spiritual 

dimensions. The first scientific study, conducted in 2014, concludes that the 

psychosocial care provided under the programme responds to the needs that 

arise due to the illness and generates a 90% improvement in the symptoms 

it causes and which also harm the mental and psychological state of the 

patients attended. The study also notes that 92% of patients consider the care 

received to excellent or very good, and that nearly 90% state that they have 

been able to resolve difficult issues (mostly regarding communication and 

relations with their family and immediate circle) thanks to this support. 

 

Alliance between ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation and the BEA 
Foundation 
 
”la Caixa” has worked with the BEA (The Bank of East Asia, Limited) 

Foundation since 2015 through Firefly, a project to provide quality educational 

resources for children in rural areas of China. So far, over these two years, 

”la Caixa” has devoted more than 429,000 euros to equipping and maintaining 

Firefly Centre classrooms. The Foundation has also helped to train 300 rural 

teachers and 50 school heads, as well as providing more than 6,000 school 

satchels. 

Under this project, made possible by cooperation between the two foundations, 

a total of 18 Firefly Centres will operate in different regions of China by the end 

of 2017. Twelve centres were established in 2015 and 2016 (six per year), and 

another six will be added in 2017 to complete the project.  

 

The Salvation Army Hong Kong and Macau Command 
 
The Salvation Army is an international Christian church and charity that works 

in more than 120 countries and has been serving Hong Kong for over 85 years. 

Dedicated to supporting people in need in Hong Kong, Macau and mainland 

China, the Salvation Army covers a wide range of areas in its work, including 

disadvantaged elderly people, children and young people, people with 

disabilities and other disadvantaged groups. 
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Commitment to the most vulnerable people and groups 
 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation’s Strategic Plan includes investment of more 

than 2,000 million euros in social outreach projects. In 2016, the organisation 

promoted more than 46,000 social initiatives, from which over 10 million 

people benefitted. 

 

In 2016, with a budget of 500 million euros, ”la Caixa” Foundation provided 

care for more than 63,600 children in situations of poverty; involved 813,000 

elderly people in different activities; helped more than 27,000 people at risk of 

social exclusion to find jobs; provided care for more than 20,000 patients with 

terminal illnesses; promoted over 33,000 social homes; encouraged 14,200 

”la Caixa” volunteers to take part in social initiatives; awarded over 200 grants; 

and organised educational activities for more than 2.3 million pupils. 

 

As a result, once more this year ”la Caixa” Foundation is the leading charitable 

foundation in Spain in terms of resources invested in social action, and one of 

the most important in Europe and the world. 

 

 

Further information: 

 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation Communication Department 

Ariadna Puig: 934 044 095 / 626 282 905 / 

apuig@fundaciolacaixa.org  
@FundlaCaixa / @ariadna_puign 

Multimedia Press Room: http://prensa.lacaixa.es/obrasocial 

 

 
 

 

 

 


