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This is the first exhibition resulting from the alliance established by ”la Caixa” Banking 
Foundation and the BPI to implement social and cultural projects in Portugal 

 

 

Madonna. Portugal Presents 
Treasures from the Vatican Museums  

 

 

• The MNAA, ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation and the BPI present 

Madonna. Treasures from the Vatican Museums. The exhibition 

features a selection of works from the famous collections of the 

Vatican Museums, particularly the extraordinary art gallery. 
 

• The show takes visitors on a chronological journey spanning nearly 

one thousand years, from late Antiquity to the modern age, taking 

the iconography of Our Lady as its central theme. 
 

• The works on show include paintings by “Primitive” Italian artists 

(Taddeo di Bartolo, Sano de Pietro, Fra Angelico) and great 

Renaissance and Baroque masters (Rafael, Pinturicchio, Salviati, 

Pietro da Cortona, Barocci), as well as outstanding tapestries and 

manuscripts from the Vatican Apostolic Library.  

                                                                                                                                 

• The exhibition is the first fruit from the cultural sponsorship 

programme established by ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation and the 

BPI after the two institutions announced their intention to jointly 

promote social and cultural projects in Portugal over the coming 

years. 

 

 

 
Madonna. Treasures from the Vatican Museums. Dates: 19 May - 10 September 
2017. Place: National Museum of Ancient Art (R. das Janelas Verdes). Concept and 

production: ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation, Vatican Museums, National Museum of 
Ancient Art and BPI. Curators: Alessandra Rodolfo (Vatican Museums) and José 
Alberto Seabra Carvalho (MNAA). 
          @FundlaCaixa  
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Marc Chagall. El Crucifijo (entre Dios y el diablo) 1943 
Musei Vaticani, Collezione di Arte Contemporanea 

Lisbon, 16 May 2017. Antônio Filipe Pimentel, director of the National Museum 
of Ancient Art; Elisa Durán, assistant general manager of ”la Caixa” Banking 
Foundation; José Pena Amaral, of the BPI Executive Board; and the curators of 
the exhibition, Alessandra Rodolfo and José Alberto Seabra Carvalho today 
presented Madonna. Treasures from the Vatican Museums, a show that ranges 
from Antiquity to modern times, taking the iconography of the Virgin Mary as the 
central theme. 
 
The exhibition Madonna. Treasures from the Vatican Museums is the first result 
of the cultural sponsorship initiative established jointly by ”la Caixa” Banking 
Foundation and the BPI. Following CaixaBank’s acquisition of a majority 
shareholding in the BPI, the two organisations signed a cooperation agreement 
to implement projects of a social and cultural nature in Portugal over the coming 
years.  

 
For the first time in Portugal, a selection of works 
from the famous collections of the Vatican 
Museums, particularly the art gallery, feature in an 
exhibition that includes paintings by the Italian 
“Primitive” artists and great Baroque and 
Renaissance masters, as well as tapestries and 
illuminated manuscripts from the Vatican Apostolic 
Library. These pieces are complemented by 
paintings from two Rome galleries: the Galleria 
Borghese (Venusti and Sassoferrato); and the 
Galleria Corsini (Gentileschi and Van Dyck). 
 

 
In this chronological exhibition, spanning nearly one thousand years, from late-
Antiquity to the Modern Age, the main theme is the iconography of the Virgin 
Mary. The show is divided into eight sections: From Antiquity to the Present: A 
Cult and its Images; Bologna, Siena and Florence: The Triumph of Our Lady in 
Fourteenth- and Fifteenth-century Painting; The Renaissance: Raphael and 
Michelangelo; Mannerisms and Mysteries of the Rosary; Barocci, Van Dyck and 
Others; The New Triumph of Our Lady; Sumptuous Papal Tapestries; and 
Images of Mary: Italian Works in Portuguese collections. 
 
