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Partnerships with the British Museum, the Cinémathèque française and the 

IVAM are the highlights of this coming season at the CaixaForum Zaragoza 

 

Goya as never seen before takes centre 
stage along with De Chirico and Capa in 
the new season of CaixaForum Zaragoza 
 

• ”la Caixa” Foundation presents the programme for its cultural 

centre in Zaragoza for the 2017-2018 season, featuring an 

impressive range of quality events suitable for everyone. 
 

• During the season 2016-2017 the 44 exhibitions displayed at the 

eight CaixaForum centres received more than 2.3 million visitors. 

CaixaForum Zaragoza was visited by over 197,000 people and 

hosted over 1,200 activities during this period.  
 

• The first exhibition of the season features one of the most 

important artists in history, Francisco de Goya, who returns to 

Zaragoza in a project in which he reviews his figure and work 

during the years of his consolidation as a brilliant court painter in 

Madrid for King Charles III and Charles IV, illustrated by a number 

of his most famous works loaned by el Museo del Prado. 

 

• Modern art will feature prominently in The Early Avant-Garde 

Building New Worlds 1914-1945, an exhibition that presents a new 

reading of the opening decades of the 20th century by considering 

an impressive collection of works by celebrated artists, among 

them Man Ray, Marcel Duchamp, Raoul Hausmann, André Kertész, 

André Masson, Valentina Kulagina, George Grosz, John Heartfield 

and Francis Picabia. 

 

• Film returns to CaixaForum Zaragoza thanks to the collaboration 

with the Cinémathèque française. Film and Emotions. A Trip to 

Childhood explores the essential role of childhood in the creation of 

stories and characters in film, and it examines the influence that 

these movies have had on the development of the child audience 
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• The pioneer of Metaphysical art will take over CaixaForum Zaragoza 

in The World of Giorgio de Chirico. Dream or Reality, a 

comprehensive retrospective on this great Italian master that 

features over 140 works that underline his considerable 

contribution to art in the 20th century 
 

• Photography will also be present this season in Robert Capa in 

Colour, an exhibition that will explore the least known side of the 

legendary photographer Robert Capa, who is renowned worldwide 

for his black and white war photographs. The exhibition will centre 

on the colour shots he took over the course of his career, many of 

them never published, including more than 150 works from the 

International Center of Photography in New York. 
 

• Following the great success of The Pillars of Europe. The Middle 

Ages at the British Museum, CaixaForum will host the second of the 

projects that have grown out of the partnership with the British 

Museum. Agon! Competition in Ancient Greece is an ambitious 

exhibition that will analyse the competitive spirit so characteristic 

of this civilisation, and not just in the realm of sports that we are 

already familiar with. 

 

• In keeping with previous seasons, there will be room in the 2017-

2018 CaixaForum Zaragoza programme for awareness-raising, this 

year with the exhibition My World, which looks at the challenges 

humankind faces in relation to improving people’s lives and 

protecting the environment. 
 
 

Zaragoza, 8 September 2017. This morning Elisa Durán, the Deputy General 

Director of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation; Ignasi Miró, the Director of the 

Culture Department, and Ricardo Alfós, the Director of CaixaForum Zaragoza, 

presented the programme for the coming season at the foundation’s cultural 

centre. 

 

This programme of events is once again founded on a clear principle: the link 

between culture and citizens. CaixaForum is unique in Spain and its model is 

manifested in the conception of exhibitions specifically designed to be shown in 

the foundation’s cultural centres. The CaixaForum experience encompasses 
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far more than exhibitions, as it includes an extensive and comprehensive range 

of activities, among them music, talks and debates, social seminars, 

educational workshops and workshops for families, as well as activities aimed 

at groups of older people. 

