
 
 

 

Press release 

 

Over the last ten years, ”la Caixa” Banking 
Foundation’s Alliance for Child Vaccination 

has vaccinated 4.5 million children in 
vulnerable situations 

 

• ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation celebrates a decade implementing a 

child immunisation programme in areas of Africa and Latin America 

where access to healthcare is difficult, teaming up in this initiative 

with Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, supported by the Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation and in cooperation with ISGlobal. 

 

• Since ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation joined the programme in 2008, 

more than 4.5 million children have received pentavalent and 

pneumococcal vaccines thanks to investment of more than 25 

million euros raised from donations made by Caixabank partner 

companies, customers and employees, and micro-donations by 

ordinary citizens. 

 

• The Vaccine Alliance implements a pioneering formula to promote 

corporate social responsibility in Spain: ”la Caixa” Banking 

Foundation and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation multiply the 

value of each donation received by four, thereby quadrupling 

efforts to combat child mortality. 

 

 

Madrid, 27th April 2017. – More than 4.5 million children living in areas of 

Africa and Latin America where access to healthcare is difficult have been 

vaccinated in the first 10 years of the child vaccination programme that 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation implements in a partnership with Gavi, the 

Vaccine Alliance, with the support of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

and in cooperation with ISGlobal. 

 

”la Caixa” Banking Foundation celebrated the first ten years of this programme 

with a meeting at CaixaForum Madrid hosted by Jaume Giró, CEO of ”la Caixa” 

Banking Foundation; Marie-Ange Saraka-Yao, Managing Director of Resource 

Mobilisation and Private Sector Partnerships at Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; 

and Nazira Abdula, Minister of Health of the Government of Mozambique. 



The guests also included Antoni Plasència, Director General of Barcelona 

Institute for Global Health (ISGlobal), and representatives from all the Spanish 

companies that cooperate with the programme. 

 

Over the decade since 2008, when ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation first launched 

the Alliance for Child Vaccination in cooperation with Gavi, the Vaccine 

Alliance, 4,508,673 children have received pentavalent and pneumococcal 

vaccines. 

 

This was made possible by more than 25 million euros donated through a 

fundraising scheme that is a pioneer in Europe: through the “Matching Fund” 

formula, the Alliance multiplies all donations received by four. Under this “1=4” 

formula, for each euro donated, ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation adds another 

euro and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation two more euros. 

 

The donations are received from 211,185 donors all over Spain, including 

1,842 CaixaBank partner companies and 3,400 customers, all members of 

the Alliance for Child Vaccination led by ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation. A 

further 752 CaixaBank employees and 205,267 ordinary citizens have also 

shown their solidarity by responding to micro-donation campaigns. 

 

“Global health is a priority for ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation. What drives us in 

this Alliance with GAVI is the absolute conviction that no child should die, 

anywhere in the world, from a preventable disease. Furthermore than 

vaccinating, we are saving lives. This Alliance for Vaccination has made 

possible an entire generation – those born from 2008 to 2018 – of strong, 

healthy children,” said Jaume Giró, CEO of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation. 

 

 “As a long-standing partner of Gavi, La Caixa Foundation continues to 

demonstrate its leadership in global health and development,” said Marie-Ange 

Saraka-Yao, Gavi Managing Director of Resource Mobilisation and Private 

Sector Partnerships. “By the end of 2018, Gavi will have immunised 700 million 

people, helping to save 10 million lives in the world’s poorest countries since 

our inception in 2000. La Caixa Foundation’s support helps build sustainable 

immunisation programmes and strengthen health systems that will benefit 

children today and for generations to come.” 

 

The joint efforts of ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation and Gavi have reached a total 

of 10 countries in Africa and Latin America, including Bolivia, Cameroon, 

Central African Republic, Ethiopia, Honduras, Mauritania, Nicaragua, Northern 

Sudan and Tanzania. In recent years, moreover, the Alliance has focused 

particularly on Mozambique, providing the pneumococcal vaccine to combat 

pneumonia, at present the leading cause of child mortality. 



10 years saving lives 

 

According to the World Health Organisation, every 60 seconds, 3 children die 

from vaccine-preventable causes. That is why the Alliance for Child 

Vaccination was born, since immunisation is the most effective way of 

promoting global health: it can ensure survival, the first right of childhood. 

Children need to be healthy in order to attend school, and only through the 

necessary education and training can they contribute to the development of 

their communities. 

 

Vaccination is a key tool in promoting development, and one of the most 

profitable interventions aimed at saving lives: it is calculated that each for 

every dollar spent on immunisation in Gavi-supported countries, US$ 18 

is saved in healthcare costs, lost wages and lost productivity. 

 

Child mortality has been halved since 1990. The introduction of new 

vaccines and the increase in coverage with existing vaccines has accelerated 

the reduction in mortality among children under five years to reach a rate of -

3.6% per year at present. 

 

Moreover, this alliance between ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation and Gavi 

contributes to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set by 

the United Nations in the 2030 Agenda. The initiative particularly promotes 

two SDGs: Good Health and Well-being for People; and Partnerships for the 

Goals. 

 

International Immunisation Week, which takes place from April 24 to 30, also 

serves to raise awareness of the importance of ensuring that children all over 

the world have access to vaccines. 

 

 

A pioneering alliance for vaccination 

 

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, is a public-private partnership that brings together 

developing countries and donors, including the World Health Organisation, 

UNICEF, the World Bank, the vaccine industry, technical agencies, civil society, 

the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and other private sector partners, among 

them ”la Caixa” Banking Foundation. Since the alliance was launched in 

2000, Gavi has vaccinated 640 million children, preventing an estimated more 

than 9 million future deaths.  

 

A unique characteristic of the Vaccine Alliance is that ”la Caixa” Banking 

Foundation involves its customers, both companies and individuals. Indeed, the 



initiative is a pioneering corporate social responsibility programme in Europe, 

promoting access to and quality of vaccines in developing countries and 

enabling partners to contribute to global health. 

 

In pursuit of its mission, the Alliance for Child Vaccination is supported by 

CaixaBank Corporate Banking and CaixaBank Private Banking, as well as its 

entire network of offices, the largest in the Spanish financial sector, to promote 

the initiative. 
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