Between fragments of fabrics from the eighth and ninth centuries and the 
extraordinary cope made in England in the thirteenth century, the exhibition 
presents works from the early Trecento. These include such outstanding 
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paintings as: The Madonna of the Flagellants, by Vitale da Bologna; the Siena 
panels by Sano di Pietro and Taddeo di Bartolo; and works by Gentile da 
Fabriano, Lippo Memmi and the mystic Fra Angelico. Various Marian 
iconographies are also found in the paintings of Pietro da Cortona, Barocci, 
Sebastiano Conca, Pompeo Batoni, Giuseppe Maria Crespi, Francesco Mancini 
and, finally, the poetic work of Marc Chagall, which takes us into the nineteenth 
century. 
 
The exhibition features such famous artists as Pinturicchio (Madonna with 

Writing Child), Ghirlandaio (The Nativity), and Raphael, represented by three 
pieces from the predella of the Oddi Altarpiece, commissioned in 1502 by 
Maddalena degli Oddi for the Church of San Francesco al Prato in Perugia. 
 
Finally, the show also includes works by Italian artists from various Portuguese 
institutions, both public and private, which have never been shown together and 
are, in the main, little-known to wider audiences. 
 
”la Caixa” Banking Foundation and the BPI 

 

The alliance between these two institutions makes Portugal the epicentre of 
”la Caixa” Banking Foundation’s international engagement, with an expected 
annual budget of 50 million euros devoted to social action in that country. 
Initially, the Foundation will launch its strategic programmes for promoting 
integration into employment and providing care for elderly people and patients 
with terminal illnesses. Other projects to be implemented also include the 
establishment of economic development hubs and alliances with Portuguese 
museums and cultural institutions.  
 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation is, today, a unique model in its social 
commitment. The origins of this model go back more than 110 years, to 1904, 
when the Caja de Pensiones para la Vejez y de Ahorros, ”la Caixa” savings 
bank was established in Barcelona. From its very beginnings, the organisation 
has stood out for its powerful social engagement, aimed at preventing financial 
exclusion and promoting local socio-economic development. The organisation’s 
current Strategic Plan includes investment of more than 2,000 million euros over 
the 2016-2019 period. In 2016, the Foundation promoted around 50,000 social 
initiatives with more than 10 million beneficiaries. Today, ”la Caixa” Banking 
Foundation is the largest foundation in Spain and one of the most important in 
the world: the third in terms of assets, and the sixth as regards budget.  
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Cultural promotion activities are a leading priority in the work of ”la Caixa” 
Banking Foundation. To this end, the Foundation operates a policy of 
establishing strategic alliances, such as those signed with the British Museum, 
the Louvre and the Prado Museum, as well as with leading Portuguese 
institutions like the Serralves Foundation and the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation. 
 

Vatican Museums 

 

The origins of the Vatican Museums go back to the time of Pope Julius II (1503-
1513), when a collection of statues was established. Later, popes Clement 
(1769-1774) and Pius VI 1775-1799) founded the Pontifical Museum and Art 
Gallery. Pius VII (1800-1823) greatly expanded the collections of Classical 
Antiquities, and Gregory XVI (1831-1846) founded the Etruscan Museum (1837) 
and the Egyptian Museum (1839). 
 
The Vatican Museums also include Raphael Room, the Chapel of Nicholas V, 
painted by Fra Angelico, and the Sistine Chapel, named after its founder, Pope 
Sixtus IV, and famed for its frescoes, painted by such great Renaissance 
masters as Perugino, Botticelli, Ghirlandaio, Luca Signorelli and, above all, 
Michelangelo Buonarroti. 
 

National Museum of Ancient Art 

Founded in 1884, the MNAA-National Museum of Ancient Art houses the most 
important public collection in Portugal: paintings, sculptures and decorative arts 
– from Portugal, Europe and overseas expansion – dating from the Middle Ages 
to the nineteenth century and including the largest number of works classified 
as "national heritage". 
 