 

There are eight CaixaForum cultural centres, situated in Zaragoza, 

Barcelona, Madrid, Seville, Palma, Girona, Lleida and Tarragona. In the 2016-

2017 season, ”la Caixa” Foundation organised a total of 44 exhibitions on 31 

different subjects, and its centres received a total of 2,318,507 visitors last 

year. CaixaForum Zaragoza was visited by 273,930 visitors last year and 

hosted more than 1,200 activities. 

 

For the new season at its CaixaForum centres, ”la Caixa” Foundation has 

designed an innovative overall programme that draws on its experience and 

principles and the partnerships it has forged over the years with major 

international cultural institutions. 

 

From Ancient Greece to the very latest in film 

 

The 2017-2018 programme includes a wide range 

of events, among them exhibitions never seen 

before and co-productions with leading 

international museums that look at the great 

cultures and civilisations of the past, as well as film 

and contemporary photography and some of the 

masters of painting.  

 

The first major exhibition of the season focuses on 

one of the most important artists in history. A 

prodigal son of Zaragoza and a universal 

Aragonese, Francisco de Goya returns to his city in 

a new project organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation, 

the Prado and the Bilbao Museum of Fine Art. The 

exhibition has been made possible thanks to the 

strategic partnership that has existed for a number 

of years between ”la Caixa” Foundation and the Prado whereby they jointly 

organise exhibitions and educational activities. 

 

Francisco de Goya. The Straw Manikin (791-1792). © 
Museo Nacional del Prado 
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Goya and the Enlightened Court reviews the figure and work of the 

Aragonese artist on his arrival to Madrid in 1775 and during the years that he 

was a chamber painter, illustrated by a number of his most significant works. 

Goya’s position at court had a decisive impact on his later work, as it had a 

major bearing on his development as an artist. Life in Madrid and his success 

with the monarchs and the upper echelons of the aristocracy did not result in 

Goya cutting himself off from Zaragoza, the city of his early years. His 

correspondence with Martín Zapater, his childhood friend, gives insights into 

his family life and his friendships, and also provides fascinating information 

about his art and the commissions he received. 

 

In November, modern art will take centre stage in The Early Avant-Garde 

Building New Worlds 1914-1945, an exhibition 

that presents a new reading of the opening 

decades of the 20th century by considering an 

impressive collection of works from the collection 

of the IVAM (Valencian Institute of Modern Art) 

and the Alfaro Hofmann Collection. 

 

Following the success of projects such as the 

Pixar show, film will return to CaixaForum 

Zaragoza, in this case in collaboration with the 

prestigious Cinémathèque française. Film and 

Emotions. A Trip to Childhood explores the 

essential role of childhood in the creation of 

stories and legendary characters in film, and it 

examines the powerful influence that these 

movies have exerted on the development of the child audience. 

 

The father of Metaphysical art will be coming to CaixaForum Zaragoza with 

The World of Giorgio de Chirico. Dream or Reality, a comprehensive 

retrospective on the artist centred on works held by the Fondazione Giorgio e 

Isa de Chirico. The exhibits will also include pieces loaned by the Galleria 

Nazionale d'Arte Moderna e Contemporanea in Rome, as well as by other 

international institutions. 

 

The exhibition looks at the painter’s entire career, from his early Metaphysical 

period – his best known work – to the iconographic themes of later decades and 

Gustav Klutsis, Transport (1929). © IVAM, Institut Valencià d’Art 
Modern, Generalitat Valenciana 
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Hero or athlete. Roman marble statue (1st 
century AD) after a Greek original (c. 320-
300 BC) © The Trustees of the British 

Museum 

his technical research on the painting of the great masters, and his final Neo-

Metaphysical period. 

 

Photography will also be present this season in Capa in Colour, an exhibition 

that will explore the least known side of the legendary photographer Robert 

Capa, renowned worldwide for his black and white photographs of war. 

Following the publication in 1938 of his photos of the Spanish Civil War, he was 

called “the greatest war photographer in the world” by Picture Post. His most 

famous shots, the majority of them in black and white, represent for many the 

brutality and bravery of the conflict and they changed public perception of it, 

while establishing new standards in war photography. 

