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Conversation Piece 

Works from ”la Caixa” Collection of Contemporary Art  
Curator: Nimfa Bisbe 

 
Official opening: 6.30 pm, Thursday, 18 May 2017  
19 May – 17 September 2017 
Salone Centrale 

 
 
Fernanda Fragateiro, Donald Judd, Agnes Martin, Juan Muñoz, Joan 

Hernández Pijuan, Doris Salcedo, Julião Sarmento, Thomas Schütte, Richard 

Serra, Jana Sterbak, Antoni Tàpies, Ignacio Uriarte, Rachel Whiteread. 

 
 

The Galleria Nazionale invites ”la Caixa” Collection of 
Contemporary Art to establish a “conversation”, presenting a select 
group of works under the roof of its classical architecture. 

 
 

”la Caixa” Collection of Contemporary Art is today an important 

resource that explores various interpretations of art over the last forty 

years. The collection also generates new dialogues and narratives that 

underline the meaning and contemporary nature of the works it contains. In 

short, the collection is a space where research can be conducted and 

stories created, as well as fulfilling the mission of acknowledging, 

conserving and representing the art of our day. 

Under the title Conversation Piece, taken from Juan Muñoz’s 

sculptural ensemble, this exhibition brings together a dozen works by artists 

with different poetic voices. As the expressive gestures of Muñoz’s three 

personages suggest, the show is rich, not only in dialogue, but also in 

contrast, intrigue and the search for revelatory meaning. The interaction 

between the works follows a pattern, that established by the basso continuo 

of the minimalist aesthetic and by the triple relation between architecture, 

sculpture and the human figure. 

The formalist language of minimalism acquires a note of poetic 

sensibility in Agnes Martin’s subtle, delicate horizontal stripes and in the 

material density of Richard Serra’s black surface. The geometric principle 

that underpins these paintings is reflected in spaces of light and intervals of 

stillness, which intertwine with the mesh of silver lines in Joan Hernández 

Pijuan’s monochrome landscape and the existentialist silence that Antoni 

Tàpies evokes in the nakedness of his white painting. 
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Donald Judd’s minimalist sculpture acts as a bridge to a later 

generation of artists who submit the formal paradigm of minimalism, "the 

cube", to all kinds of deconstructions and variations in order to return to art 

the sense of the real, and a meaning that links it to society.  

Rachel Whiteread gives material shape to the empty spaces of 

architecture to restore to art spaces that are experienced, while with her 

exquisite architectural modules Fernanda Fragateiro, another outstanding 

exponent of intervention in space, evokes the utopias that have conducted 

art towards the social realm. However, Thomas Schütte’s models stray far 

from the orthodoxy of minimalism, discovering new possibilities for sculpture 

by suggesting an imaginary architecture that opens up spaces for fiction, as 

well as meditating on social organisation.  

The sense of unreality that we receive from these models is as 

intriguing as that generated by Juan Muñoz’s three unusual figures, each a 

hybrid of person and sack, with depersonalised faces. Their presence 

creates a presentiment of human finitude, of a world that is become 

denaturalised. In this, they echo the feelings evoked by Julião Sarmento’s 

3D reproduction of Edgar Degas’ dancer. The Portuguese artist intervenes 

on the figure by giving it greater realism, at least in form and eroticism, yet 

this avatar of the small sculpture is disturbingly artificial, almost 

dehumanised. In contrast, Jana Sterbak takes real action, the here and 

now, as her starting point. There is no fiction in either her performance or 

her themes. However, there is a sense of drama, without doubt, as she uses 

different narrative strategies to stage the fragility, the dangers and the 

difficulties of human existence.  

Lastly, the exhibition includes a video by the Spanish artist Ignacio 

Uriarte. Displaying a great sense of humour, the artist suggests a meditation 

on the dialectic between the human being and the machine. To do so, Uriarte 

filmed the actor Michael Winslow masterfully mimicking the sound of 30 

typewriters, an effort that could be interpreted as the human being's struggle 

to imitate technology. 

In this exhibition, the formalist interpretation of the geometry of 

minimalist art disappears thanks to the force of experience, symbolism and 

fiction found in the works. Of course, form is important, but the artists 

represented here project form as the support for personal poetics or 

references to the reality of our world. Moreover, the interplay of contrasts and 

similarities between the different artistic ideas showcased in the exhibition 

suggest multiple readings that can, without doubt, enable us to generate other 
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narratives different from the ones proposed here. 

 

”LA CAIXA” COLLECTION OF CONTEMPORARY ART  

 

”la Caixa” Collection of Contemporary Art, launched in 1985 as a project 

open to the contemporary, has since grown to include around a thousand major 

international artworks that not only reflect the memory of art over the last four 

decades but also suggest a far-reaching overview of art’s continuous 

exploration of today’s world, our world. 

 

The collection covers all the genres and techniques used by 

contemporary artists, from painting, drawing and sculpture to photography, 

video, film, sound, and installation. Over the last thirty years, the collection 

has brought together works by well-known practitioners as well as emerging 

artists whose work suggests new directions for the art of the future. It also 

revolves around dialogues between languages that are underpinned by a 

strong ideological structure, and around poetics that eschew all forms of 

orthodoxy, works given form through a hybridisation of languages and 

aesthetics in response to the continuous changes taking place in our 

unpredictable world today. 

 

Chronologically speaking, the starting point is the 1980s, the time 

when Spanish art first appeared on the international scene. Nonetheless, to 

provide a framework of reference, the collection also includes international 

artists who were already well known in the 1960s and 1970s (Joseph 

Beuys, Mario Merz, Jannis Kounellis, Giovanni Anselmo, Antoni Tàpies, 

Robert Ryman, Carl Andre, Donald Judd, Richard Serra and Richard Long, 

among others). One of the basic mission of the collection when it was first 

established was to contextualise and conceptually integrate Spanish art 

within the international art scene. Today, this dialogue is open to artists 

from around the world, and there is no longer any particular emphasis on 

matters of geography or national identity. 

 

 

Bringing this collection together required rigorous observation of the 

evolution of contemporary artistic creation in order to maintain its open, 

innovative spirit. Today, ”la Caixa” Collection of Contemporary Art is a 

reference in Spain, as is demonstrated by the constant loan of works from it 

for exhibitions at galleries around the world. Moreover, with a view to 

exploring contemporary art in greater depth, ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation 
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regularly organises shows at its CaixaForum cultural centres, as well as 

travelling exhibitions for presentation in Europe and the rest of the world. 

Anthologies, themed exhibits, monographic shows, etc.: different formats 

designed to enable audiences to interpret the works by placing them in the 

context in which they were conceived or comparing them and suggesting 

dialogues with other pieces. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information 

 

Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Moderna e Contemporanea 

Viale delle Belle Arti 131, 00197 l Rome 

Tel + 39 06 32298221 
 

Times: Tuesday to Sunday, from 8.30 am to 7.30 pm 

Admission: General, 10 euros; Reduced, 5 euros 

 
lagallerianazionale.com 

coleccion.caixaforum.com 

 

Facebook / Instagram / Twitter 

#LaGalleriaNazionale 

#Conversation_Piece 
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