The MNAA collections include such treasures as The St. Vincent Panels, by 
Nuno Gonçalves, a masterpiece of fifteenth-century European painting; the 
Belém Monstrance, made by Gil Vicente, commissioned by King Manuel I of 
Portugal and dating to 1506; the late-sixteenth-century Namban Folding 
Screens, testimony to Portugal’s historic presence in Japan; The Temptations of 

St. Anthony, by Hieronymus Bosch, a superb example of early-sixteenth-
century Flemish art; Dürer’s St. Jerome, an innovative representation of the 
saint; and other important works by such artists as Memling, Raphael, Cranach 
and Piero della Francesca. 
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LIST OF ARTISTS 

 

Vatican Museums 

 
Bernardino di Betto, known as Il Pinturicchio 
(Perugia, 1456/1460 - Siena, 1513) 
Daniel Seghers (1590-1661) 
Erasmus Quellinus II (1607-1678) 
Domenico Bigordi, known as Il Ghirlandaio (1449-1494) 
Federico Fiori, known as Barocci (1528-1612) 
Francesco de’ Rossi, known as Francesco Salviati (1510-1563) 
Francesco Mancini (1679-1758) 
Giovanni Battista Salvi, known as Il Sassoferrato (1605-1685) 
Giovanni Francesco Castiglione, known as Il Grechetto (1641-1710) 
Giuseppe Maria Crespi (1665-1747) 
Guido di Pietro, known as Fra Angelico (c. 1395-1455) 
Lippo Memmi (active 1317-1347) 
Marc Chagall (1887-1985) 
Marco Palmezzano (1459-1539) 
Niccolò di Tommaso (active 1346-1376) 
Pieter de Witte Candid (1548-1628) 
Pietro Berrettini, known as Pietro da Cortona (1597-1669) 
Pompeo Batoni (1708-1787) 
Raffaello Sanzio (1483-1520) 
Sano di Pietro (1405-1481) 
Scarsella Ippolito, known as Il Scarsellino (c. 1550-1620) 
Sebastiano Conca (1680-1764) 
Silvestro dei Gherarducci (c. 1339-1399) 
Stefano di Giovanni, known as Il Sassetta (c. 1400-1450) 
Taddeo di Bartolo (c. 1362-1422) 
Vitale degli Equi, known as Vitale da Bologna (documented 1330-1359) 
 

Galleria Borghese 

 
Marcello Venusti (1510-1579) 
Giovanni Battista Salvi da Sassoferrato (1609-1685) 
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Galleria Corsini 

 
Orazio Gentileschi (1563-1639) 
Antoon van Dyck (1599-1641) 
 

National institutions 

 

Alessandro Algardi (1602-1654) 
Álvaro Pires de Évora (documented 1411-1434) 
Cesare da Sesto (1477-1523) 
Cesare Nebbia (c. 1536 - c. 1614) 
Eneas Salmeggia (1550-1626) 
Giacomo Zoboli (Módena, 1681 - Rome, 1767) 
Giulio Cesare Temine (?, 1659 - Lisbon,1734) 
Giulio Romano (1499?-1546) 
Guglielmo Caccia, known as Moncalvo (1568-1625) 
Jacopo Negretti, known as Palma Vecchio (1548/50 - 1628) 
Jacopo Tintoretto (c. 1518-1594) 
Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) 
Luca Cambiaso (1527-1585) 
Marcantonio Bassetti (1586-1630) 
Niccolò Ricciolini (1687-1772) 
Orazio Samacchini (Bologna, 1532-1577) 
Polidoro da Caravaggio (c. 1499 - c. 1543) 
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”la Caixa” Foundation Communication Department 

Josué García – 93 404 61 51 / jgarcial@fundacionlacaixa.org 
Andrés Gimeno – 934 046 137 / agimeno@fundacionlacaixa.org   
Multimedia Press Room: http://prensa.lacaixa.es/obrasocial/ 
       @FundlaCaixa 
  