 

The exhibition will centre on the colour shots Capa took during his career, many 

of them never published, including more than 150 works from the International 

Center of Photography in New York. Over the course of his professional life, 

Capa took colour photos of numerous leading figures and celebrities such as 

Pablo Picasso, Humphrey Bogart, Ava Gardner and Truman.  

 

 
 

Following the recent exhibition of the first joint project 

with the British Museum, The Pillars of Europe. The 

Middle Ages at the British Museum, this coming 

season sees the arrival of another impressive 

exhibition based on the museum’s holdings thanks to 

the partnership between the two bodies. 

 

Agon! Competition in Ancient Greece is a display of 

a large selection of Greek objects in the British 

Museum’s collections, among them refined and rare 

examples of armour, sculpture, jewellery, coinage and 

pottery. Among the items are a number of iconic 

pieces from the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus, which 

are being shown outside London in this exhibition for 

the first time.  

 

The programme at CaixaForum Zaragoza will also include social and topical 

themes, demonstrating ”la Caixa” Foundation’s commitment to reflecting on 

citizens’ needs and meeting them. The centre will host My World. Challenges 

for a Better World, a display organised jointly with the United Nations, that will 
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raise awareness of the new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Thanks to 

the experiential exhibition design, visitors will have the opportunity to discover in 

a participative manner the testimony of 25 unknown people from different 

countries who engage in a dialogue with known figures and so jointly present 

the SDGs. 

 

 

 

CaixaForum Zaragoza: much more than an exhibition space 

 

CaixaForum Zaragoza is not just an exhibition space but much, much more. It 

provides a base from which ”la Caixa” Foundation works to foster art and 

culture as tools to bring about social change and to contribute to raising 

awareness of the humanities, while at the same time encouraging debate on the 

ideas, trends and research in contemporary society. 

 
Through an extensive array of cultural proposals – including seasons of 

talks, workshops, concerts, the performing arts and film – the aim is to explore 

in depth the foundations of our culture and to offer the keys that will enable us 

to understand the major transformations taking place in society today. 

 

Of all the activities in this wide-ranging programme, two events in the coming 

months are worthy of special mention due to their exceptional nature: 

 
- Literary Universes is a programme that addresses major works of 

literature through other artistic and cultural practices and which combines 

a range of formats, from the lecture to conversation, the screened film 

and the live performance. The protagonists of the various sessions, 

Mario Gas, David Trueba, Elvira Lindo and Lluís Pasqual, will each 

focus on their own literary universe. 

 

- Art and Film is a film season that will look at spaces where art is 

appreciated, held, studied and enjoyed and will feature five great films – 

National Gallery, Exit Through the Gift Shop, Mr. Turner, 

Francofonia and Russian Ark – that reflect on the nature of art when it 

is turned into merchandise. 

 

 

Music will be present in CaixaForum Madrid, not only in talks and family 

workshops but also in concerts for adults and children alike. Sounds, 
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instruments and musical styles from every era and from places all around the 

world will resound in a privileged space designed for the enjoyment of music 

with all five senses. 

 

The performing arts will captivate children’s imaginations with original shows. 

Film will also feature at CaixaForum, from seasons associated with the 

exhibitions to animated films for youngsters. Lastly, family activities will 

provide an opportunity for audiences of every age to gain insights into the art in 

a fresh and entertaining manner. 

 

CaixaForum Zaragoza will be putting on a new range of activities for 

schoolchildren. Thanks to the eduCaixa programme, the centre was visited by 

29,123 schoolchildren over the course of the last season. Families, as well as 

the elderly and cultural activities that have a social impact, will be present in a 

centre made available by ”la Caixa” Foundation to audiences of every age and 

level of education. 
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Goya and the 

Enlightened Court 
 

From 28 September 2017 to 21 January 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Francisco de Goya, The Blind Hen (1788). © Museo Nacional del Prado 

 

In a new exhibition, ”la Caixa” Foundation reviews the figure and work of Goya 

during the years of consolidation as a painter of the court in Madrid 

 

”la Caixa” Foundation, together with the Prado and the Bilbao Museum of Fine Art, 

presents Goya and the Enlightened Court, an exhibition that considers Goya’s art on 

his arrival in Madrid in 1775 and during the years that he held the position of painter to 

the royal chambers of Charles III and Charles IV. It also includes works by other artists 

of the same period that reflect the artistic trends that Goya found at court and which 

influenced his artistic development. 

