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Nobel Laureate in Economics Joseph 
Stiglitz opens the season of lectures on 

inequality at ”la Caixa” Foundation’s 
Palau Macaya  

 

•••• The Catalunya Europa (Catalonia Europe) Foundation presents 

the lecture Combatting Inequality: The Great Global Challenge, 

which will be given by Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate in 

Economics (2001) and Professor at Columbia University, as part 

of a project jointly organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation’s Palau 

Macaya, the Barcelona Office of the Club of Rome and the 

Government of Catalonia’s Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and 

Families. 

 

•••• The Nobel Laureate in Economics will open this season of 

lectures on inequality by giving his critical and constructive 

views on the political and economic system today. Stiglitz will 

focus particularly on the growing tendency for wealth to become 

concentrated in Europe and, especially, the United States, and on 

factors that have accelerated the growth in inequality in recent 

years, such as those linked to globalisation and technology 

change. This is a process that is causing the emergence of a new 

global elite, the 1%, which accumulates wealth as jobs become 

more insecure, the growth potential of the economy as a whole is 

eroded and liberal democratic systems become weakened. 

 

•••• The lecture will take place at 6 pm this coming Friday, June 2, at 

”la Caixa” Foundation’s Palau Macaya (108, Passeig de Sant 

Joan, Barcelona). The event will also be broadcast live on 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/laCaixaTV and 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/obrasociallacaixa/. Those 

interested are also invited to post their comments on Twitter 

using the hashtag #PalauMacaya 

 

•••• This is the first major lecture in the season Combatting 

Inequality: The Great Global Challenge, which begins on June 2 

and will also include a full programme of activities that will 

continue until at least the first quarter of 2018, analysing 
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inequality in today’s societies from a multidisciplinary approach 

and featuring contributions from figures and experts of 

international standing. 

 

•••• The venue chosen for this lecture season is the Palau Macaya. 

”la Caixa” Foundation opened this iconic centre for thought and 

reflection in 2012 with the aim of making the site a world 

reference in the academic and professional sphere, a forum 

committed to economic, social and environmental sustainability.  

 

Barcelona, 25 May 2017.- In cooperation with the Barcelona Office of the 

Club of Rome, the Government of Catalonia’s Ministry of Labour, Social 

Affairs and Families and ”la Caixa” Foundation’s Palau Macaya, the 

Catalunya Europa (Catalonia Europe) Foundation presents Combatting 

Inequality: The Great Global Challenge, a season beginning on June 2. The 

season, which will include a full programme of activities up to the first quarter 

of 2018, will focus on the challenges posed by inequality in today’s society 

from a multidisciplinary approach including contributions by figures and 

experts of international standing. 

 

The season will begin with a lecture by Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Prize-Winner in 

Economics in 2001 and Professor at the University of Columbia. In his 

habitual critical style and through a forceful and rigorous analysis of the 

political and economic system, the author of The Euro and Its Threat to the 

Future of Europe (2016) will discuss the global trend towards the 

concentration of income and wealth, which is dividing our world into the 

winners and losers of globalisation. This first event in the programme will 

take place at 6 pm this coming Friday, June 2, at ”la Caixa” 

Foundation’s Palau Macaya. 

 

Exploring responses to inequalities 

This initiative for the season emerged as a response to the problems caused 

by inequality, which is one of the great global challenges facing the world 

today. In recent years, globalisation processes, driven by a neo-liberal 

agenda, have accelerated the concentration of wealth in the hands of the few 

and exacerbated the disproportion between an economic elite, the so-called 

1% of the population, and the rest of humanity in a process that threatens to 

undermine the very foundations of our society, both present and future. 
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From this standpoint, the project aims to present a series of activities focused 

on inequality to help generate the necessary debate in our country, 

influencing the public agenda, connecting up with the global debates 

currently ongoing and exploring the interest of local stakeholders in sharing 

the proposals for change that are put to the debate. 

Stiglitz’s inaugural lecture will be followed, on September 7, by Kate Pickett, 

Professor of Epidemiology at the University of York (UK), who will discuss the 

effects and consequences of inequality; on October 19, by Gabriel Zucman, 

Assistant Professor of Economics at the University of Berkeley, speaking on 

the subject of inequality and tax havens; and Jacob S. Hacker, Professor of 

Political Science at Yale University, whose theme will be that of 

predistribution as a way of preventing inequality, in November this year. In 

December, Manuel Castells, Professor of Sociology at the University of 

Berkeley, will discuss inequality and globalisation before Colin Crouch, 

Emeritus Professor at Warwick University, closes the season with a review of 

democracy and inequality, seeking to answer the question as to whether it is 

possible to reform the system. 

 

********************************************************************************************************* 

 

LECTURE: COMBATTING INEQUALITY: THE GREAT GLOBAL CHALLENGE 

 

Lecture: Combatting Inequality, The Great Global Challenge 
Date and time: Friday, 2 June 2017, 6pm. 
Speaker: Joseph Stiglitz 
Place: Palau Macaya ”la Caixa” Foundation (Passeig Sant Joan, 108 – Barcelona). 
 

SUMMARY: In a forceful and rigorous analysis of the political and economic system, 
Stiglitz will discuss current global trend towards the concentration of income and 
wealth, which is dividing our world into the winners and losers of globalisation. 
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY:  

 

Joseph Stiglitz is a recipient of the John Bates Clark 

Medal (1979) and the Nobel Prize in Economics (2001). 

He is well-known for his critical view of the management of 

globalisation, free-market economists and certain 

international institutions such as the International Monetary 

Fund and the World Bank. In 2000, Stiglitz founded the 

Initiative for Policy Dialogue (IPD), a think tank on 

international development based at Columbia University, 

and he has chaired the University of Manchester's Brooks 

World Poverty Institute since 2005. Last year, he 

published the book The Euro and Its Threat to the Future of Europe, a critical essay on 

the currency that has changed the world. 

 

 

 

To attend the lecture and arrange interviews prior to the event, please contact: 

 

”la Caixa” Foundation Communication Department 

 

Esther Lopera – 685.99.04.60 – elopera@la-chincheta.com 

Yolanda Bravo – 685.51.24.76 – ybravo@la-chincheta.com. 

 

Multimedia Press Room: 

http://obrasocial.lacaixa.es/nuestroscentros/palaumacaya/palaumacaya_es.html  

 