 

Goya arrived in the court of Charles III in 1775 to collaborate on the large commission 

for cartoons for tapestries on hunting, intended for El Escorial. His position at court had 

a decisive impact on his later work, as it had a major bearing on his development as an 

artist. Life in Madrid and his success with the monarchs and the upper echelons of the 

aristocracy did not result in Goya cutting himself off from Zaragoza, the city of his early 

years. His correspondence with Martín Zapater, his childhood friend, gives insights into 

his family life and his friendships, and also provides fascinating information about his 

art and the commissions he received. This personal side was essential to the 

subsequent evolution of his work. 

 

The exhibition presents a total of 85 works, in particular an outstanding selection of pieces 

from the Prado which, in conjunction with those loaned by other museums, aims to provide 

insights on Goya’s position within the enlightened court and among the artists of his era, but 

also to reveal his bonds of friendship and concern for those he had left behind in Zaragoza. 

 

Curators: Manuela Mena, Senior Curator of 18th-century Painting and Goya, and 

Gudrun Maurer, Curator of the painting of the XVIII century and Goya at the Prado 

Organisers: Exhibition jointly organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation, the Prado and the 

Bilbao Museum of Fine Art 
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The Early Avant-Garde. 
Building New Worlds 1914-1945 
  

 

From 1 December 2017 to 18 February 2018  

 
 
 
Kurt Schwitters, Kleine Dada soirée (Small Dada Evening), 1922. 
© Kurt Schwitters, VEGAP, Barcelona, 2017 

 
 
 

 

The display features works by leading figures on the art scene in the opening decades 

of the 20th century held in one of the most remarkable collections in Spain 

  

In collaboration with the IVAM (Valencian Institute of Modern Art), ”la Caixa” 

Foundation presents The Early Avant-Garde. Building New Worlds 1914-1945, 

an exhibition that presents a new reading of the opening decades of the 20th century 

by considering an impressive selection of works from the IVAM Collection and the 

Alfaro Hofmann Collection. 

 

The exhibition reveals the beginnings of the development of modernity, illustrated by 

more than 400 exhibits arranged in a themed structure divided into ten sections. This 

survey of the collection features a large selection of works centred on poetic and 

oneiric visions – closely associated with Dada and Surrealism – by artists such as Man 

Ray, Kurt Schwitters, Raoul Hausmann, André Kertész, Georges Hugnet and André 

Masson. In addition, a considerable body of works looks at a series of artistic practices 

of an analytical nature expressed in abstract forms, with Marcel Duchamp as a chief 

exponent of this approach. These two threads are accompanied by a significant 

number of pieces connected with propaganda art, social critique and political 

commitment, which largely took photomontage as the main form of artistic intervention, 

as seen in the work of artists such as Gustav Klutsis, Valentina Kulagina, George 

Grosz, John Heartfield and Josep Renau. 

 

Curator: José Miguel G. Cortés, Director of the IVAM, and Josep Salvador, Curator 

and Head of the IVAM Collection 

Organisers: Exhibition produced by the IVAM and ”la Caixa” Foundation 
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Film and Emotions. 
A Journey to Childhood 

 

From 15 February to 20 May 2018 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charlie Chaplin, The Kid (1921). © Roy Export S.A.S  
 
 

An immersive experience that connects the adult audience’s childlike 

imagination with the gaze of children through film 

 

”la Caixa” Foundation, in collaboration with the Cinémathèque française, will be 

organising Film and Emotions. A Journey to Childhood, an exhibition that explores 

the central role of childhood in the creation of the stories and characters in film. In 

addition, it examines the powerful influence these films have exerted on the 

development of the child audience. 

 

Since the very early days of cinema, films have traversed countless real and imaginary 

worlds seen through the eyes of children. The exhibition reveals the emotionality not 

only of the characters but also of the audience in seven sections that consider the 

feelings we experience throughout our lives but which we come across for the first time 

during our childhood years: joy, anger, laughter, tears, fear, bravery and hope. Each 

section of the exhibition is illustrated with clips from films that date from the origins of 

cinema to the present day. 

 

The display creates an immersive experience by using set design and other aspects 

such as lighting, colour, projections onto screens of various sizes, and reproductions of 

iconic characters such as King Kong. The exhibition, which features more than 250 

pieces from the Cinémathèque française and filmmakers’ personal collections, will 

enable adults to share their memories and childhood imaginings with their children and 

will help youngsters continue on their path towards adulthood. 

 

Curator: Gabrielle Sébire, Assistant Director of Cultural and Educational Action at the 

Cinémathèque française 

Organisers: Exhibition organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation and the Cinémathèque 

française 
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 The World of Giorgio de 

Chirico.  
Dream or Reality 
 

From 14 March to 24 June 2018 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Giorgio de Chirico, Troubadour (c. 1972). Fondazione Giorgio e Isa de Chirico. © VEGAP, Barcelona, 2017 

 

CaixaForum Madrid brings together more than 140 works by this great Italian 

master in a retrospective that highlights his considerable contribution to art in 

the 20th century 
 

Giorgio de Chirico (Volos, Greece, 1888 - Rome, 1978) had an impact that extended 

far beyond the world of art. His empty landscapes and Metaphysical still lifes are visual 

icons of our time. His interest in the subconscious made him one of the precursors of 

Surrealism and subsequently one of the mainstays of the return to classicism in the 

1920s. 

 

Ten years after the last exhibition of his work in Spain, The World of Giorgio de Chirico. 

Dream or Reality, organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation in conjunction with the 

Fondazione Giorgio e Isa de Chirico, comes to CaixaForum Madrid. The show will 

provide a new generation with an opportunity to discover the man who was possibly the 

most notable Italian artist of the last century. Featuring 142 works, among them oil 

paintings, drawings, lithographs and sculptures dating from between 1913 and 1976, it 

surveys each of his creative periods, from the piazzas of Italy and mannequins with 

which he initially made a name for himself to his later return to the classical world and 

the Neo-Metaphysical stage of his mature years. 

 

Curators: Mariastella Margozzi and Katherine Robinson 

Organisers: Exhibition organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation in collaboration with the 

Fondazione Giorgio e Isa de Chirico and the Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Moderna e 

Contemporanea in Rome 
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Capa in Colour  
 

From 14 June to 9 September 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Robert Capa. Pablo Picasso playing in the water with his son Claude, Vallauris, France, 1948.  
© Robert Capa/International Center of Photography/Magnum Photos. VEGAP, Barcelona, 2017  
 
 

 

”la Caixa” Foundation explores Robert Capa’s least known side through 150 

colour photographs 

 

Robert Capa (1913-1954) is renowned as one of the most notable photojournalists 

ever. Following the publication in 1938 of his photos of the Spanish Civil War, he was 

called “the greatest war photographer in the world” by Picture Post. His most famous 

shots, the majority of them in black and white, represent for many the brutality and 

bravery of the combat and they changed public perception of the conflict, while 

establishing new standards in war photography. Capa took his first colour photographs 

in 1938 while he was in China covering the Sino-Japanese War. Even though only four 

prints have survived from this period, Capa was determined to work in colour 

photography long before it was used widely by other photojournalists. Over the course 

of his career, Capa took colour photos of numerous leading figures and celebrities such 

as Pablo Picasso, Humphrey Bogart, Ava Gardner and Truman. 

 

Based on the original exhibition mounted by the International Center of Photography, 

”la Caixa” Foundation, with the support of the ICP Exhibitions Committee and public 

funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City 

Council, presents a compilation of some of the colour photographs taken by the legendary 

photographer Robert Capa, many of them never published. Capa in Colour features over 

150 contemporary prints, as well as personal documents and magazines in which some of 

the images originally appeared. Even though a small number of these works were 

published in magazines, most of these images have never been printed till now. 

 

Curator: Cynthia Young 

Organisers: Exhibition organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation with the support of the 

International Center of Photography Exhibitions Committee and public funds from the 

New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council 
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 Agon! 
Competition in Ancient 

Greece 
 
 
 
 

Frieze on a slab depicting the Greeks fighting against the Amazons (350 BC). 
Marble from the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus, today Bodrum (Turkey). 

 

From 25 July to 11 November 2018 
 

 

 

This new exhibition, mounted in conjunction with the British Museum, gives us 

insights into Ancient Greece and features more than 170 exhibits, some of which 

are being shown outside London for the very first time 

 

The competitive spirit is an innate facet of human nature and was common in every 

sphere of ancient Greek society, which regarded it not as a manifestation of conflict or 

aggressiveness but as a positive and unifying urge. The exhibition Agon! Competition 

in Ancient Greece explores this central aspect of ancient Greek civilisation from a 

broad perspective, looking beyond competition in the realm of sports – in events such 

as the Olympic Games – and examining other areas such as politics, the theatre, war 

and mythology. 

 

Rivalry and competition in the realms of physical, intellectual and artistic development 

were inherent to Ancient Greek civilisation. Athletic prowess was encouraged from an 

early age and was an integral part of the education of children and their rite of passage 

into adulthood. Competitiveness pervaded every social class, from the richest to the 

poorest, and was evident in the conflicts in the political structure of the independent city 

states. In fact, democracy itself developed because the Greeks incorporated the 

techniques of competition into decision-making. 

 

The exhibition consists of a large selection of Greek objects in the British Museum’s 

collections, among them refined and rare examples of armour, sculpture, jewellery, 

coinage and pottery. Among the items are a number of iconic pieces from the 

Mausoleum at Halicarnassus that have never been shown outside London before.  

 

Curator: Peter Higgs, a specialist in ancient Greek sculpture and architecture at the 

British Museum 

Organisers: ”la Caixa” Foundation with the collaboration of the British Museum 
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world. 
Challenges for a Better World  
 

From 14 September 2017 to 14 January 2018  

 

 
 

The exhibition presents the main challenges that humankind faces in the coming 

years in relation to improving people’s lives and protecting the planet 

  

On 27 September 2015, the United Nations announced the new Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), formulated following a participatory process involving 

citizens around the world. The main aim of the SDGs is to improve people’s lives and 

to help to protect the planet for future generations. 

 

The exhibition My World. Challenges for a Better World, organised in collaboration with 

the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals Action Campaign, is intended to 

raise awareness of the new SDGs but above all to motivate and engage visitors 

through a participative and experiential exhibition design. Thus, visitors will enter a 

space with an audio-visual installation that features people from 25 countries telling 

their stories about the needs they have to face in their daily lives, while engaging in a 

dialogue with famous individuals who presented the new SDGs. Visitors will have the 

opportunity to participate by raising “on the United Nations podium” the issues that they 

believe are crucial if we are to improve everyone’s living conditions. 

 

”la Caixa” Foundation has been working through its International Co-operation 

Programme since 1997 to contribute to the eradication of poverty among the most 

vulnerable peoples in Africa, Latin America and Asia. The programme is run on the 

ground through exhibitions such as this one in order to raise public awareness. 

 

Organisers: Exhibition organised by ”la Caixa” Foundation in collaboration with the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals Action Campaign 
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